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Solio-Squarc* 

^^jVIy correfpondence with iLady Mary 
after our reparation was far from being as 
r^requent and unreferved as it had ever be- 
fore been. It was Lor-d Ruthven'^ka- 
[fure we fhould write on mere family af^ 
^""^-^irs — but in this interval I was not un- 
Vox^II. 3 . \sxv^^\iS. 
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tnindful of our abfent friend — Mr. Butler 
often heard of him — and in two years af- 
ter his return to the Brazils we were told 
from court that he had efpoufed a young 
lady, daughter of Don Sebaftian Lorenzo, 
governor of the Brazils, by the king's par- 
ticular defire, who; as a mark of his appro- 
bation, had raifed the colonel to the rank 
of general and commander in chief of all 
his forces in that part of the world. 

Lady Ruthven contrary to the prognof- 
tics of the 4nedical people lingered three 
years after her return to England ; what ar- 
guments, or whether any were ufed, to ef- 
face the tender impreflions, love and 
Moncrafs had left in the heart of the 
daughter, I know not— but think it is 
probable that the vortex of diffipation in 
•which the Ruthven's were always plunged^ 
the admiration her beauty excited, and the 
court paid her by all the beau-monde, 
added to a latent pique the confequence of 

the 
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the colonel's giving up his hopes in the. 
moment her young heart had refigned it- 
felf with all its Faculties to him, might by 
i "grecs wean her from her fir ft attachment 
ithout any violent efforts on the part of 
\vvf r parents — and this no doubt the wary 

J^arl forefaw, when he requiricd fo haird a 

lacrifice from Mr. Moncrafs. 

Numerous were the offers of marriage 
for his lovely daughter, received and re- 
jcQed by Lord Ruthven; one was not-rich 
enough — another a peer of yefterday — a 
third untitled — and the fpirit of coquetry 
increafing with the adulation paid her 
beauty — Lady Mary became ftill more dif- 
ficult to pleafe than her father, and when I 
met her by appointment at Mortpellier, 
on my return from Lifbon, where I was 
fo unfortunate as to lofc my worthy and 
beloved hujfband, I found her a fpinfter, 
with increafed fpirits, beauty and health, 
in her twenty-firft year — and here to make 
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you acquainted with the motives whicli 
•induced her, who had rejefled a ducal co- 
ronet, to accept the hand of a private 
gentleman, and one who praved himfelf 
, totally unworthy a preference that afto- 
nifhedthe world, I muft introduce fome 
Qf my own family anecdotes. 

Lady Ruthven was the only child of 
Mr. Neville, of Gloucefterihire, one of 
the wealthieft commoners in England — this 
gentleman was the elder of three brothers, 
I am the daughter of the fecond; Mr. John 
Neville, the third, was fo fortunate as to 
he bkft with two fons, which, as the real 
Neville eftates were entailed on the male 
IfTue of the family, rendered the future 
profpeCb of his children fuperior to thofe 
of his elder brothers, 

I had the misfortune to lofe both my 
parents before I was fenfible of fo great a 
calamity— -fo that as I before obferved, I 

, - became 
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Became an orphan ward' to Lord Ruthvert*^ 
Mifs Neville's fortune (although her fa-- 
ther was but a life tenant on the eftate) 
was very large, which added to her per- 
fonal graces rendered her an oBjeft of 
general admiration: LordRuthVen's heart 
acknowledged her power, and Ihe ac- 
cepted his offer'd hand. Before fhe had 
attained her eighteenth year, perfeftly fa- 
tisfied with the difpofition their anceftors 
hadmadfe of the family eftafe; neither Mr. 
Neville or hhs daughter regretted its going 
to my youngeft uncle and hi^ fons — Mr. 
John Neville was as contra6led in his 
mind as his elder brother was liberal. He 
watched with eager avidity every turn of 
his health, and when my uncle Edward 
died, feized the eftates with fuch rudenefs 
and rapacity, that the agents of Lord 
Ruthven were barely fuffered to remove 
the perfonals from the different feats be- 
fore he took poffeffion; ^ conduQ: fo op- 
poSte to humanity and good breeding,* 



S AGNES. 

could not fail to confirm the diflike his nar- 
row mind had long infpired in Lord Ruth- 
ven — and on his part (who was one of the 
ftrift abettors of the fe£l, then but juft be- 
ginning to eftablifh' themfelves, called me- 
thodifts, and who held all who were not 
of his religious opiniort in contempt) he 
confidered Lord and Lady Ruthven, who 
lived in great fplendour and magnificence^ 
as beings devoted to perdition, and 
eftranged himfelf and family from their 
connexion and fpciety. Hjs elder fon 
adopted his conduQl and principles — but 
the younger, who was handfome, wild and 
expenfive, . was not to be reflrained by the 
examples or c6mmands of his father f^om 
vifiting Ruthven-houfe, where he became 
a great favourite with the earl, but more 
particularly with the countefs: many were 
the truant excurfions for which he was 
feverely punifhed at home — ^and which 
owed their origin to the fondnefs of hi& 
coufin, who fupplied his purfe with a li- 
berality 
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feerality bordering on profufion. AncT 
thus by rendering him independant of his 
father (who continually reprimanded his 
{on and reproach'd his neice) Ihe became 
the oftenfible caufe of an irreconcileable 
rupture which happened between them 
aboift two years before we went to Lifbon, 

The fmalLpox fias httn fo gfdatly mf 
fenemy, you will perhaps fmile when I tell 
you the Neville's were reckoned a remark- 
able handfome family— *Lady Mary you. 
know — Lady Ruthven was I think ftill 
handfomer, and James Neville refembled 
her, both in perfon and. manner, after this^ 
if you had known Lady Ruthven, you 
would allow it is unneceffary to add, he 
was a favourite wherever he appeared^, 
particularly with the ladiest 
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Too volatile to fix, yet too fufceptible 
of paffion for every new beauty to efcape 
the fhafts of the blind deity — and too cle- 

B 4, N^x: 
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ver and fenfrble not to- fucaeed in^ lib at- 
tempts to render himfelf pleafing, many 
ivere the reputations that weriC facrificed 
to his inclinations^ to his art, and to his 
vanity. His firft ambition on entering in- 
to life was to acquire the eharafter of a 
Tnan of gallantry,^ and fewr who are fond of 
being fo dijiinguijhtd choofe their noble 
acheivements in female ruin fhould re- 
main untold. la a very fliort time, fo 
eafy and natural are the- progreffions of 
vicious habits,, the modern man of gallan- 
try became a confirmed libertine, and the 
more dangerous as he. had; a head to con- 
trive, and a heart to carry into praHice,, 
the mail cruel machinalions againfty^wa/c 
honour. Beauty was his purfuit, and in* 
xiocence his prey. 

A gentleman who lived in the neigh- 
bourhood of Neville-abbey, of the name 
of Woodburne> confiding in the integrity 
and religious principles of my uncle Ne- 
ville^ 
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ville, at his death left him guardian to his 
two children, a fon and a daughter. 

Mifs Woodburne was young — innocent 
— and beautiful — attra6lions> which in the 
opinipn of young Neville, entirely didf 
away the facred bond of proteftion due to 
an orphan ward of his father's, and of 
the fanftuary his roof fhould have afl 
forded her: 

Thefedii£lk)n of'this young woman, it 
was not* in his power, or indeed in his 
wifh, to conceal. But it was neceffary ne-. 
verthelef^ he Ihould abfent hlmfelf awhile 
from the prefence of an enraged parent. ' 

Young Woodburne was at college wheiv^ 
the difgraceful news reached hira, he im-*- 
mediately followed Neville to London,, 
fent him a challenge, and received his 
death wound from the fame hand that - 
had dilhonoured his filler ; before I \zs{ 

B 5 ^ivof^-^ 
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down my pen^ to drop a tear over the me* 
mory of thofe yiftims to libertinifm^ I muft 
inform you that on the news of her bro- 
ther's death, Mifs Woodburne fled from 
the abbey, and was not again heard of 
till her corpfe was brought by Mrs. Anne 
Mountford, your late worthy patronefs^ 
from Briftol hot-wells, to be interred in 
the family vault hear her father, at her 
own laft requeft. 

Adieu fir, this fimple ftory will let you 
completely into the charafter of Mr. James 
Neville, and with it I muft conclude this 
letter, as I really am at pjrefent unable to 
proceed. 

C. B. 
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XLV^EN this exploit did not lofe Mn 
Neville Lady Ruthven*s friendfhip stnd 
proteftion. She ftill partially extolled the 
few tolerable qualities he poffefledy and^ 
cxcufed, with more than maternal blind- 
nefs, aftions which were condemned by 
all the reft of the world. 

The whole body cJf methodifts, who 
were by this time become both numer- 
ous and powerful, took up the caufe of 
young \Voodburne, whofe father, as well 
as Mr. Neville, was one of the heads 

B6 ^^ 
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of their fociety; they wrote pamphlet.^, 
employed council, and entered into affo- 
ciations,, which rendered the profecution 
againft him a matter of too ferious a n^a- 
ture to be either evaded, or trifled with. 
He was foon apprehended. The violence 
of party was fo ftrong againft him, and the 
clamour on account of his barbarity to the 
ruined female fo univerfal,; it was with 
great difficulty that he was admitted to 
bail, when the enormous fum often thou- 
fand pounds was the fecurity demanded 
for his liberty. 

As the time of his trial approached, 
totally deferted by his father, who was 
among the moft inveterate of his profecu- 
tors, both Lady Ruthven and himfelf be- 
gan to dread the event, and their fears 
encreafing with the danger, he at length 
quitted the kingdom by confent of Lord 
Rjlthven, who generoufly paid the whole 
fum often thoufand pounds in forfeiture of 

bis 
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his reco^izance — fond to diftra£lion of 
his lady, every perfon who was dear to her 
was alfo of importance to him. Money 
was a thing he never fet in competition 
with her happinefs, and ftill further to in-u 
duige her fondnefs for tlie unworthy fugi- 
gitive, he agreed to honour his drafts to 
the amount of two hundred guineas a year, 
and continued to allow it to him, till fome 
events took place which very much re- 
verfed the fortune of Mr. Neville. 

My uncle had the mortification to Ibfe 
his eldeft fon within two yeaps after the 
earPs return from Lifbon, fo that the oh* 
jeft of his hatred became the indifpu table 
heir to his whole eftate, and fortunate it 
was for young Neville this event did not 
happen while the earl was abroad, for hi-s 
father*s wrath became more irreconcile- 
able, as his power to punifh him dimi-» 
nifhed. He confulted the firft lawyers ia 
the kingdom, and, mifcr as he Vras in every 
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other refpeft, laid his treafures before 
them; the rewards he offered were pro- 
fufe^ you cannot therefore doubt that the 
gentlemen of the long robe exerted their 
utmoft endeavours to depriye the wander- 
er of his right ; but the rank, the power, 
and the friendfhip of the earl of Ruthven 
exerted in the caufe of juftice, praved of 
the moft eifential fervice ta Mr. Neville : 
his lordfliip was entirely ignorant on what 
part of the continent this ftrange man re- 
fided — his refidence and manner of con- 
ducing himfelf were envelop'd in a my- 
ftery lord Ruthven felt the lefs inclined 
to penetrate, as the fpecim'ens he had hi- 
therto given of his difpofition were fo very ' 
unfavourable, that any new difcoveries 
were rather to be avoided than fought ; 
the only means by which it was poffible to 
convey to him an account of the ftate of 
his affairs in England, were through a 
banker at Paris^ to whom an exprefs was 

immediately 
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immediately forwarded, which brought 
Mr. Neville to England. 

Public prejudice is almoft as unftable 
as public favour; time had entirely done 
away all the aggravating circumftances at- 
tending the feduftion of Mifs Woodburn, 
and the confequent death of her brother, 
before Neville's return, and the earl's 
fortune and intereft were both fo fuc- 
cefsfully made ufe of on the trial, that he 
was honourably acquitted of the murder, 
and at liberty, if he had chofe it, to con-, 
tinue in his native country. 

He was invited by Lord Ruthven to re- 
fide with him till his father (hould be no 
more, but he declined making his flay 
then in England, as he had fome affairs 
(he faid) to fettle on the continent which 
"would demand his' perfonal attendance. 
Yet gratitude, and politenefs, in which 
laft at kaft he was- by no means deficient^ 
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would not permit him to leave his coun-fc- 
try, without paying his devoirs to the 
countefs, who was then very ill at Ruth-r 
ven-houfe. 

He accordingly accompatiied the ear? 
home,, after the trial, and was met fome 
miles' from Ruthven, by a cavalcade of 
the earl's tenants, who paid him this mark 
of refpeft in compliment to th^ir noblc^ 
landloKd. 

At Ruthven, the boufe and garden- 
(both of which are magnificent) were il- 
luminated in the moft fuperb ftyle, and 
the gates thrown open, for the entertain- 
ment of the populace, whole acclamations 
on the road, th& elegant groups who were 
affembled, by invitation, on purpofe to 
congratulate him on the happy event of* 
the trial, the vifible tranfport of the dying 
relation, who had been fo indulgent to 
the criminal exceffes of his youth, and 
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laftly, the modeft imafFefled welcome of 
the youn]g and blooming- Lady Mary, af- 
faWing at once a heart ever open, to the 
impreffions of vanity^ and yielding- to 
beauty^ who will be furprifed his was 
conquered by fuch favx)ur, from fuch ob- 
jeds : his return ta the continent was* no 
longer, iaififted on, and all the mighty 
concerns which prevented his accepting 

Lord Ruthven's invitation to refide with 

.... , , ' . 

the family, fettled by a fingle glance from 
Ladj^ Mary's fine eyes^. 

Mn. Neville had at various times beenr 
captivated widi every fort, of beauty, his 
fickle heart had by tyrns woce the chains 
of all that might be efteemed lovely in 
woman, but far different were now the 
fenfations that filled' his ideas to any he 
had before experienced ; he fa^vS his cou^ 
fin, and feeing adored her — her beavvty 
infpired him with a paffion, as new as un- 
conquerable s all tha,t he had hitherto ad- 
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mired in other women, appeared to be 
united in her; he had feen the Venus de 
Medecis, and admired the brown beauty 
of that of Colona, but what were thefe ii> 
comparifon with the charming Lady Mary^ 
her wit at once. poignant and pleafing,. 
iind the fenfibility beaming from her 
fparkling eyes, captivated his underftand- 
ing, as much as her perfonal attraftion* 
fired his imagination; then the honours- 
and wealth (he was heir to, gratified his 
utmoft ambition ; here then, at laft, the 
wanderer was fixed, here was the magnet^ 
which only had power to draw to one 
point, that heart — which had varied to all 
parts of the compafs. » 

The evening ball was opened by the 
two coiriins. Lady Ruthven would have 
it fo, and faw with tears of pleafure, as 
fhe fat fupported by pillows in her eafy 
chair, the admiration they excited; the 
day which began in feftivity, ended in the 

moft 
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moft joyful exhiliration of fpirts, and the 
company feparated to their refpeftive a- 
partments to court that reft, which wa» 
only denied to Mr. Neville* 

He had, during his abfence from Eng- 
land, greatly improved his manners and 
underftanding, without, I fear, bettering 
his heart; he threw himfelf on his bed, ill 
enough difpofed for fleep, and abandoned 
himfelf to refleftion; it is true he faw the 
golden fleece within his grafp, but yet 
difficulties innmnerable ftarted in his way, 
and vain as he was, the improbables, in 
his prefent purfuit, ftruck moft forcibly 
on his min4> for however willing the earl 
had been to adopt the partiality of his 
lady, he could not help allowing, that it 
was not to be hoped either of them would 
be fo prejudiced in his favour, as to dif- 
regard a fingle point effential to the hap- 
pinefs of their only child, and he had not 
only to court the affeflions of a young 
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woman of faftrion, whofe natural good 
fenfe, as well as her familiar intercourfe 
with the- great world, would render her na 
very eafy conqueft, but he had alfo to com- 
bat with the fixed, and perhaps unfavouxa- 
ble, opinion of her parents, who he feared> 
too probably would confider the patron- 
izing a wild rekitian-, and the giving him 
their darling daughter, in two very diffe- 
rent lights ; but Mr; Neville, although he 
had in refpeft to Lady Mary, certainly a 
heart to- love, had alfo, a» I before ob- 
ferved, a head fertile in contrivance, and 
* nil de^perando was. his favourite motto; 
every interview during his ftay at Ruth- 
ven, added to, and confirmed his paffion 
for his fair coufin, and had it not been for 
the confolation^ and'hope his remarks on 
the manners and difpofition of the family 
gave him, he has fince often declared h^ 
ii^Quld have ended« his life at her feet. 

Lady 
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Lady Ruthven's iinabatetl fondnefs for 
liim, however, prevented him from having 
the dreadful fin of fuicide added to the 
long catalogue of his vices, and he, who 
wdl knew when to feize the yielding mo- 
ment, threw himfelf at her feet, confeffed 
at once his love and demerits, yet pleaded 
the fond violence of his paffions, and im- 
plored her fanflion to his addreffing her 
daughter, in the fame breath that he 
vowed not to outlive her reje^ion. 

The furprife into which this declaration 
threw her ladyfhip, was no fooner fub- 
fided, than the fondnefs fhe^had always 
felt for her young coufin, returned in full 
force ; hispaffion for her beloved child, 
was by no means an unpardonable offence, 
and fhe immediately recoUefted, that a3 
all the great Neville eftates muft centre 
in him, he would by that means be, in 
point of affluence, the greateft offer that 
tih^r daujghter had hitherto received, nor 

can 
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can it be fuppofed, that among the agree- 
ables which opened to Lady Ruthven's 
view on this occafion, the uniting the 
wealth of her own family, to the fplendor 
of her lord's, were forgotten* Mr. Neville 
was untitled, but would not that circum- 
ftance render hi^ alliance the more ac- 
ceptable to Lord Ruthven, who was ex- 
ceflively attached to his family honours? 
could their future fon-iii-law poffibly ob- 
jeft to taking the name and title of the 
earl, when fuch noble fortunes would be 
blended in fupport of his dignity ? Neville 
had to be fure been wild, very wild, but 
bis good hfart, of which Lady Ruthven 
entertained no doubt, and his fine under- 
ftanding, which all the world allowfed^ 
^ere unqueftionable furetics that his pro- 

feffions of reformation were fincere. 

» 

Thofe arguments in favour of Mr. Ne- 
ville's pretenfions, having the folid ad- 
iwmtage of family intereft to back them, 

were 
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vere no fooner acceded to by Lady Ruth^ 
ven, then they were approved of by het 
lord, whofe defires, wifhes, and opinions 
-were entirely the refult of hers. 

» 

The declining health and very precari- 
ous exiftence of Lady Ruthven, added to 
her earneft defire to fee the marriage, be- 
tween the two perfons fo dear to her, take 
place, fumifhed pleas for bringing the 
treaty to a fpeedy conclufion, which Mr. 
Neville did not fail to turn to his ad- 
vantage. 

You will obferve, that in no ftage of 
this bufinefs, were Moncrafs, his preten- 
fions, or Lady Mary's former attachment 
4o him, mentioned; the match with her 
coufin was propofed to her under the 
avowed fanftion of a dying mother, the 
approbation of a refpefted and beloved 
father, the wifhes of the families on both 
fides, excepting only Mr. Neville's father. 
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vfho ever continued obdurate, and thft 
wioft ardent ^nd refpeftfol proteftations of 
the inviolable affeftrons of a young ntan, 
>vho had always a fufficient degree of art 
to bring his fine perfon and accomplifh- 
ments very -forward on the canvas, wliile 
he had cunning to hide the deformity ^of 
his foul io the back ground. 

'Cloaths, equipage, jewels, fplendonr, 
"Hn pofTeflion, and titles in reverfion, were 
the brilliant apendages to this alliance, 
and having obtained a kind of indolent 
confent, extorted rather than given, to 
lier mother'searneft wifh from Lsbdy Mary, 
the lover departed to the continent, to 
fettle his affairs — poffibly to get rid of a 
«iiftrefs, and lady Ruthven, now fondrt^ 
of life than ever, engaged that herfelf and 
family fhould meet hifn at Montpelier, 
but death, the long expefted finale to that 
lady's excurfions, put a period to her 

exiflencc 
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exiftenoc within a few days after Mu 
Neville left England. 

And ncrw, having taken up the pen to 
oblige my daughter; I would wifli her, as 
thank heaven, fire is recovered, to re- 
fume it ; and purfue the hiftory of lady 
Mary Neville ; but 4he encroacher begs 
ine to bring it down to the prefent time ; 
and as (he poffeffes in a very full degree 
the power of 'carrying every point with 
me ; I Ihall, 4n a poft or two proceed in 
my narrative ; and ddire you will, in the 
mean time, rank in the number ^f your 
warmed friends, yours, 

Constance Butli:r» 
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lADY Rutliven's d^ath plunged the 
Earl, who tenderly laved her/ into fuch 
an exCeft of grief; that it was fear-edr her 
would not long furvive her ; Lad}^ Mary 
was alfo extremely aflPefled ; but yojiug 
iiiinds have fo much to hope in the future, 
and thofe of the Earl'a experience and 
time of life fo little, that there was all the 
difference in the world in their manner of 
feeling the death of the Countefs : The 
Earl's grief grew ftronger as Lady Mary's 
gave way ; time, by degrees, weaned her 
memory from a mother who was always 

1 either 
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"eitlier an invalid, or immerfed in diffipa- 
tion; while it perpetually feipretented to 
^is, the fweet companion of his youth^ the 
woman he efteemed, the wife he adored ; 
and his nervous fyftem fufFered fo much, 
that it was now neceffary, on account oF 
Ais health, the Mentpellier journey Ihould 
he taken, 

^r. Nevifle heaird vith extretne f egret^ 
K>( the lafs he had fuftained % he haftened 
"with a mixture of anxiety and feat, to 
Montpellier-5 where he waited, as you may 
ibmagine, with great impatience =the com- 
«;iands o^f Lord Rathv^n, 

Lady Mary felt little inclination to- 
wards the completion oT her engagements ; 
t)ut what was a Tather*s advice only, while 
iier mother lived ; was now fee was no 
more, an a1) folate command: He flew 
Into tranfports of grief, and^affion, at the 
Temoteft hint of her wilh to erv^ade, or de-- 
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by ^(he injunSions of his beloved wife-; 
And perhaps a fufpicion that fhe intended 
to protra6t, if not wholly avoid the mar- 
riage, hurried their journey to the con- 
tinent ; Avhere, as I before faid, I, by 
their defire met them ; and in eight days 
After our arrival, the marriage was xele- 
|}rated with the utmoft privacy, on ac- 
count of our recent Jofs : Our mourning 
ivas laid afide one day in comptim&nt to 
the living, and it was refumed the next ia 
irefpeft to the dead. 

The evening preceding her marriage, I 
oreceived a fummons, to attend the bride 
in her private apartment 

My own lieart was fo oppreft with for- 
t'ow, and I was at that time fo ill qualified 
to comfort others ; that I was fatisfied it 
was in kindnefs to me. Lady Mary had diil 
yenfed with my company, in her hours of 
jtetkem^nt. It was, however, fo natural 

JTor 
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for a young pcrfon on fuch an int'erefting 
occafion,, to widi for a companion of her 
own fex, that I was not furprifed at her 
meffage. 

« 

I found her, penfively looking at arnti^ 
mature, which flic held in her hand ; fhe 
motioned to a chair without fpeaking, and > 
when I was feated, turned the face of the 
pifture towards me, when I difcovered, 
with aftonilbment,. it was Moncrafs. 

It is (faid file, deeply fighing) three 
years fince I faw this obdurate face : I 
am now on the point of avowing love and 
obedience to another. I fent for you, 
dear Conftance, to indulge myfelf in the 
fad pleafure of fpeaking, for the laft time, 
of that unfortunate man— does he yet 
exift ? — have you ever heard any tidings 
of him ? — doea he ? but do not tell me if 
he does; it is now too late, were I con- 
vinced I yet held a place in his heart, for 
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me to think of him with innocence — you: 
are furprifed — you thought the variouai 
fcenesofdiffipation^ and pleafure, in which 
I have been engaged; the number of mer> 
"who have affefted to figh for me, and hia 
-cfuel adherence to reftitude, had erafed 
him from my memory ; you are miftaken ; 
all fenfe of delight muft be dead in my 
bofom^ when it ceafc-i to throb at the fight 
301 tills picluic ; ail power to dTiiiiguKj 
between right, and wrong, loft, when I for- 
get his honour, his misfortunes,, and his 
felf-denial ; it was not a common attach- 
ment, could give me courage to offer my- 
felf to his acceptance : No !. Conftancc — 
^or was it a common objeft who infpired 
ihat attachment, I faw the young hera 
iiiperior to misfortune, he had loft his' fa- 
mily honours, and inheritance — but his 
Jirm foul was^ all itfelf, and the chief of 
the firft houfe in Scotland, dignified the 
paltry promotion which he had more than 
tamed ; when I felt my heart involunta* 

rily 
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tity fpring to his melting eyes, it was not 
merely to the objeft of my choice ; it wis 
to the brave man ftruggling with advcr- 
•fity — to the hero, whofe fame (hould have 
reached the heavens ; his rejeftion of me, 
which diis letter contains, would have^ 
drawn me after him, to the verge of the 
earth, had I been in poffeffion of an in- 
dependant fortune; but certain my fifher 
would never receive a profcribed rebel 
for his fon— that my mother's heart would 
have broken, and that I fhould not only 
incumber his narrow circumftances, but 
perhaps, by uniting my fate to his, draw 
ihe further vengeance of providence on 
his guiltlefs head, for taking a parricide to 
his heart ; what could I do but give him 
up ? and now, my dear Conftance, anfwer 
my firft queftion : does he exift ? 

My hufband, I told her, had made* 
conftant enquiries after him, and we had 
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the pleafure to hear he was m health, but 
I added, he had not wrote to us. 

Well, faid flie, concealing a falling tear 
with the pifture ; I rejoice he is well, but 
-— Ihe hefitated and blu&ed — and after a 
paufe proceeded: 

' Has there not httn a report, a kind 
of whifper* — and her agitation was fo 
great, her voice, imperceptibly to herfelf, 
drop'd fo low, I could but juft hear her 
articulate — * that he is married.* 

As flie had not before mentioned the 
hame of Moncrafs, I had not thought it 
proper, on my part, to revive a fubjeQ:, I 
had every reafon to fuppofe fhe had ceafed 
to remember. But now, that the manner 
in which ftie had made her enquiry con- 
vinced me, fhe had ftill an intereft in the 
fortunes of Mr. Moncrafs; I was about to 
inform her pf every particular, that had 

reached 
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reached us, concerning his marriage ; but 
as foon as T had confirmed the report {he< 
had heard — Enough — enough, (cried fhe) 
with quicknefs, if he is but happy, and 
content — (he flopped, and gave vent to a 
gufh Dp tears, and. with an affefting dig-- 
nity in- her manner— this pidure, coufin,, 
(faid file) no matter how I came by it- 
it coft me fome pains, and-expence ;. and 
this letter, you remember it. — It was that 
the colonel fent her at parting. — They are 
very dear to Mary Ruthven ;. but, Mary% 
Neville fhould^be a ftranger to the emo-^ 
tions they occafionj take therefore the< 
dear, dangerous reliques ; do not deftroy* 
them, but if you outlive me, and * can. do* 
it with -propriety, lay them on my bofom i 
-—let* them- be buried with me ; and then 
preffing them tocher Hps;,and to herheart;,^ 
jBie gave them into my poffefCon, and af-^ 
ter afFeftionately embracing me, retired ta 
her clofet. I faw her no more till (he was; ^ 
attiredfor the altar next morning,^ when 
fte g^vc her hand to Mr^l^^NiW^* 

C 5 ^e^« 
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Never have I feen in any man, fuch an 
unbounded, fuch a frantic joy, as that 
which appeared to agitate the bride- 
groom, both diiring the ceremony, and 
after it was concluded. The whole of his 
behaviour indeed, from the inftant the 
yidiifoluble knot was tie^ to the moment 
when it pleafed God to call him to hinv- 
felfj fevoupcd of infinity- 

It was the intention of the Earl, and his 
daughter, to winter at Montpellier ; but 
the fpirit of Neville might be truly faid to 
be a pertt^rbed one : ever reftlefs and dif* 
fatisfied; a fuperftitious perfon would cer« 
tainly fay the injured ghofts of youngs 
Woodburne and his fitter, haunted him ; 
many of the difmal relations, every coun- 
try village abounds in, had not, I dare to 
lay, half fuch apparent grounds for their 
origin, 

JNevill^ 
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Neville hated, he faid, Montpellier; h6 
longed to retire into Rutlandihire ; where 
thj^ Earl had prefented him with the fine 
oH feat, where you was firft introduced to- 
Lady Mary ; nor Would he fuffer them to 
reft, till he had carried his point, in Ope- 
rating his wife from her- father. 

I' have great reafon to beliere, the 
Earl very early faw the wretched choice 
the Gountefs, and^himfelf had made for- 
their child ; yet, when I' coafider his 
haughty temper, I cannot fafl&(H:ently ad- 
mire the patience, and forbeairance of his 
c<»idtl6l to Neville ; he endeavoured by 
gentle, and perfuafive meafts, to fdothe the 
favagc ferocity of a temper, which ought^ . 
in common policy, t6 have been fubfervi- 
ent tO'him; and when he found ^Aa^ im-- 
pc4^\tj •atlways tookcaf e to lethis giving 
iljp lifis <>wn wifli, appear likt the con fe- 
queAce of a conviftion that he was wrong; . 
ila aTde^ to - avoid • any thing, that might 
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lead to future altercations; but every day's 
experience of Neville*& unhappy difpofi- 
tion> added to the anxiety of his mind; 
would, I really believeji have put an end 
to his life; had he not fuSered hinu- 
felf to be perfuaded to fubmit to the fe- 
peration fo ardently defiredby Neville. 

As to Lady Mary— when her hufband 
broke out into paflions that transformed 
him to a fury ; which, after he had once 
dropt the mafk, happened on the moft tri- 
vial occafions — I have feen her ftand 
aghaft ; cold ftivering fits would feize her 
whole frame, the blood forfook her 
cheeks ; aad, till relieved by a Ihowcr of 
tears, Ihe would look the piflure of 
ideljpair. 

Then, bis tranfports wouldi^e as yioleni 
another way ; he fell at her feet, addrefled 
her by the moft endearing epithets ; wept 
blmfelfs laid the blame oa the dii|iate>^ th^ 

place 
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place^ and the pec^le; all of whom he de« 
tefted. In England all would be well — 

To England then go, fir, faid the Earl, 
after one of thofe extraordinary fcenes : 
but beware how you continue to give way 
to the wicked violence of your temper ; 
Lady Mary*s life fhall not be facrificed to 
a lunatic. Alarmed at this threat, he af- 
fefted a perfeQ: reiignation to the will of 
Lord Ruthven ; in a moment, the har- 
mony of his features returned i he en- 
treated pardon, promifed to fubdue his 
paffions, and for fourteen days after, (we 
were no longer together) he was the hum- 
ble, the insinuating, Neville^ wehadfeen 
him before his marriage, : 

Lady Mary wifli'd tq€ to ftay with her 
father, at Montpellier ; his Lordfiiip,. as 
earnellly prefTed me to accompany his 
daughter ; and my own inclinations bent 
towards England^ where my eldeft fon> 
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(wliom r had not fecn, almoft from his 
birth) was under the care of his grand- 
mother ; , but Lord^ Ruthven V ill ftate of 
healthy fo- afieded his amidble; (and as- 
flie fcrupled.not to call faerfeiPto-me) his* 
mifcKible daughter; that I relinquiihed^ 
my own defire to return home> in com* 
paffion to her :. I faw how her affectionate 
heart hung on her father, how fbvere the 
conflid; between duty, to her? hulband,. 
and filial (bndhefs for a beloved parent t- 
what! faid (he, clafping my neck, is it 
not encmgb,^ bis chiid^>»her wbofe whole 
life would^havebeen too happy, . fpent in^ 
therdelightful offices of Toothings his pain^ 
fol hour^, and attending: his fick couch^. 
Ihould be torn from bis ddar parental^ 
arms, but muft every body dtfert him? 
Oh ! my good coufin, if ever I ww^ ^fear 
to you> ftay witiiipfiy fSitherk; it will be a ^ 
(Bomfort to me,, wteii,. perhaps,, I may 
have no oiher» 

Ahr 
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Ah t my poor coufin, thought I ; thy 
comforts are reduced to a very narrow com»- 
pa^s. 1 complied with her entreaties, aad 
it is now a great fatis(a6lion to me that I 
did fo. The poor Earl was very near fink^ 
mg under the Ibrrows of his heart, and 
the diforders of his body ; we ftaid two 
years on the continent, rambling fron^ 
air, to* air, at the cfifcret^ of our phyfi-^ 
cians, and then returned to» England; the 
Earl much mended ia health,^ but di^ 
ftra£led at the accounts we heard from 
others, for Lady Mary never complained 
of her wuretchednefs, and Nevilk^s viU 
lany. 

To trace this bad man^. through dJRr the 
extravagancies of his cQndu6l; would be 
to revive the moft diftrefsful periods ci 
Qiy life ; without eiuertaining youi. 

That Neville loved his wife, to a de-i 
gree of adoration^ I will not deny; but it 
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W'as the love of Herod for his Mariamhe ; 
it was rage, fury, and fufpicron; a glance 
of common civility, marked the perfon 
on,whomitwas beftowed for hatred and 
revenge ; he infilled on her confining her- 
felf to her apartn>ents, firft at Belle- Vue; 
and after his^ father** death, at Neville- 
abbey ;. he allowed her no fociety, and 
even* her books, were often in his jnad 
fits taken away. She loves not me he 
would fay; I know I am the objeft of her 
hatred; flie delights not in my fociety^ F 
am a' bafilifk to her eyes; and ftmll I, 
who doat on^ her, fuflfer her to know plea- 
fure when L am on the rack ? no, I am 
miferable, let her be alfo wretched. 
Wicked wretch ! how impotent was thy 
malice ? my friends found.that refource ia 
. her own bofom, confcience denied thee ; 
"She received his injuries with all the 
" calm fortitude of heroic patience; (he 
** firmly relied that providence would ei- 
^ ther put an end to her misfortunes, or 

^ fupport 
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" fupport her under tfiem ; and with, thait 
" animating hope, fhe feemed to feel lefs 
" for herfelf, then for the author of her 
^ fu&rings.'* 

Lord Ruthvenj lefs patient than hi« 
i^nhappy daughter; often vainly implored 
her to leave the barbarian, and put hen- 
fdf under his proteftion ; and after heap- 
ing fbme years with Neville's attrocious 
behaviour, merely to enjoy the fad privi* 
ledge of weeping over his lovely child^ 
two or three times in the year ; worn out 
at length with vexation, and unable to 
prevail on her to feperateheyfelf from her 
unworthy hufband ; he gave up that poor 
confolatipn, and retired taRuthven-houfe. 
I muft not omit informing you, Mifc Julia 
Neville was born in the firft year of thofe 
inaufpicious nuptials, 

I defy any one to account for it, for 
Neville never gave a reafon for any of 
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his freaks; but I^ whodetefted him, wa^> 
fome haw in tolerable eftimation with 
iiim; but the utmoft advantage 1 could 
make of his favour, was to prevail on hiitt 
to fuffer me to fpend one month with my 
confin every year i during that whole pe- 
jpiod, the man was in agonies ; he coul4 
te>t bear we Ihould be a moment alone to*- 
gether ; fearing, as he confefled, I fhould 
inform her of fome nonfenfe^ the world 
■might report concerning him* 

The world was, indeed, pretty well in- 
formed j but I was too much interefted i» 
the peace of Lord Ruthven^ ^nd my 
friend ; to repeat to either, what I could 
not help hearing. There was nothing vile 
in man, which common fame did not im- 
pute to him ; innumerable were the ftories 
circulated of his conduft,^ both towards 
his wife, and many others; fome true, 
and (as is generally the cafe,) fome falfe ; 
nay,, it was once confidently faid, a young 

foreigner 
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foreigner foUowed him to England^ andL 
claimed him as her lawful hufband; but 
the matter after making a great noife, wasu 
fuddenly huftied up> no body knew how. 

For^my ow» part^ 1 believed him ca- 
pable of any thing,^ where he was fare of 
his own fafety: For when any danger 
immediately threatened hirafelf^^ there did 
not breathe a more abjeft fpirit ; and yet 
he was, at his outfet in lifCj, fidd not to^ 
want courage ; but vice, my dear fir, i& 
a great enervator of the fouL 

Lady Mary continued her exemplarjf 
conduQ: to the laft ; never did a fonder 
mother e.^ ; her obedience to the will 
of her biifband was implicit; but it was- 
the obedience of principle^ not afFcftion; 
and was accompanied with a cold and 
feigned folemnity; which enraged Neville 
more than oppofition, or perverfenefs 
could have doijiej I have often heird him^ 
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fwear, if flie would take the trouble t^ 
contradiat him>, he fhould.be happy. — fhe 
never did.. 



At tength, after fpending the bloom of 
his life, in rendering himfelf terrible to 
his family, hateful to fociety, and con^ 
temptible to the world ; he took cold by 
plunging into a river, as he was endea^ 
vouring to efcape from his own "game- 
keeper, who had caught him in the aft of 
fedxicing his wife ; the man either did not, 
or pretended' he did not know who the de- 
linquent was; but purfued him to the 
brink of the river, with an oaken towel, 
which in the chace he had ^freely ufed*: 
The- water was both deep and rapid, andhi« 
career of wickednefs had been then ended, 
had he not called aloud on his fervant to, 
fave his matter, in the hearing of feveral 
pafferg^by; who ran to his affiftance, and 
preferved: hira from immediate death: 
But the effeft of this accident,, if it might 

be 
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be fo called, was, though flow, equally 
Jure ; the cold fixed on his lungs, an in- 
flammation followed, which terminated in 
what is called a gallopiixg conifumjtion. 

The ^horrors of his corifcience, and the 
death-.bed retro(pe9; of an ill-fpent life, 
were in Mr. Neville fo. truiy terrible, f© 
fliocking to humanity, that I iiailen from 
the recolle£lion of a fcene^ from which 
affrighted nature recoiU. My coufin, at- 
his defire, fent iox fat Xo comfort Mm ^ 
poor wretch! h|id I not a ftironger motive^ 
fo much did ;I abhor him, I really believe 
1 fhould have rejeCled his. filmmons. 

The next extraordinary aft 6f £he un- 
accountable Neville, was to fend for his 
wife, to his bed fide^ fittd there Solemnly 
mtreat ftie would comply with a requeft, 
on which his prefent and eternal peace^ 
iie (aidj depended; -yhich he coAJuredher 

ibr 
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for the fake of his Julia, Who fto6d wecj 
ing by her, not to refufc. 

The end oF this man was fo tinlike ever 
other perfon, I had feen in that awfi 
fituation^ one felt fo much terror, an 
fo little regret, that all the foftening, an 
forgiving powers of a death-bed influcnc 
^ere annihilated : loft in the horror c 
the fcene j the fweetnefs of Lady Mary' 
^ifpofition, and his adjurations for th 
fake of her child, would certainly hav 
•prevailed on her to obey him, hafd I nc 
been prefent ; 1 bid him* name his will 
%efore he extorted her promife to fulfil ii 
■I He gave me a look a nd findin 
flie declined anfwering, informed u% h 
modeft requeft was, that Sie would pre 
inife never to marry — fhe was filent.— - 
Ah ! faid he, groaning, too well I kno^ 
you will; Moncrafs, your beloved Mor 
•crafs, will be your hufband; you eve 
iiated Neville ! — Oh! Mary, promife m 

4bi 
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iJiat the curfed Moncrafs fhall not be your 
choice ; I leave you the whole world be- 
lide — Oh] promife> promifeJ — 

: The name of Moncrafs, was an eleftri- 

^1 fhock to tjs both ; we looked at each 

^ther, for information ; it was long fince 

.i had even thought of him ; he had not 

bnce, fince her marriage, been the fub- 
jeft of our enquiry, or converfation ; nor 
had we an idea Neville knew^ or had ever 
iieard of him. 

MoDcra(s ! cried Lady Mary, ah ! 
where is he, does he yet exift ? 

Barbarous! anfwered Neville, is it thus 
you obey your hufband ? — thus you com* 
ply with my dying injunftions ? — between 
confternation and terror. Lady Mary funk 
into my anns« 

Aht 
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Ah! cried he, as the intervals of pair^ 
and weaknefs fuffered^him to fpeak; re- 
vive, my deareft Mary, nay |>oor^ injured^ 
—he could then fay no more, the hiccup 
and convuliions came on; pray for me— 
pity me — Oh i had I not loved as never 
mortal loved ; the horrors of this mo-- 
ment had been fpared me !— ^and then, 
but why fhould I fhock my nature;, or 
your*s with the frightful defcripiion— he 
died the fame evening. Oh ! may none 
4>f our latter ends be like his. 

X^ BUTX£K» 



I • 



L E T- 



A G N E JS. 4d 



2. E T T -E R XXVIL 



Mrs, Butler in €ontinmii<m» 



W. 



Soho- Squire* 



HEN I left Grovefnor-ftreet, my 
daughter defired I would take the fir ft. 
convenient opportunity^ to finifti the hi- 
ftory ^f General, and Lady Mary Mon-. 
crafs ; I was forry to underftand from 
het, you were indifpofed ; but hope this 
better, if it does not find you perfeflly re- 
covered, will, as you fgiy you are fo much 
interefted in the ftory, be a means of dif- 
pelling for awhile;, the ennui ofyouT very 
Colitary life. 

yoi. IL D What 
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What I have further to fay, will not 
take up fuch an enormous pacquet as t;he 
laft— you may believe it is no fmall grief 
to me to refleft, that fome other bio- 
grapher, may have to conclude the re- 
markable occurences of my friend's life, 
'ivhen I am perhaps no more. It is, in- 
'deed, very diftrefling to me, who have 
knowh, and fejt with my friend, a\l her 
hopes, and fears; when providence has 
removed every obftacle to her happinefs ; 
to fee that any fhould arife from the wick- 
ednefs of man — more wounding to her 
p^ace, then all that has paft; could my 
hiftory.have left her, in the quiet enjoy- 
ment of th^ felicity, fhe fo eminently de- 
ferves, I fhould conclude it with pleafure : 
yet, if " whatever is, is right" why fliould 
we murmur ? 

Lord Ruthven, you will conclude, was 
not long before he embraced his daughter ; 
wis youth appeared to be renewed, and he 

bore 
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hore th« fatigue of ttavelling poft, two 
hundred mites, without once getting out 
of his carriage, with the fpirit of five and 
twenty — Lady Mary flew to him — I am 
^eilored to itiy father, cried fibe, and 
fainted in his arms. 

My daughter, faid the Earl, as Ihe re* 
t:overed, what haft thou net fuffered— ^* 
how dear has thy obedience coft thee, 
tut never more witl I attempt to bias 
the inclination of my child — never op- 
pofe the wifh of her heart — that heart 
'where patience, fortitude, and honour^ 
have their refidence, cannot feel an impro- 
per impulfe; thy will, my daughter, fhall 
in future be thy father's— need 1 fay that 
in this hour of heartfelt gratulation, I alfo 
fcad my feare of the good Earl's kindnefs. 

We left Lord Rwhven at the abbey % 
vho undertook to appoint proper people 
X% fettk M-r. Neville's affairs, and fet off 

Da ia 
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in his carriage to, ^uthven ; where wc 
continued till the Earl joined us. 

The ftrange man could not be per^ 
fuaded to make a will; he had lived in fuch 
a contraBed way, that he had not fpent 
the tenth of his income ; and what was 
very oddj and will ferve to fliew you the 
extreme abfurdity of his charafter; al- 
though his domeftic affairs were con- 
duced with great parfimony, there were 
many thoufand pounds, in each of his 
ftewards hands, which had been fuffered 
to accumulate from year, to year, without 
intereft, from the time he came into the 
Neville eftates, till his death; his per- 
fonals were therefore very large, but the 
^ftates pafled to a diftant branch of the 
femily in right of male inheritance ; thefe 
matters were foon adjufted, and in a few 
months, we confidered the paft troubles, 
merely as foils to our prefent happinefs ; 
we divided our time between Ruthven, 

and 
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Belle- Vae, and I knew not of a wifli my 
coufin had ungratified,. 

It was during one of our excurfions t<> 
the latter place, when my eldeft fon, wha 
was then on a vifit to you, and his bro- 
ther, came to pay his refpeQ.s to Lady 
Mary. 

Conftance, faid fhe, fmiling, it is time 
Edward fhould go abroad ; it would cer- 
tainly raifc a laugh were we to travel in 
his fuite ; but (again fmiling) we might 
give him the meeting. Edward Was 
in raptures at the idea.. 

Young men, I believe, feldom take 
^Portugal in their tour, continued Lady 
Mary-^— Why not, madam,, (faid Ed- 
ward) if to form a propeii* judgment of 
men, and manners, be the objeQ: of the 
grand tour, why Ihould Portugal be paffed 
by ?« Nay, I know not, replied Lady 

D 2 Vi^x^ 
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M^ry, and turning to me^ I fbould thinks 
coufin^ fome irfeful difcoveFies^ oratteall 
obfervations^ might be made> even in the 
Brazils. 

Agreeable cne*s. Lady ^ary, I allow^ 
anfwerd I, but as to their ufe, you will 
pardon me > Don*t be a prude in your 
old-age, coufin, faid flie ^ I am refolved 
10 be a traveller in mine* 



V 



I fufpe£t as much noti}^ but as Edward 
fays> Portugal may lay in the way of the 
grand tour ; and, as in that cafe, we may 
as well begin^ as end there — why not fend 
him to reconnoitre ; a good general, couJ 
fin, will always know the ftate of the 
country through which he is to make hit 
way. And a fmsyrt aid-du-camp, in- 
terrupted Lady Mary, is no bad acquifi- 
tion to the mod experienced commander ; 
but a thought has juft ftruck me, will do 
better, than fending this poor, lad in queft 

of 
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of adYGntures for me ; when in all proba— 
^iUty, he fitncies himfelf perfeftly quali- 
fied, to fight windmills, and relieve dif- 
'tteffed damfels, on his own account*: 

Lady Mary was not quite fo ingenuous 
in this matter, as I had always found her-— 
jor the truth is, the thought had not jujt 
llruck her^ it had been long planned, and 
digefted; and only waited a proper period 
to be put in execution; you, Mr.Harley, 
muft remember an abfence of your wor- 
thy tutor for fome months;— he was, I 
need not tell you, a man of drift morals^ 
and folid underftanding. 

Mrs. Montford, was one among the 
many who paid their refpefts to Lady 
Mary on her return to Belle-Vue; fhte 
had been honoured in her younger days, 
with the friendfhip of th€i Ruthven famil)^, 
when they occafionally vifited that part<lf 
the world ; and (he was now, particularly 

D 4 •^\viV3V\'^V 
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anxioi^^ to obtain the patronage of h^r 
ladyihip for you : my daughter Butler^ 
her niece^ was alfo at that time uader her 
prote£Uon; I perfe£Uy remember hsr 
bringing you both with her»> attended by^ 
|4f.. Allen, to the old houfe,i where now 
Belle- Vue ftands^ 

> Mrs. Montford was one of tiiofe Tadies^ 
iwho kept up the credit of a fingle life^ by 
her urbanity, and good temper ;. fhe be- 
came fuddenly, a- prodigious favourite 
-vi^h Lady Mary ; and at laft it came out— 
,that the tefuk of all their clofetings, was 
the commiffion my coufin gav^e Mr.AlleB, 
to go to Lifbon in purfuit of Moncrafs ; 
he was now in waiting for his finaVih- 
ftruftions ; and as foon as jQie had 
concluded her laft (and as it pjroved ins- 
troduftory fpeech) Ike direfted a fervant 
to inform Mr> Allen, fl*e wifhed to fee 



He 
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He immediately appeared, and be- 
ing, fumiflied with proper creden- 
tials, began his journey to Lifbon the 
next morning ;-— his commiflion was to 
make every poffible enquiry refpefting 
Colonel Moncrafii — his circumftanxres— 
fituation in life — but above all, his do^ 
meftic engagements. We returned as foorf 
as he had departed to Ruthven^ andthera 
waited^ with no fmalh impatience, on the 
part of Eady Mary ; the refult of \iW 
enquiries^- 

0ur firft letter from Allen informed us,i 
that the. General was ^returfted to Lifbon; 
older, and perhaps wifer, but not richer, . 
rfien when in >. his youtS He ' had left it ;. 
with the addition of a young fon ^ to edia-i- 
oate, >:aTid provide for,, out of his pay* 

Moncra^ hadloft Ws ^ wife, in brin<T^ 
ing. her fon into the woridj< within the 
firft year of their marriage; - Don Sc- 

D 5 VjiK\Qr&^ 
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baftion, hcjr father, a hale widower of 
fifty-fix, after his daughter's death, took 
it into his head to fupply her place, by 
taking a young bride-*- when an old maa 
once adopts a whim of this kind, he is fel- 
dom over-nice in his choice — a buxom 
lafs, daughter to one of his fubaltems, 
iiappening to ftrike his fancy, he honoured 
her with his hand — and Ibe in return, 
brought him heirs in plenty to his large 
fortune ; whom flie took care fhould not 
only inherit the governor's riches, but al- 
fo engrofs his affeftions — and thus was 
poor McHicrafs, and his fon, cut oif from 
all expeQations from Don Sebaftion. 

The General, difgufted at this treatment 
from the governor, his health impaired 
by the climate, and tired of 4 fituation, 
where hi& honour would not fuffer him to 
grow rich, applied for a recall; anrfour 
enquirer found him at a fmall viUage^ 
within a few leagues of Lilhon; where 

fome 
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other fugitive families, his countrymen, 
who had alfo been in the Portuguefe fer- 
vice were fettled; living with great fru- 
gality, and fupplying to his fon, the place 
of a tutor, he had not ability to pay. 

Lady Mary inftantly difpatched the in- 
clofed letter: which with its anfwer, will 
render this a tolerable large packet — I' 
fhall therefore take the opportunity of 
clofing it, apd;am yours affcftionately 

Constance Butler*.. 



D6 \.^Tt- 
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Lady Mary Neville, to General Moncrafs, 
inclofed in the preceding. 

Riuhven-houfe* 

My dear General^ 

1 HIRTEEN years are bow ekpfed, 
fince the mail generous of men> rejefted 
the afFeftionate heart of Mary Ruthven ^ 
I have the letter he then wrote, now be- 
fore me ; my honour^ my hafpinefs, and 
that of my parents, were pleas that were 
offered— in oppofition to the feelings of 
his own heart-^to the fondnefs of mine— 
thofe pleas he told me, were founded on 
the everlafting rule of right, from which 
/ well knew he would not deviate. 
Oh ! thou miftaken cafuift — could the 
fate, which thy unrelenting obftinacy ex- 
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pofedme to^ have been known to thee— * 
the days — years of forrow I have endured 
— the infuks and indignity I have fuf^- 
fered — loft ta the bleffmgs of mutual af- 
feOlion, to the joys of fociety ; and to the 
endearments of my honored parent — a 
captive in the land of freedom — wedded 
to a mswi my heart abharred^ — while eveny 
tender fentiment of my foul floated (tha» 
hopelefs) on fancy's airy pinions in pur- 
fuit of thee — cou*dft" thou hav*e known^ 
this, at a^time when thy lympathy wouldf 
not condole^ and could not relieve m« j 
if I know thee, Moncrafs— ^and I- think i 
do, thy anguifh would have been infup-* 
portable — but it is paft — and my heart, 
my unalienable heart, which abandoned 
by thte, has, by turns fwelled with grief, 
and funk in defpair; now feeks repofe 
with thine. 

Wealth, I know General Moncrafs will 
defpife, he is indeed above it ; but he 
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once feared to reduce his Mary to his 
fortunes — Ihe exults it is now in her 
power, with confent of her father, to raife 
him to hers. He is an alien to his coun- 
try. What IS country but a name? a 
found, a nothing. Are not the bounte- 
ous fruits of the ever-teeming. earth, every 
where difpehfed ? — do not the dews of 
heaven fall, and one juft God reign over 
the whole creation? — the country of a. 
virtuous man is that where he can live,, 
with leaft offence to his maker, and moft 
benefit to his fellow creatures ; and as to* 
ine, what are climes, country,, kindred, 
to the poffeflion of the man I love ? fay/ 
then, Mon Orals, will you, now at laft, all 
ftorms fubfided,. and peace within our 
reach, accept your Mary's once more of- 
fered hand? invite \^tx to your:retiremenl 
—fay but Ihe will be welcome— and h^ 
lieve her already 6n the win^ to him who 
has ever been thcjirfl and Iq/t hope of 

Mary Nevul^e, 
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Gtneral Moncra/s to Lady Mary^ in anfwer. 



Lifbon. 

W HAT fhair I fay to you, moft love« 
ly, and moft beloved of women ? how re- 
concile you to yourfelf, for having made 
the noble and generous offer your letter 
contains ? or to the wretched Moncrafs 
for rejefting it? Ah I my adored Mary, 
were then thy beauty, thy innocence, and 
diy virtue, facrificed to one, whofe bar- 
barous heart was not congenial to thy 
own ? who knew not, felt not, the power 
of thy fafcinating graces? and did thy 
wounded, thy dejefted foul, turn, in ten* 
dernefs to . the unfortunate Moncrafs ?— 
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fweet flatterer ! ever charming friend ! I 
am unequal to th« tafk, >vhich honor im- 
pofes^— how dare I tell the woman I have 
ever adored, flie muft forget I exift? how 
much lefs, dare I rob her family, and 
her country, of their hjri^elT'oi'nament ? 
bring a woman of rank — ^nd fuch a wo- 
man ! to aflbciate with a fet of ruined fu*- 
gitives; Kve on her bounty — and accept 
from her, a fortune, which my cruel de-^ 
ftiny, disables, me from returning ; and 
what is, of the laft importance, entail dif- 
grace on her p^fterity. It muft not be — 
yet believe him, who has yet to learn the 
art of deceit,. I love — I adore you, even 
more than evec — were I a prince, with 
what pride would. I invite my Mary to my 
arms;, poor, undone, and fugitive as I 
am, I yet want refolution^ to bid you 
forget me, — No— madam— let me yet live 
in your memory, though £ite forever fe** 
perates you from* 

MONCRASS^ 
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LETTER XXX. 



Mri^ Btttler in continuation^ 



• SohouSquarc;. 

» - • ^ . 

X Will fuppofe- you have read General 
Moncrafs'S' heroic Billet, for it could 
fcarce be called alettec, which we had 
HO fooner done, then it was toffed into 
the fire, and aa quickly reCcued from the 
flames^ 

Did ever any body Rnow any thing fa- 
rexatious? cried Lady Mary, burfting 
into tears— but I am determined tx> con^ 
<|uer his proud fpirit; and. after half afi 
hour's converfation with the Earl, during 
whieh both our abigails and myfclf,. were 
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in a violent Iniftle — we fet ofF under tbe 
efcort of my fon to Falmouth, where we 
fretted away a fortnight waiting for wind; 
at laft that ferved, and we had a fine paf» 
fage to Lifbon* 

We went immediately ta the hotel^ 
where Mr. Allen waited tahear from us; 
and the next morning, proceeded to the 
refidence of Moncrafs. 

We found the General, fitting under 
ithe fhelter of fome vines, with his fon ; to 
^hom he was reading Fitzofborne*s let- 
ters, and was in the moment we ap- 
proached him, at the part of that. tender 
one to Cleora : 

" It is impofllible, I perceive, to turn 
^' off the mind at once from an objeft 
which it has long dwelt upon with plea- 
fure ; my heart, like a poor bird hunted 
•* from her neft, is jllill returning to the 

" place 
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" place of its aflFeftions ; and after ifome 
** vain efforts to fly off, fettles again, 
*< where all its cares, and all its tendemolk 
« are centred.'* 

At the coholufion c^ the iletter, be laid 
down the book^ and appieared to be loi^ 
in refledion. 

I thought him much altered, he was 
iun-burnt; ; his hair, which was undrefled 
and out of powder, was in many places 
changed, from a fine gloffy black, te 
^rey; the extreme brilliancy of hi« eyes^ 
were changed, though not lefs pleafing, 
to a fwimming melancholy, his figure re- 
tained its forpier grandeur, but there was 
alfo an interefting penfiven^fs, in his 
ivhole appearances 

Vanity, will certainly keep its reign in 
the heart of a woman, as long as it is 
ierifible of the tender paffion i Lady Mary 
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had taken uncommon pain^ in the decora-? 
lion of her perfon; flie was then in her 
thirty^firll year, a little inclined to the 
embonpoint, and allowing (as Hewlbn 
lays) for alterations, as lovely as ever. 
She trembled and changed colour, as 
V.€i obferved him,-^inlpmuch, that I 
was alarmed for her ; and my emotioo 
. diftured him — he ftarted — and perceiving 
a group of. ft rangers, was approaching; us 
with a polite refpeCl; but recojlefting-me, 
he again ftarted with furprife^ and again 
came forward, but though his eyes darted 
a joyful welcome, he paffed me without 
fpeaking. 

Lady Mary, as file told me afterwards^, 
felt in that moment for the dignity of her 
fex ; her conduft, in thus purfuing the 
General, was a kind of retrogade motion, 
that then difpleafed herfelf ; and flie had 
Ikt down, overcome with Ihame, at the 

foot 
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foot of a tree, hdf fainting, hardty able 
to wipe thp falling tear from her eye. 

The General did not fee her at firll, 
but the moment he knew me, his heart 
informed him who was n^ar, and guided 
him to her feet. 

This interview beggared defcription, his 
kneeling pofture was foon changed to a 
more endearing one; he fupportedhcr into 
his plain, but degant houfe ; and in fine, 
before fun-fet, the heroifm of felf-denial 
was no more ; romance kicked out of 
4oors, and Lady Mary Neville, metamor- 
pJiofed into Lady Mary Moncrafs. 

• 

The Earl foon joined us, with Julia ; who 
was two years younger than Reuben, the 
General's Ton; and I then left the happy 
groupe, to return to my own affairs in 
England ; where in two years, I had the 
fupreme felicity of meeting them again; 

hii 
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his ma|efty having been giracioufly pleafed 
to take off the attainder, againft thofe un- 
fortunate gentlemen, the wandering de- 
fqendants of thofe, Ivho had been in 

4 

aftual rebellion, and alfo reftored to them 
their confifcated eftates: the General 
therefore, now in pofleffion of hb natural 
inheritance, the weight of obligation 
removed from his mind, and no longer 
depending on the fortune of his lady, 
whofe pride it was, nevcrthelefs to inveft 
iiim with it ; had begun to taft^ th^ fweels 
of real felicity, or afled it extremely well; 
yh^n the evept happened, which has en* 
lirely deftroyed the peace, and will I fear, 
ultimately, prey on the life of my friend. 
And we perceive, fir, in her fate, the va- 
nity of all human forefightj two^ people 
whom kingdoins, and feas could not di* 
vide ; now agrpe on a voluntary fepara^ 
lion ; but I niuft do the G^ner^l jufticei 
however changed he may be in 0)Lh(eF re- 
fpe6ls^ his Aoble independant fpirit, is 

ftili 
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Hill the fame. He has declined retaining 
iny part of Lady Mary's fortune, ^nd 
even refufed to refide in the houfe he re- 
built in your neighbourhood, though he 
is very partial to the fituation, on any 
other terms but that of paying ^n equiva- 
lent, for the ground on which it Hands. 

I believe, fir, I have now fatisfied your 
curiofity, and fulfilled my daughter*s de- 
Rre," in refpeft to General Moncrafs and 

my coufih :- -*fhould any thing have 

efcaped me, which yoii wifli to be further 
informed of; I fhall be very ready to re- 
fume the fubjeS, and am, fir, &c. 



CoNiTANCE Butler. 



LET- 
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Edward Harl^f Efq; to Mrs. J-. Butkrt 



Hermitage, 

Yesterday, oh! my dear friends, 
the enchanting yefterday, I fet efF fof 
Belle- Vue, after a very reftlefs night, 
during which I had £ramed many apolo- 
gies for my conduft to Agnes, but re- 
jefted them, as inadequate to what my 
folly required, I was, however at laft, 
fo fortunate, as to pleafe myfeff in 
what I intended to fay; nay fo earneft 
was I in my deiire, to offer fuch an ex- 
cufc to a "woman of fenfe, as ftie might 
accept, and fo fearful of omitting any 
palliative circumftance^ that I committed 

my 
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my ideas to paper ; knd fet off to Belle- 
Vue -early, in order to have time, Ihould 
an opportanky offer^ of ^tertaining Ma^ 
demoifelle befere dinner. 

Within lialf a mile of the caftle, as I 
crotTed the common, 1 faw Agnes enter a 
little cottage in the green lane, at the 
back of the park paling ; I knew it was 
impoffible I could be miftaken, for though 
it was at a coniider^ble diftance 4;hat I 
.faw her^ there is fomething fo peculiarly 
elegant, in her form, her manner, her-:- 
in ihon there is none like her ; my he?irt 
i)ounded at the light, ihe was alone, and 
unattended. Ilhall want courage thought 
i, to addrefs her before the General, or 
Ihould he be abfent, there is Madame de 
Vallmont. 

I immediately alighted, and tied my 
feorfe to the gate -: I was feoq at the door 
of the cottage, which was fliut, and it was 

Voir. II. . E not 
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aiot till I had rapt with my whip, that I 
recoUefled, how extremely ^aibfurd I was 
Afting; what excufe could I poflSblymake, 
for intruding on the privacy of a lady, to 
whofe connexions and conduB:, I was fe 
^great a ftranger? 

I was interrupted in m train of tin-p 
pleafing ideas, which were crowding <w 
my imagination, and prevented from re- 
turning to my horfe, by the appearante 
of a youth about feventeen^ in a ragged 
black coat, who approacheil the door, 
with a ba(ket in his hand, and, as he with 
•great caution opened the latch, in a very 
low voice demanded my hufinefs ; it was 
no eafy matter you will allow, for me ko 
tell the lad, vhat I did not know myfelf; 
after waiting a moment for an anfwer^ X 
mras not prepared to give him.— 

Oh ! I know, faid he, appearing to re- 
vCoUe£^ Jbe pleafed to walk in; which I 

xiid. 
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^id, into a pnifefabk ftpartmettt through 
vhith he went on beckoninjg me to fol- 
low, to the foot of a little pair of Hairs, 
>«rt\ere he look off his fti'oesi ^and afcend* 
ed. • My catiofity was riow greatly e»* 
cite^i— where could Agnes be?-— and 
what her bufintfs in fuch a place as 
that ? at all events 1 was deteri!iiined to 
know; yet I Ropt iiwoluiitaiy «aft t4\e 
chamber door — ^where 1 heard whifperittg 
From different voices^ and a decent el- 
derly womarij prayed I would walk in> 
there, f5h1 Butler— 

There I beheld the lovely Agties, fit-» 
ling at the fide t>f fickrvefs, and heart- 
tending fonrow — Oh 4 bow divinely ani- 
tnated ^^'as her countenance, what beams 
of cdeftial fire darted from her lovely 
eyes, what a glow of fenfebility irradiated 

ber co\*ntenance. 
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A young girl was kneeling at her feet-i- 
4he lad who had opened the baCket^ flood 
Aehind the chair, while flie fmelledj as if 
•to try their efficacy, fome fal volatile 
-drops ; on the bed lay the emaciated form 
of an elderly womad, at that moment of<* 
fering up thankfgiving, and prayers, for 
the heavenly creature, who had fupplied 
her Wiants, and who bad given peace to 
her departing fpirit, by a firm promife to 
proieft her children. 

The furprife of Agnes, at fighl of mc, 
^yas vifible; her face was crimfoned over. 

Mr. Harley, faid flie, is it you ? — for 
teavens fake what brings you here?- d|d 
not you fay, (turning to the boy) it was 
the doftor?. 

He verily thought fo, he anfwerejd. • 

Whoever you are, fir, faid the fiiJk 
nwMnan, bear witncfc to the gbodnefs of 

tHat 
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&at angel-r— hear my grateful prayers, for 
my gentle benefaftrefs ; and let not her 
f^eet example be loft to the world. Be- 
hold the widow's heart, rendered joyful^ 
even *n the pangs of death; hear her 
^eak comfort to my poor orphans, and 
oh I may angels waft her goodnefs; to tl* 
throne of the prince of peace^ 

There was fomething in this addreft 
much fuperior to what I expeded in fuch 
a place ^ which added to the folemnity of 
the fccne, and the placid look of the an- 
gel, who illumined it; fo afFefiied me, i 
cannot defcribe itj I could fcarce refrain 
fkom proftration at her feet; and fhould 
certainly have done it, had not the doftor^ 
for whom the lad had miftakea me, juft 
then entered. 

; Agnes, the adorable Agnes ! then arofe, 
and retired with him to the further end of 
ihe room; after fome little converfation^ 

E 3^ ^^ 
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the dodor approadied the fick be<}^-*a2\di 

• 

Agnes ^f^\th kumitabji.e graee> prefented 
me her h^d i here fir> faid fhe, looking 
Toumi her— yott wiH perhaps trail yourfelf 
^ith me — I led. her down the ftairs^ flie 
took her umherellaj, and again prefenting 
her hand — in this place^ Mr. Harley, cbiw 
linued (be; the inmates of yo«r favourite 
grove a,re ftrangers ; it is long fince hap- 
pinefs, peace, or contentment,, have ea- 
tered this dwelling. 

And yet-*rmadam, I fbund^(n^ihere. 

Yes, returned fhc^ arid you are fur- 
prifed at it. 

That poor woman, is. the widow of a 
clergyman,^ the curate of a neighboiui-ing 
pariih, whof(f life was a facrificc to the 
duty of his profeffiori ; . being called to 
perform the laft holy office,^ to one of his 
flock, in a putrid fever ;^ he caught the 
infedion and died^ — leavii^ his, widow,^ 
and thofe two children, totally deftitute i 
grief and want has reduced the wid:>w t<^ 

the 
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tile fituation you have Teen — •fhame, and » 
falfe fliaannie I thiiikit was ; (fince every bod^ 
knows the Uberal heart of General Mon- 
i;rafs}.prevented her owning her poverty^ 
lUl Jhe was dyingr— and the children aU 
moft ftarved. I am the General's aImo««< 
ner gn thefe occafions^ but how came* 
you to drop in ? — yet why do I afk ?— 
your philantrophy, my philofopher, is- 
much better known than your perfon. 

What could be the reafon, having fol- 
Ibwed her into the cottage, for the exprefs- 
purpofe of apologifing for my behaviour 
to her yefterday; that I could neither 
avow it, or avail myfelf of the opportunity 
which chance had afforded me, of deli- 
vering the harrangue, I had taken fuch 
pains to compofe ? ftudied fpeeches, like 
after wit, are generally out of time ; and 
the truth is, I forgot every fyllable of 
mine* 
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Agnes alcribed my vifit at the cottage 
to a motive, I knew I did not merit— but 
it was in vai% that I called to my tccoI* 
le£iion> the meamiefs of attribtiting, oi 
fufFering her to attribute it to charity; 
my heart tc^d r^e it was wrong>. that in 
this inftance the fufFering her to continue 
in her miftake, was an a6l of deceit ; all 
this I felt ; yet could I not, had my exif- 
tence depended on it> have afligned this 
interview to its real caufe ; but, as w« 
proceeded in our walk towards Belle- Vue, 
I felt myfelf lefs conftrained ; (he was iii 
remarkable high fpirits, and fo blended 
iier fine underftanding, with good hu- 
Yiour, that I was in raptures ; and could 
very juftly fay of her, what the friend of 
Euphrates faid of that wife man : ** her 
" coDverfation fo captivates your atten- 
tion> that you hang as it were upon her 
lips, and even after the heart is con- 
^* vinced; the ear ftill wifhes to hang on 
** the harmonious reafoner'/' 

Before 
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Before we tfeached the houfe^ I had got 
the better of my irrefolutiori, timidity^ or' 
what you pleafe to call it— I could do juf- 
tice to the benevolence of her foul, the 
elegance of hfer mahners, and the fweet-.r 
nefs of her difpofition ; her eyes became* 
lefs brilliant^ but more beautiful, (yet 
how could that be) than when- 1 met her 
at'the cottage; Ihehiuig on my arm, flat-^ 
tere<t me with her eift^em, faid, flie be-^ 
Ueved there was a likenefs in our difpofi- 
tions, a parity of fentioients, riiat might, 
fee beheved, conciliate a virtuous friendi- 
&ip ; if 1 waft 6ne of thbfe^ who allowed^ 
facb a thing- might exift; between two. 
young peopte of a different fex. She is; 
ibgeniuity itfelf; anidtte primitive i&mpli-^ 
city of the graces; is in ai) (he utters. Was^ 
it ftrange, fo! charmed^ fo eiigaged, and> 
fo favored' r I entire!)^ for^t? where Ihad^ 
left my hptfe, 'till on* entering^' the hoiftfe,. 
ftilt arni in 4irm. ; the divine ^w»oman took- 
hgldiof the gendrali with her. 'cHher arm;. 
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and wadking between ttg^fom^i i;betf^' 
loon, r<;pes(ted to him>)eveiy cu^cuinftaape 
of our ^ci<k|ital nfc^ingf oci iMfhichhe 

for my healtib this mormng ?* )I then k^ 
colledjed the (Huatipa m "which I left my 
horfe, and CQpfefs'd^ ibaa; I had fbiia^ 
Mifs:de Qourci's caqveri^iQii lb fa&inat-ii 
ing, it had entirely 0mt put all the reft of 
the world ; he ws^ fo gopd as. to direct % 
groom to take my orders ; biK the creah- 
ture had no fympathy^ the deg^ei^t^ 
houyhnhnms had gotJ^ofe^ and taken himr 
felf quietly hqme^ URWndful i(>fi the poof 
yahoo his inafter s a oircpniftap^c;^ Qbotalrt 
together pleafing to BeRfofi^ who* wa« f^r^ 
feftly furc when flie faw him return^ I hidt 
met with fbme accident. ; m iM^nfequenco 
of which, all . my own people^ wMh halfi 
the rabble ; of the i village- at t|ieif licel^ 
qame pofUng down to Belle-^y u^ enquiiv 
ing all the way, whether auiytif his homo^'i 
firay limbs had been feen. . 
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* Good heavens ! cried Madame de ValU 
mont, as we fat at dinner^ oppofite the 
bow window^ which commands the road j 
"vrkere are all thofe people driving? what 
can poffibly be the matter ? it was a fight 
pcrfeflly- new^. at Belle- Vue, though thd 
good creatures often favour fne, with theit^ 
company in fcores; a fervant was dif- 
patched to make enquiries, and returned • 
with a difmal accottn^ of '''as how 'fijuire 
'* Harley had i rode out in^ the ih6rBi'ng,> , 
^^^ and fure, and farlen brok^ hi^' ileck| , 
^ becaufe as how the horfe was come 
*^bome with all his tackJe loofe. •' Thl# 
was ridicutoi^is enough, you* 11 fay, biiH- 
hav'e forgiven William,^ who was out of 
^he way Without leave, or would have be- 
haved more reafonably ; and I have givtri * 
Benfon a new gown, becaufe, in the firft ^ 
place, the General was pleafed to exprefs 
himfelf delighted at fuch proofs of affec- 
tion from my fervants, and poor neigh- 
bours ; and becaufe it called the tear into 

X6 the 
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the eye of Agnes, wko gave her own or- 
ders the honeft creatures fhould be re- 
galed with cold meat and ftrong beer; 
^d becaufe^ Butter, fbe again pt efented 
me her foft hand, and would walk between 
me and the General to the (ervant's-hiall, 
to cbnvince them 'fquire Harley was alive 
and well* 
\- 

What mor^ pafled, be{bre*-*a{terward% 
er at the time ; I proteft I know not i the 
General, Agnes, and Madame de Vail- 
mom ; were fo obliging as tofet me down 
at the foot of our hiU; from whence I 
watched the return of the carriagej^ 'ttU 
•* Darknefs hover'd o'er the ground/' 
When I returned to communicate to you> 
<he happinefs of your 

Edwako Harley^ 



LET- 
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Edward Ua^rUy, Efy; iq^S. Butler, £/p ' 



Henrntage^r 

X Dincdyeftcrday; hy iDvitatiDH, at fielle-* 
Vue ^ it was the birth-day anniverfary of 
the printce, in whofe fervice, the General 
pafled the early part o£ his life; and is 
always obfeived with f]plendour» and mag^ 
nificence, at, whatever place he happens 
to be ; the General was feated at the head 
of his own tabli^, Mii^ de Courci on bis 
right handy and Madame de Vallmont oii 
his left; the guefts were feventeen in 
number befides my felfj and aU gentlemen: 
our hofij was all that wit, wine^ and good 

humour 
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humour could make him; it is his cuftoin^ 
he informed us on this anniverfary^. to do 
all poffible honour to the king of Portu^^ 
gal ;, fcomnots, and repartees^ flew about; 
a band of mufic played during the time of 
our dining, the ladies^.ia compliment to- 
the' Gener-al, were Ufo very chearful,. 
wine, and mufic, w^ere blended with the 
fallies of lively imaginations,, and- thought 

. T^a^ it was mot banini'd^ my foub funk- 
within me^;. when I beheld ^ the chacming. 
Agnes,, her whofe feeling heart, w^o& 
heneyolent tendernefs^ . and whofe mot 
deft ingenuity ; had fo< charmed me in 
pur w^lk from the cotiago; whexi l< 
beheld^ and confidered- her, all lovely. 
11$ (he is/ th^ pro^efty af' libertiifmi 
fj^l Butler, how was it pt^ble i could 
finter into ihefcftivity of the day ; fee 
yrithdrew after dinner, rather eaarlierthart 
llfualj what woujd I not have given to 
- : i have 
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bave^MiendeS feevfi ^buriicuftdm^ i tyrant 
caftom fof bad it^ ^ye^ihe: aching vikl fiiQ 
kft in^myiii^Vi^nder^iiMt aln)<ift;i^ 
feaiib^; amidft^e r6ar of imrth^ i wa^ 
inaniiiaie ;. 9Mi wmt; inftead of having 
the ufual effe£l.af exhila«atidg my fpirid^ 
lerved only ta deprefc them the more.. 



» • « 1 1 li 



At iaftifthrenrelooiM fixmmom ioihg 
tcs^tdhWy changed tbe feene ; vhkh Aflft 
no^fooner «»emovedt> then tihe^ General led 
tHe devoted Agne^ *o the organ; Whfere 
flie played 3bml I fuhg, ft«f t4ie aihufement 
ef meh; ly^o^e fobereft iaciihiejs^ ccmtd not" 
have A>iiejiiftice' toiler tafte arid *execti-' 
tion i abd who 4i0w,» heated Witlr^Be r 
di&oiiouP0d .htr' 'hy ^^ir/^ocifirotto-ap^i^ 
^aufe : Ah I Batle? ! how I fck for her— ^ 
for het»iftiX--ft)r hiy (w«. * ^ * * 

^ A'frapagnlfictent'ft^fcr, comrluded the 
feftivity of tli^ ^ay ; the General infiftet! 
Oil my toX«g a bed at fiellc-Vue, as it 



Jl 
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tvas very late^, or rathtr early befbre* the 
guefts feparaud : Agnes did not appear at 
(upper, I indeed could weU fpare her frohi 
fuch a party ; her abfence now ^as plea£- 
ing to me, I rejoiced at iin— and k was 
the firft time I could do fo. 

I arofe this morning rather before my 
Vifual hour, and walked inter the air, in 
&ope^ tpiget rid of a violent pai|i in my 
head ; and had the pleafure of meeting 
Mifs de Courci on the terrace; my head-^ 
ach vanif]:^ed at hfir fight,, but ah!. £utler, 
where is the prefcription, which wiHr re- 
move, the ftill more acute pain of my 
hcart. i } : Thr^ hpurs we loltei^cd in thifr 
de^ii^tful walk,, oQcafioiially refting on< 
ooe^^ or other o^ the gai^dcn feats ^ *hrefe 
hours, I had the fefiqity |o.,a[iteftiiini ftndi 
be entertained by her ; what tranfporting. 
femfation^ a^e >CTeatc4 ibjfi^j^^n^flp^p for 
fiich a woman;, could the fpnfttailift, wHoJfe 
infatiate appetite roves without true p|es^^, 

fure. 
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fure, becaufe without fenfibility, in queft 
of variety j could the libertine, . who 
triumphs in the fall of innocence^ without 
daring to fay he has tafted unalloyed hap- 
pinefs; could they experience the feel- 
ings of a heart, fo fraught with friendfliip,. 
as mine for Agnes ; they would acknow- 
ledge the futility, the vanity of their own 
purfuits ; and devote themlelves to a pla- 
tonic regard,^ for fuch a woman, if fuch 
there bcj^ as Agnes de Courci. 

. With her I am not in danger, I may 
indulge the thrilling partiality of my foul 
for her, without injury to htr peace, or 
jciflc to my own ; I cannot involve her ia 
the incoveniences of my fmall fortune; I 
cannot marry her, and how can I regret, 
that I have not that in my power ; yet 
Butler, it is a folemn truth, that la her 
fQcietj^^ I could forget the world. 

Edward Harley. 
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,jf. Butkr, EJq} <to JEdward Barky ^ EJ^ 



My dear £dward» 

i^AROLINE being yet forbid writings 
1 take at her requeft, one half haur, be- 
fore I leave town, to fey to you, a great 
deal from her, and a few words from my- 
felf. In the firft place then, flie fays, that 
although Ihe certainly did exprefs great 
curiofity refpefting the favorite of Generai? 
Moncrafs ; it was very far from her wijhy 
or expeftation, that a woman of her cha- 
rafter, fhould fo entirely engrofs. ^he at-- 
tention of her 4ear Harley ; flie is 

alarmed 
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alarmed at the extreme pleafure^ you take 
in her faciety; which ihe thinks is an im^ 
peachment of your underftanding ; and 
wilhes you to remember, the old axiom^^ 
of evil communications, &c. Ihe bar-# 
gained to be toldj as in the cafe of Patty 
Lucas ; all the rural tranfa6tions of your 
village, which you feem entirely now ta 
negleQ ; and to fubftitute in their room^ 
obfervations, and events, which are fo 
full of Agnes, that they are like the feaft 
of Bbileau, every dilh favours of nutmegs 
aad would, wqre flic not certain of the 
innate re6iitude, and hon^ft pride of your 
heart, make her tremble for your peace, 
for with fiich a right titrned miad as yours, 
utter rmn^ ihe thinks, would be the con- 
fequence, of your imbibing fa paffion, in-» 
xompatimble with hohor, and reafon ; flie 
therefore implored you to guard your 
heart, ags^nftthe Circe of Bdle-Vue. 



/ 
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So much for Caroline, arid now Ed- 
ward, a word, or two^ from myfdL 

This Agnes, all the world allows is a 
very fine girl, (he is, you fay; pleafing in - 
her manner, fenfible, engaging, arid ac- 
complifhed; fhe has* even the art, for art 
depend upon it, it is; to afFeQ: that cer-» 
tain delicacy, that truly feminine fome- 
thing, to which the hearts of men of un- 
derftanding, oftener pay homage, than to 
beauty* there is none like her; upon jny 
word, Mr. Edward Harley, you go great 
lengths in this fair ones commendation ; 
and were there not a few infurmountable 
buts in the way, I fhould, as Caroline 
lays, tremble for you myfelf — ^you are a 
little touched I believe^ but I'tis not froni 
the aforefaid buts, I dare fay any d^ng 
more than a mere fcratch ; it is impoflible, 
a toy, a woman kept . for the purppfe of 
.vice, by an old married man, can have 

iaad» 
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made a ferious impreldion on Edward 
Harley ; I do not fufFer myfelf to fuppofe 
it ; while therefore, you find you Can 
play with your partiality for her, I {hall 
be glad to hear you indulge it ; becaufe 
if you once become attached to the fo- 
xiety of fprightly females, the next ftep 
will be to leave a place where they are 
not, and remove to where they are to be 
ibund ; fo far, fo good ; but Edward, if 
on the contrary, you feel this woman 
^rows of importance to your happinefs; 
order your chaife and fly immediately; 
there is no alternative — you efteem the 
General, but you would not marry his mif- 
trefs ; nor would you rival him, in the af- 
feftion of a woman he has given fuch proofs 
of loving, evenif it were in your power, or 
if you did, fuccefs in this cafe, would be 
deftruClion; remember therefore, there is 
as much honor, in a well conduced re- 
treaty as in oonqueft ; but one word more 

of 
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t>fCarorme» flie infifts on your continuw^ 
ing an unreferved correfpondence, as fee 
caoinot clfe flatter herfelf, you take in good 
part, tlic friendly folickud^ for your wei* 
fare, ever felt by. 

Dear Ned, your truly affedionate 

« 

James 

CAitojtiNE Butler* 



L E t^ 
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"L E^T E R XXXIV. 



Edward Hariri Efq; icy. Sutler^ Efq: 



Hermitage. 

W HAT fhall I' fay to you, my brother, 
tny lifter, your cautions are well meant, 
Tjut if your farmifes are jaft, they come 
loo late to be of arty fervice to me ; cer- 
tain it is, thi* woman fills my foul, the 
woman whofe conduft you fay, and I 
cannot deny, is an offence to virtue, oc- 
cupies the whole heart of him who would 
not fwervc from her ftrifteft rule. 

Rival the General : — marry his miflrefs :— 
liow ray principles rejeft the one fuppofi- 
tion, and my honor the other; to fly then 
is your alternative. Ah ! Butler ! leave 

her— 



^ ^ 6 N £ S. 

tier — fee her no more — where-^in what 
diftant clime— among what race of beings 
could I forget her? where is4t her image 
^ould not purfue me ? where would the 
foft found of her voice, be loft on my 
•ears ? what amufements ? what avocations 
would exclude her from my ideas ? would 
the hardeft labour, take from my liand, 
the trembling fenfibility, a touch from 
Tiers occafions ? my mind is againft her, 
but my heart is fubjugated: if I appeal 
to reafon, what will that avail roe ?^ — I have 
already made the experiment — reafon 
only points out to me her thoufand ex*- 
■cellencies — it applauds her judgment- 
echoes her fentiment6,and repeats her very 
words ; I oppofe the precepts of morality 
—which have been the guide of my own 
a&ions — againft the imputed enormity of 
liers — but in vain— her charity^ her l)e- 
nevolence, and fweet difpofition ; are a 
Aandard of morality, more loyely, and 
imore attraftive, than all philofophy ev^r 

taught ; 
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feittght ; I have no happinefs but in her 
fociety — and have not refolution to tear 
myfelf *from her. I am now a conftant 
vifitor at Belle-Vue, or rather, I am per- 
fcQly at home there. 

We walk out — we ride — ^ve converfe-— 

and form the moft happy parties together ; 

the General and Madame de Vallmont are 

^n addition, but no interruption to our 

fociety, becaufe we are not. confcious of 

a meaning, it is improper for them to de- 

velope ; I have the honor, frequently; to 

give them tea at my Hermitage ; and fomc- 

times {he drops in alone ; (he paints with 

€Xquifite tafte, my library is adorned with 

many of her pieces— and I have fome of 

her poetry, which would convince my 

Caroline, if ihe is loft to virtue, it is not 

by choice. 

But ftie'is here, my foul bounds at her 

approach, oh !^ how my fenfes aeh at her. 

Vol. !!• F ^>} 
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My hand, which ever trembles when I 
write of her, had fpots of ink on it. 

You are writing, Mr. Harley, faid fhe. 

I own'd I was. 

I would venture a trifling wager now, 
by that guilty look I was your fubjed, 
come, let me fee how I look on your pa« 
per ; and {he was a&ually proceeding to 
the library— 

I trembling leized her hand. 

She faw my confufion, which I believe 
raifed her curiofity — fhe ftruggled — fear 
cf offending rendered me refolute — -fhe 
faid I hurt her hand, and burfl into tears. 

Wretch ! that I was — / excited thofc 
tears— I gave pain to the heart of Agnes, 
for fure I am I did not hurt her hand. * 

I threw myfelf at her feet^deareft 
Agnes— do not kill me with the fight of 
thofe precious drops. 

Her tears continued to flow. 

I was half diflrafted— I attempted in 
ysda to foothe her— Ihc turned from me 

with 
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^kh difpleafure— it was the firft frown I 
had ever feen an her brow, it almoft took 
from me the power to breathe— I flew to 
my library, and fetched the unfiniihed 
ktter — 

Here thou irrcfiftible woman, cried I, 
in ahgaifh ; this is the letter I was writing^ 
'^ymi arc the fubje6l — read it — and then 
compleat my fate^-banifli me from your 
{riendfiiip, and prefence forever— 

Pleafure again refumed her natural 
throne— the eyes of Agnes fparkled— 
every trace of vexation vanifhed, and the 
dreadful frown' was no inore; No, Mr. 
Harley, faid ihe, I will not accept of an 
extorted confidence; rior believe, though 
attefted by yoarfelf, yon could write, what 
were I to read, would lofe you my friend- 
ihip ; pat up your letter my phiiofopher 
«-^aiid extending her hand— let us be 
friends. 

On my knees I took the dear pledge of 
peace and prefled it ardently to my lips. 

Fa Oh! 
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Oh ! Agnes, Agnes, never — never 
more venture at fuch an aft of reconcilia- 
tion ; in that moment- 
Butler let not my filler know my weak- 
nefs. 

In that moment, all my boafted forti- 
tude had near forfaken me ; I tremble at 
my own ideas — yes — in that moment, I 
forgot what was due to myfelf — and to her 
-—the obftacles to an honorable union ; the 
infamy of a vicious one ; paffion, wild and 
ungovernable, took poffefli'on of mywhole 
foul ; the dear Agnes melted at the emo- 
tions flie had occafioned*— looked — -but 
let me forever forget her looks— for while 
I knelt before her, I remembered only 
ihdil Jhe was lovely, and that /adored hen 

Happily however, before an aft, a 
word had efcaped me, to confirm the wild 
4iforder of my looks; recoUeftion flafhed 
lake fire on my brain — the ftrong fenfa- 
tiojns of my mind, the inward conviftion 

of 
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of latent guilt,, aad ingratitude, aflualiy 
exifting in my foul, under the plaufibLe 
form of platonic frJendfliip, overcame'. me 
— a darknefs, which: I can only likens to^ 
what I conceive of Milton's meaning, 
when he fpeaks of - 

** Darknefs vifible** it 

came before my eyes ; I fell back. 

Agnes fhrieked and called for herp— 
fee flew to fupport me, but her weak ef- 
forts could not prevent my finking on the 
ground — my fervants, who now entered, 
helped to raife me, I foon recovered.; 
and they left the room. 

How you have frightened me, Mr. 
Harley, faid (he, taking my hand^— 

To her aftonifliment, I fnatched it from 
her. 

Tears again gufhed from her eyes— 
and I was again frantic ; I befought her 
to leave me — bid her, who had the world 

F3 ^^ 
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at her command^ not to aflbciate with 
jnifery 



She wept without anfwering— — 

Oh! Agnes, cried I, I conjure you to 
leave me — on my knees I conjure you— 
you are not fafe with me— I am not to he^ 
trufted — return to your proteftor — I am 
miferable — but I would not m^e you fo 
—leave me to my fate. 

If you wife me gone, Mn Harley (laid 
ihe) in a tender accent, I will certainty 
oblige you — but (bmething has drfturbed 
and perhaps affliOied you — ^mpole your- 
ielf — then if you fay you are weary of my 
friendfliip, and defire my abfence, I will 
inftantly leave you ; flie turned from me 
to the window — I followed her — tears 
were in her eyes 

Do you really wifli me gone, Mr. Har- 
ley ? faid fhe, in a voice fcarce articulate* 

What could I fay ? 

She continued with me fo late, that we 
did not reach Belle-Vue *till dinner was. 

ferved 
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ferved — I returned in the evening, and 
found this once dear paradife a defart. 

The poor widow is dead-^«I took her 
weeping fon from the grave of his mother, 
as Agnes did the daughter ; how eloquent 
is he in her praife — (hunning oftentation 
in all her charities^ fiie attribues to the 
General's command^ the relief her own 
heart communicates. 

You may truly fay, Caroline, that 1 
negleft the rural occurrences of my own 
village — I am even fo abftrafted, frojn 
every concern, in which Agnes has not a 
fliare; that I am become a ftranger in my 
own houfe ; the old gardener with tire-- 
fome affiduity, talks of this improvement^ 
and that plantation ; if I hear him, it is 
with a diftafteful apathy, if by accident 
he meets me in the grove, and points out 
to my obfervation, any of the mighty 

F 3 things 
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things on which he is lo intent, I fee them 
indeed, but it is with a vacant eye ; yet, 
do not chide, |ny beloved filler, the 
heart, which with all its frailties, will 
ever be warmly, and affeftionately de* 
voted to you. 



EjDWARD HaRLEY, 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXII. 



Edward Har ley, Efq; to J. Butler ^ Efq; 



Hermitage. 



p* 



IHave ^gain deliberately, and would I 
could fay difpaffionately, perufed your let- 
ter ; you are perfefily right, fny fafety is 
only in flight ; IhaveJoft all tafte for every 
earthly enjoyment but her fociety; the 
"whole world, is divided in my ideas, only 
by -whercjhe is, and where Ihe is not ; the 
little fpot which coatains her, would, were 
I, the greateft potentate oa earth,, be a 
boundary to my ambition. 

F 5, How 
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How has this fatal paflion grown on 
xne — in how Ihort a period have I expe- 
rienced the veracity of your prediftions. 

But will abfence reflore my ferenity ? 
Oh ! that it would ! in refpefl; to your 
advice^ and in regard to my own peace, I 
ought to make the triaU - 

I will not vifft Belle- Vue, I will en- 
deavour to recal my wandering thoughts^ 
to thofe fweet haunts, where once, they 
were bounded by content; my poot 
neighbours, and guilelefs &iend^, I have 
ncgle61:ed your wants,^ and forfaken your 
intereJis j thou veneraWe fhade, impervi^ 
ous to the rays of the fcarching fun; 
canft thou not fcreen me from the de- 
vouring flame that confumes me ? will not 
the gentle murmur of the clear ftream^ 
whofe enamelled banks I have fo carefuU 
ly decorated, afiuage the anguiib of my 
tortured foul ? 

At 
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At leaft I will try^ 

This is the fecond day I have adhered^ 
to my refolution ; what a frightful chafm 
has it made in my exiftence ; I would- 
write to yoii every hour, but have no fub- 
jeft,. but her, I will not name. 

•» # # 4F # # » « # * 

Eight days are now^ elapfed, fince I 
have been at Belle-Vue; I have anfwered^ 
to the repeated enquiries of the General, 
that the bufinefs of my farm, deprives me 
of the honor of attending: him ; an apo- 
logy which were I capable of applying to 
my affairs would not only be natural, but 
true;. Eight days !— I have not heard 
the found, of Agnes's name, except from 
the friendly echo of my own grove, eight 
days !— L have not fecn the face I adore— 

F 6> V 
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I have not contemplated the mafter-piece 
of nature — I have not even enquired after 
her! 

When the fervants appeared from 
Belle-Vue, I retired out of fight, not 
daring as I eagerly ufed to do, to take a 
jneffage myfelf, left my officious tongue 
fliould enquire after her. Her — whom? 
the miftrefs of General Moncrafs. Ah ! 
Ihe is herei 

Edward Harley. 
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Edward Harley^ Efq; to J. Butler y £fq; 



X HE inilantuyoii receive this, take the 
proper fteps to purchafe a commiflion for 
me in a marching regiment; one going 
to the Eaft, or Weft-Indies^— to the Aiv- 
tipodes , any where* 

t ^ 

' ■ .!':'■ 

I inclofe power to fell out o^ the flocks^ 
what money may be n^ceffary fqr the pur— 

pofe 1 will accept no favour from 

General Moncrafs. 



L E.T- 
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In anfwer to a ktter that does riot appear. 



Mr. Sarl^ to Mr. Buikr^ 

W HY, my dear brother, do you fo^ 
deeply probe the wounds of your unhappy 
Harley? you. know not the pain you in- 
fliS ; it is on th6 condition only, of your 
forbearing your cruel kindnefs I can re^ 
feme my pen- 
General Mbncrals has no right tt) be 
offended vith< me,/ foF refufing his^ favor 
—what — becaufe I am confcious I cannot 
be grateful? would you infer that u a rea- 
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fon I fhould accept obligations ? has he, 
or any man, a right to impofe a debt on 
me, it is not in my nature to pay? 1 ac- 
cept no favor from General Moncrafs, let 
him take it as he will, my refolution i^ 
unchangeable. 

E. Harley. 

What are Caroline's diflikes to the 
German ftory of Werter ? what reafon will 
her gentle nature give, for refufing her 
compaffiiKi to the involuntary forrows of 
the heart ? ** it is ^ bad ftory,i fhe fays, 
divinely told,*' the ilory may >be'fi&itious^ 
but the writer muft have felt — poor Patty 
Lucas faid it was hard to- die of love-- 
but yet, fhe aver'd it might be — I am fure 
it may — but a piftol ball is quicker,, more 
certain,, and le£s.pain^ 



V.^*^- 



J 
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LETTER. XXXVL 



Mr, Harley to Mr. Butlen^ 



Hermitage; 

W EAKER than infanq^, and more va- 
riable than the elements, is your Edward; 
two days ago I rejefted all favour from 
General Moncrafs: to-day, my Agnesj 
ah! would to Godftie was indeed minei 
brought the commiffion ; . I Q)urned at the 
idea of accepting it. 

For wy fake, Mr; Harley, forthe fiike 
of Agnes de Courci^ oh ! her power over 
my fenfes, her empire over my reafon is^ 
enchantment—* 



' J 
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I go to-morrow to infult my own prin- 
ciples, by returning thahks for a fiavor^ 
my heart revolts at acpepting|; ray burft- 
ing heart ! 



£• Harley^ 



LE.T^ 



i 
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LETTER XXXVIL 



Mr. Harky to Mr. BtUler in continuation. 



X HE General's reception of xne, was at 
once friendly and folemn ; he did not, he 
faid, vfifh to know more of ray aflFairs, 
than I chofe to confide to his friendihip, 
he would not therefore enquire into the 
reafons of my depriving him of the plea- 
fure of feeing me at Belle-Vue : nor of 
the motives, that had fo fuddenly induced 
me to give up a plan (alas it was torn from 
my foul) top romantic, he had always 
forefeen, to be lading : it was enough for 
him, that I meant to become a ufeful 
member of fociety, withbut troubling him- 
felf about the methods, by which an event 
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fo acce|>table to him^ and all my friends^ 
had been brought about : he cautioned 
me to avoid an error, many young peo- 
ple he knew had fallen into; who having 
began in retirement^ and fancied them-> 
ielves wonderfully happy ; no fooner get 
a glance at the great world, than they 
fall into the moflt blameable exceifes; he 
warned me againft deep play — and added^ 
that as the firft approaches to evil, were 
eafietl avoided, and as I had at prefent^ 
too many refources within my own mind, 
to be fond of cards ; b^ recommended it 
to me, never to enter into parties, to 
which my inclinations, as well as the re^ 
fpeft, and politenefs, due to the company^ 
I might happen to meet with, did not 
kad me^ 

As to your general conduft, Harley^ 
faid he, putting a volume of Shakefpere 
into my hand ; if you engrave the advice 
given by old Polonious to his fon on your 
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memory, and adhere to the exceHent 
maxim,, he lays down for the conduft c£ 
Laertes ; you will need no other monitor 
through life. 

Noble General Moncrafs! why cannot 
I be the very man you firll honoured with 
your notice? his fon,. Mr» Reuben Mon^ 
crafs, a very fine young man, whom I had 
not before feen, was prefent; he intro- 
.duced m^ to him, with fojnany encomi- 
ums, on the gpodnefs of my heart, and fuch 
^ftianifeft proofs of the tendernefs of his 
own ; that I was ^n the point of throwing 
fiayfelf at hi^ feet, and laying all the fecret 
depravity of my foul, open to him. 

But I was deterred by the fear of in- 
juring Agnes, and returned home exceed- 
ingly tT)difpofed> as foon as dinner was- 
removed.. 

Home 
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Home did I fay — what home have the 
:mirerable ? once, it was the raanlion of 
peace — it is now dark, difmal, and hate- 
ftil; t1ie officious kindnefs of poor Benfon^ 
throws me into iranfports of paflfion — I, 
who was onrce refpefted for the mildnefs 
o»f my temper, am become furious and 
vindiftive; I no longer regard my farm — 
the clamours of my difcarded poor, ceafe 
to "affeft me — ^my fc«fes fleet from me— 
all fenfe of joy I meain, for that ofjorroxo 
is funk deep in my heart 

Peggy; the widow's daughter, has joift 
brought me a note — ^it is from Agnes — 

The NOTE. 

Agnes de Courci to Mr. Harley. 

I am grieved at the diftra6led flate of 
your mind ; unhappy man ! whence arifes 
your de%air ; roufe from tkis unavailing 

forjrow ; 



\ 
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forraw ; you place happinefs out oF the 
reach of time ; you are now a foldier, 
your country i^ at peace, but you have a 
tafk more difficult than conquering the 
foe, you muft fubdue yourfelf; in the 
mean time you will come to bid us adieu : 
Let me a(k a proof of your friendlhip for 
Agne« de Courci, you will receive many 
of hers to you; let us fee you chearful, ^- 
ftrvc to be fortunate, and you will be fo 

Agn£s o£ Courci. 

I SUB now going (having informed my 
own people of my intention, and given the 
iicceffary orders for my departure) to pay 
my refpe6U at Belle-Vue ; I fliall fee you 
very foon. Adieu ! 

£• Harley* 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXVIIT. 



Harly, Efqi to jf. Butler. 



Hermitage, 

jL E S, Butler, yw, Caroline, rigid mo- 
ralifts, I have obeyed you; I have left 
my Hermitage ; heavens ! can it be ? I am 
now thirty miles from Belle- Vue, from 
Agnes; and does my heart yet beat? Qovrs 
the blood, which rofe to all the purturba^ 
tion of frenzy, but laft night at her touchy 
in even currents through my veins ? oh ! 
thou ever enchanting arbitrefs of my 
fate I it is in vain I meafure fpace to fly 
from thee ; thy loved idea will purfue me 
to the confines of mortality ; and to for* 
get ihec, every thing muft vaniih from my 
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ifnental view; I had refolved to leave her, 
and went to Belle- Vue to take a final 
-adieu; my coward tongue would not, 
could not Tpeak the dreadful farewell ; 
and I was returning without hinting my 
intention, when Peggy overtook me, and 
put a billet into my hand ; I could not 
credit iny fenfes, it was an affignation ; 
how I trembled, my emotion flopped re- 
fpiration ; yet Butler, and Were it other- 
wife, I fhould not approach the, chafte 
;Wife of my friend, with this detail, I al* 
*^iM)ft inftantly ^recovered to a fenfe only 
pf difguft; againfl report, againfl appear- 
ances, and. almofl againfl reafon ; my 
heart had hitherto refufed belief, oftthe 
infamous connexion, in which fhe was 
daid to live with the General;; h\3X here 
,was cpnfirmation flrong of all; the cctpti- 
yating modefty, which had efiflavied my 
xe^forv, as much as her beauty, had ex^ 
cited my paffion,. was now no.more ; the 
^appointed hour was midnightj the place 

of 
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fjff rendezvoas the temple, a fmall build- 
ing alnioft hid in a thick wood at the bot- 
tom of the flowef gardeiu 

My mind was in tiimttlts kill ih« hour 
arrived, when I repaired <o the temple, 
-my whoie heart fixed on one objeft, that 
of reforming the charming creature, of 
fnatching her from deftruftion, from in- 
famy; and fo delighted was I with this 
fcheme, I had brought it to a certainty in 
my mind, that I fliould fucceed : the 
moon, as if confcious of the fceae fhe wa« 
to witnefs, fhone with extreme fpleridor, j 
and my eyes, achingty fixed in eager ex- 
peftation of^^on whom they ever dwell 
with adoration and pleafurej were at laft 
gratified by the fight of her, walking 
calmly down the avenue : Oh! Butler let 
nie own to thee, I forgot in that extatic 
oaioment all the laudable purpofe of my 
foul — I flew in ardour, in rapture to meet 
her, fhe fhrunk from my warm embrace, 

VouIL G I 
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1 faw atl the traces of affright^ and tettdr 
in her countenance flie would have re-* 
treated arid it was by force only I deik 
taihed her— I have done wrong — ^^I fee I 
have done wrong, faid the angel, pray 
Mr. Harjiey let me go,- the modeft terror, 
vifible in her .manner fiirprifed me, I re* 
colle£ied myfelf, if thought I this agita^ 
tion is real, how unpradifed in vice mull 
fte be : I told her flie muft not yet go, I 
had a great deal I muft, and would fay to 
her ; and attempting to lead her into the 
temple, flie burft into tears : Oh ! Butler^ * 
my foul is congenial to hers, no emotion 
of her mind is vifible, when I am prefent, 
but what I am inftantly by a fympathetic 
power, affe£ted with; let naturalifts, thofc 
who pleafe themfelve^ with a minute in- 
veftigation of caufes, and effects, 'till loft 
in the labyrinth of their own wifdom ; let 
thofe account for it ; my tears accompa* 
nied hers ftill in difpleafure; though I 
iiad given her no indelicate caufe, flie 

wouU 
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would have left me; at length I became 
%nore collefted ; and then with as much 
%arneftnefs, as if my foul depended on the 
event ; I endeavoured to make her fenfi^ 
bit of her difgtaceful fituatien. 

Butler> file is either white as miniftring 
^Tigeh, or flie'is deceitful as the damned t 
Tier firft emotion was ftirprife ; fhe quef* 
cloned me with qmcknefs, but as 1 ]^ro^ 
needed, Ihe feemeA loft in attention j 
wept to agony, and at length burft fudu 
denly from me. 

I had no powet to detain her, yet how 
tnany things of moment to my peace, to 
tny exiftence, had I left unfaid, I did (I 
liope Caroline will not be offended) offer . 
fier my fifter's proteftion, if flie would 
leave the General ; 1 was authorifed, I 
thought to do that, both by vittue, and 
prudence; had I been fo fortunate as to 

;prevail on her, it would have been a great 

I" 



a2i A G N E S. 

latisfadion to Lady Mary to know how 
ihe was difpofed of, andto^me, oh! what 
*would it not have been to me. , 

How I reached tlie Hermitage ; the 
Cod under whofe eye I had afted only 
Jcnows ; her image, her tears, the found of 
her voice, accompanied me ; I threw my- 
felf on my hed, and continued ruminating 
on the fcene I had pafTed with Agnes, 'till 
my fervant informed me the chaife was at 
the door ; and the trunks, which I had 
ordered to be ready, all chained on. 

What I felt at that moment, Butler, is 
not to be conceived, or expreffed ; a 
ihoufand procr^ftinations, which Ihame 
forbid my uttering, rofe to my lips; what 
^ould I not have given for one, only 
one interview more — the officious Benfon 
fcrought my chocolate, it flood untouched; 
and now awakened from my reverie, I 
heard the buftle below among my fervants. 

I 
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f looked out of my window, oh ! how 
delightful th« . verdure of the fields, ancf 
the rich drapery of the furrounding trees ;• 
the melody of the vocal throng, which 
was only to be exceeded in fweetnefs, by 
the fongftrefs of my foul, formed a con-^ 
cert as if to invite my ftay ; I had been- 
ungratefully infenfible of the beauty oF 
my own paradife, which no\v I was leav^ 
ing it. Teemed to reproach my negleft; 
but it was thee Agnes, who weaned my 
foul from all in which it had delighted, 
and it was thy dear form, that now lurked 
under the pleafing fcene before me, and- 
with thy magnetic power ftill drew me to 
one point: oh! for one moment's refolution 
I cried, and ran down to the chaife — the 
lad went off in a hand gallop, I pafled the 
obelifk with fuch velocity, I had hardly 
time to give it a figh ; and my mind has^ 
bcea in a perfed chalos ever fince. 
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I have thought on feveral things^ I 
-omitted to fay to her^ abfolutely necefiary 
%o my peace> and her A«elfare : I fhould 
have told her^ where the man^ who offered 
himfelf as her guide to virtue, might be 
found ; I fhould have aflured her of my 
unchangeable devotioi)> and ferviees; I 
Epight u(ider the cover of the night have 
taken a lock of her lovely hairj^ and X 
fliould not perhaps, as I was going from 
her, poffibly forever, have been refufec^ 
her pidiure i many more things I froukt 
have thought on, which then I forgot; but 
now can think of nothing elfe ; what a 
difmal road from the HermitagQ here^ I 
will g6 no farther this night. 

It is in vain to difguife the truth, why 
indeed ihould I attempt it; X cannot 
leave the country without one more in* 
terview with Agnes ; a dreadful forebod-* 
ing hangs on my heart ; how could I go^^ 

without 
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without knowing whether fhe got into tha 
houfe in fafety ? whether her tender, and 
delicate conftitution did not receive in- 
jury from the damp of the night, from the 
mortification fhe will feel^ if fhe has the 
kaft fenfe of honor, on aretrofpeO; of our 
converfation ? I was too little matter of 
myfelf, her foul mild as virtue, adorned 
by the graces^ mufl have felt the rude 
flioclc^ of my incautious addrefs ; I fhould 
have foothed, not terrified her ; I yet fee 
&er terror^ I feel her agitation^ when^ 
preffed to my beating heart; and can I 
then leave her forever, without obtaining 
her pardon ? Butler, forgive and pity me ; 
I return, I cannot exifl from her j yet to 
what purpofe do I return ? alas ! perhaps 
to die at her feet ; oh ! that without a 
dreadful! aft of my own^ 1 could indeed* 
dic,^ where L mufl not hope to live, 

E. Harley, 

G4 1.Y.X- 
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LETTER XXXrX. 



Mrs. J. Butler to Edward Harky^ 



LondoiK 

JtVEfleftions mjr deareft Edward, are inr 
fult, where the mind enervafed with for- 
row, and felf reproach, is fenfible of its 
own debafement ; I feel the pangs whkh 
rend your heart ; yes, Edward, Caroline 
Butler's virtuous joys, her happinefs is 
facrified at the ferine of a wanton^^ — you 
.ftart, you are angry : the eye that has pe- 
netrated j'iTwr heart you fancy caoxiot beam 
with impurity; you only, will not allow 
your Agnes to be lefs than angelic, while 
the whole world knows fee is an aban- 
doned 
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doned woman ; I may in the bitternefs of 
my grief, inveigh againft a caufe fo fatal 
towhomfoever comes within the contagion 
of her influence ; the ruin of the peace 
of the amiable Lady Moncrafs; is not 
enough; Julia Neville her only daughter; 
diftraftedly fond of young Reuben, and 
impatient at the reftraint laid on her, has 
left her mother^ without a poffibility of 
retrating her erring fteps*— fure this wo-- 
mao, this Agnes, was fent among us for 
general deftruftion; yours in particular, I 
firmly believe fhe will occafion : how 'are 
yon changed, how fallen is that mind 
where hc)nor, and all the dignity of placid 
virtue, werewont to dwell ^ oh ! Edward' 
with yoi;r peace is flown that ;of the fifl:er 
of your youth, fliefuffcrs for you, and the- 
gay hopes of a'happy and prolperous lifcy 
are inr their* opening fclofed; by the mife^ 
table infetuation of her adopted brother. • 

; . G5, What 
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What a letter is your laft^ it is wet witli 
my tears ; what more than magic fpdl has 
enchanted you ?— — 

«' You have left your Hermitage. You 
** have parted with Agnes." Oh ! that 
the firft event had preceded your vifit at 
Belle-Vue ; but you return to take a laft 
look-— I am (hocked at your inconiiftency ; 
you talk of living 'like a madman^ anddy-* 
ing like an infidel. 

Among the myriads whom the omni*-^ 
Icient fkther of the creation has lent into 
the worlds the finiihed mafter pieces of 
his unerring hand; whofe innate virtue^ 
U feen to beam on their eountensmce; 
were there none but this fatal woman» not 
cne^ who could touch the heart of Edward 
Harley ? where^ in what part of that fa«% 
cred grove, where our late amiable moni^ 
trefs taught us the mild precepts of purity ; 

could 
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could my Edward nourifh a pafBon^ whidi 
ftrikes at his mental exiftence ? 

How lip deep are the perfeQions yo«i^ 
idolize, who but my infatuated Edward,, 
would expofe themfelves to ridicule, by 
extolling , the virtue'^ the graces^ the Aon ar 
of a woman,' who is companion to a mar- 
ried man ?' Oh ! Edwardy, blufh — hand- 
fome no ^ doubt (he • may be, , and the 
charms with which nature has endowed i 
her, are doubtlefs improved by.art: her 
lilIies,,andTofes, will I dare fay ftand the 
left 6f time^^then fbe fings j and plays ; 
heavens ! that an angel fhouM boaft ac- 
complifiiments — any of the Signora*« in ' 
the Hay-marketj may be feen difplaying,, 
for half^a-guinea ; ; how futile, how in- 
adequate to your own felf juftification,^ 
are the fulleft extent of her attraftions, . 

Leave the country^ my dear Edward, . 
riik not, for God's fake^ . another • inter- 

G S-' ^\^:«> 
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view; flie is your bane — you are not 
equal to the art of fuch a woman ; what 
are plain moral virtue, and reftitude^ 
when oppofed to cunning decked ia her 
reducing garb? Once more I entreat 
ydu-^delay not a moment,^ I tremble with 
apprehenfion, 'till you are lafe, with my 
James^ and your 

G. J. B. 



L E T- 
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LETTER XL. 



Edward Harky^ Efy: to J. Butler^ Efp 



Hermftagc; 

±JO I live ? may I believe my fcnfes ? 
Agnes, 7«j« Agnes is awakened to a fenfe of 
virtue ; flie has left Bclle-Vue, on the 
very: night, within perhaps the very, hour, 
when. her Harley implored her. fate, dov 1 

Bleffed hourT when infpired by the 
foul of honor,, I dared to fpeak unweU 
come truths to the woman I adore. . 

r 

But where, Butler ? where is flie now ? 
nlone, unprotefled^ a ftranger in the king,. 

domv 
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iom ; who knows into what perils fhe 
may falY; O thou almighty defender of the 
innocent,, proteft, prefcrvemy Agnes. 

Yes, Butfer, my Agnes will yet be an 
honor to focie ty, and- oh ! do- not feverely 
judge of that fond heart, which, fwells in 
rapture, at the hope of receivingthe dear 
wanderer^, to its inmoft receft; nor you, 
my fitter; my friend, turn in fcom from a 
penitent^ over whom God^himfelf will re- 
joice: OhLmy friend^ now that I dare 
hope the thne^ may come,, when I {h^\h 
call Agnes mine, when I ib^l fee hei^ 
fine eyes lifted^ up in confidtoce, among 
the virtuous of her fex; my full heart,, 
cannot contain ilfelfi; did you but know 
her, were you. tovhear the fentiments fiic 
utters, and. were you to melt like me at 
the found of her melodious voice, like 
me, did I fay, no, fhe is my. kindred.foul,. 
mho in every atom will be affected by het 

Uke 
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like me ? I Ihall live, I ffiall once more 
tread the fweet maze of my wopds with 
rapture^ if heaven clieftrnes her to be my 
companion there ; a meffage from Belle- 
Vue, the General is ill ; he was here yef- 
terday, enquired whether Agnes bad been 
feen here ; adieu,. I am going to obey hir 
fummons. 
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LETTER XLL 



Edward Harley^ Efq; to J. Butler ^ EJ^; 

In continuation.^ 



, i . Hermitage 

Told you in my laft I was fent for to^ 
Belle-Vue, and that I was juft going thi- 
ther — I found the houfe in confufion— 
the General feized with the gout in his- 
ftomach, and the family in great appre- 
henfions for his life;. Gallina hefitated 
about admitting me, yet he knew his maf— 
ter wifhed much to fee me. 

Madame de Vallmont came to me, the 
moment flie heard I was arrived-^— 

': ' ; Oh I 
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Ob ! Mr. Harley, faid fhe, I have but 
one bope^ and it refts oa you;, I know 
you had an interview with Mifs die Courei, 
the night before the laft ; you were abfeni 
yefterday, tell me on your honor^ do you 
know any thing of her, has fhe put her- 
felf under your proteftion? I declared 
on my honor, as I truly might, fhe had 
not ; and I added to this affervation, my 
fervent wifh that Qie had — Madame de 
Vallmont wept, poor thing, faid flie— fti^ 
is then gone to France, Madame St. Law- 
rens is not there, fhe will follow her to 
Abbeville, fhe will diflurb the laft mo« 
ments of her poor mother, and will infal- 
libly break her own heart : all this' was 
leading to the fubjeS next mine ; which 
was bent on purfuing Agnes ; I was al- 
ready on the road to France in my wifhes^ 
an4 it was with great difficulty, (he pre- 
vailed on me tQ ftay at Belle-Vue,, 'till the 
phyfician could be confutted,^ oa the fafe^ 
ty of my being admitted to the Qeneralj 
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to my great joy he forbid it, and I am juft 
BOW fetting out poll, for the convent of 
/which Madsune St. Lawrens is abbefs, and 
where Agnes is certainly gone;, if I do no( 
overtake her by the way,^ I &ail be fure^ 
to meet her at the convent. Hope, my 
^ar Mer, is my fellow traveller; who 
knows but my angel is innocent; how the. 
thought elates me, it is after all more thaiii 
'poffible ; would the abbefs elfe patronize 
lier ? would (he fly to the proteftion of m 
convent, from the arms of potlution ? or 
grant the worft, fhc will yet reform, and 
oh! extatic thought, fhe will yet be mine ; 
when you receive this I fhall be far on 
my way to France ; yes, beloved (hades^ 
where I have wandered in peaceful fecu- 
rity ; where I thought care could not en- 
ter, and where alfo I found, the futility 
of every precaution,, to Ihut out the paf- 
fion that noy^ occupies my whole foul, I 
have bid yod adieu, never more to return,, 
aever more to folace in your calm de- 

UgKts,, 
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lights, except I bring my Agnes to fhar^ 
with me the joys of virtuous love ; yet 
Caroline, though loft in the wild tranil- 
ports; which hope, fo long a ftranger to- 
my breaft infpires ; I do not forget how 
delufive it may prove ; and ibould it now 
deceive me^ my leflbn will be a very fhort 
one, I have only to learn how to die ; I 
cannot exiil without Agnes, Ihe is all that 
can render life defireable, nay ihe is life 
itfelf ; and fhould that fait, tbiidc, my be-i 
loved James, and ft ill dearer Caroline^ 
with pity oathe fate of your loft 

"E. Harlet* 



You wiir find my will in the third 
drawer of my fecretary. 
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LETTER XLFL 



Gmtral Moncrafs to Major Mdrofe^ 



Belle. Vue^ 
My dear Major,. 

X Am too much indifppfed to movci ov 
fliould have been with you, inftead of thi 
letter ; Agnes^ my beloved Agnes, has* 
^•'left me; fhe is gone fromi Belfe-Vuet 
dear unfortunate fugitive I the pride of 
her foul" took alarm ; yet I thought I had 
ufed every precaution— 

But I write to you in riddles, and anr 
too ill to be more explicit; that I have 
did before^ and you did fpar^ your friend 

the 
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the more for the inforoiation ; but yourt 
is the warmth of a noble heart, and would 
be a fevere reproof to mine, if all was 
-not right, in the grand account between 
jne, and my maker — I need not fay I 
Jknaw nothing of Julia, yet I fhould not 
be forry that Reuben did ; but he was at 
Olafgow, and ignorant of her elopement.^ 

I dare not think on Lady Mary's fuf^ 
ierings ; but I believe fhe has a confola;. 
tion very ill founded, fhe thinks Julia has 
put herfelf under my proteftion, dear im- 
prudent child, I wifh to heaven fhe was 
%vith me — 

So many diftrefling events croud on me 
together, fame you do, and fome you do 
not know, rend my heart, and take from 
me all my boafted fortitude ; a gouty at- 
tack is juft repelled from my ftomach, my 
nerves are no longer proof againft grief^ 
and indeed my whole frame is in a terrible 
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Oiattcred ftaie : 1 write particulariy to beg 
tny dear Major, you wiH immediatelyy 
l>oth by yourfelf> and what emiffaries you 
think proper to employ ; make every poll 
fible enquiry after Agnes^ (he will certain* 
ly endeavour to get a paflage to France 5 
whither lam juft now, folicitous to pre-' 
vent her going; but (hould you be fo 
iiappy as to-find her, lay her under no re-i. 
tlraint, only fay that 1 have a letter for 
her from St. Clare ; recover her, dear 
Melrofe, and guard her honor, and her 
^^fon, as you would your wife, or fitter; 
fte is not my miftrefs. She is nearer to 
my heart than ever woman in that fitua-« 
^ion, was to man. 

MONCRASS* 
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lAajor Melrofe to General Moncraji* 



Londoik. 
"My dear General, 

X O U are certain, notwithftanding the 
ievity^ I^Ii^/^ perhaps be aihamed at 971^ 
years to confefs, that I fkare in all your 
tiiftreffes4 I am indeed, not only fur*, 
^rifed at the unaccountable elopement di 
your Agnes, 1>ut exceedingly alarmed at 
4he eSe£l k has had on your health : But 
General, never let it be faid after all the 
ilorms you have weathered, that a woman 
has at laft conquered you ; don't be an^- 
^ry, 1*11 fwear your Agnes is a veftal, and 
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yoiirfelf an anchorite, rather than on a 
fick bed, you fhould tax me with unkind- 
iiefs.— By heaven between you, and your 
wife (who to -be Aire, as ufual in all matri- 
monial fquabbles, are both in the right) I 
am terribly out of farts. Herladyfliip is in 
town and her fervant left a card For me, 
the mohient of her arrival. 

I have made all poflible enquiries after 
your ftray lamb, and as the whim is of 
fuch importance to you, wifli I had fuc- 
ceeded better; I have litewife tsflt^n the 
fureft methcxi of gaining information, 
fhould arry young perfon of her defcrip- 
tion, apply for a paffage to the continent 
from hence; that is, I have made it the 
intereft of thofe, who were moft likely to 
know it, to give me early intelligent^ ; 
iny inclination would certainly carry me 
to Belle- Vue, were I not perfuaded, I 
ihall by perfiftrng in my enquiries after 
-Agngs, more oblige my friend. 

And 
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And now to'yoiif lady; upon my foul, 
^ear MonCrafs, the wifeft thing you cjtn 
fcoth do, i$ to return to your mutual 
VOWS; 1 forefee if you do not, I ihaH be 
obliged to be executor to you both. 

I do not wonder at Julians elopement*— 
the houfe in St. James's-place has more 
the appearance of a maufoleum, than the 
gay, and elegant manfion of Lady Mon* 
•crafs. I congratulated her lady (hip, that 
it had taken place before marriage. 

Oh! Major, (aid Lady Mary, mildly, is 
not that judging too hardofwj^ daughter P 

I am judging, madam, of Mr. Neville's 
-daughter (fhe coloured) and of human 
nature 

Poor human nature, figh'd flie, but for 
all that. Major, if I eould recover my 
truant girl— 

You would wed her to a puppy, inter-i 
Tupted L 

Lord Morden, anfwered fbc -gravely, is 

Vault H C^x 
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far from a contemptible charafter, and I 
had rather fee her the wife of a common 
labourer than » 

Than who. Lady Mary ? fpeak out.. 

You know who I mean. 

Well, madam, 1 confefs I do • and am 
forry to my faul to hear you make fuch a 
declaration j-and will Lady Mary forgive 
me, if I tell her in the fofteft whifper, fhe 
has fuffered the baneful effefls of one 
pamon, to taint the luftre of her whale 

How fir ? cried flie, colouring. 

Indeed you have, all you fee, and hear, 
every aftion, every word you utter, arc 
' all tin£tured with jealoufy, curfed jea- 
loufy ; how elfe could a woman of yourun- 
derftanding, ever fuppofe, Julia Neville, 
an over-indulged heirefs in her own right, 
fenfible, fpirited, and volatile, would give 
up the firft attachment of her young heart, 
;5Ln attachment originally countenanced by 
yourfelf, in compliment to your caprice 

(pardon 
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(pardon me) and make hef felf the imple- 
ment of refentment for an imaginary 
wrong ; (flie at leaft thinks it fo) offered 
a mother, who was as ready to facrifice 
all for love, as her daugliter can be for 
the foul of her? — 

Vcty well, Major — very well — my do- 
meftic misfortunes expofe me to cou- 
tempt, to ridicule— 

They do indeed, madam — but not from 
tne 

Heavens ! Major, is it you, who ad- 
drefs me, in this manner ? howj fir, have 
I deferved? and her proud heart fwelled 
to her eyes. 

Faithful, Lady Mary, are the wounds 
of a friend. 

A friend, fir, is this ft iendfhip ? is it 
humane ; to upbraid me with the fatal con- 
fequences, of that love for your friend^ 
which has coft me fo dear ? if the impru- 
tience of my only child is to be afcribed 
to that caufej do I not, think you, fif, 

H ft WSL^t: 
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fufFer enough from my own feelings ? and 
clo you call it the office 6i difriend^ toftab 
me to the heart with reproaches, that 
more properly belong to the barbarous 
man, who has fo cruelly involved me in 
fuch complicated forrow? 

Ah! Lady Mary, how changed would 
your manner of fpeaking of General Mon- 
crafs be, if hisprefent illnefs were to ter- 
minate fatally : 

Illnefs, Major, what illnefs? who is ill? 
terminate fatally — and {he aftually panted 
for breath — dear Melrofe, taking out her 
fal volatile, fure General Moncrafs is not 
ill, you would not conceal it ; O too fure 
(and then indeed the torrent burft forth, 
fhe wept even to agony) I am not equal to 
that trial — no — all my prayers are offered 
to heaven, that /may be the viftim, that my 
life may fleet from me in the fad ejulation 
of my heart—I indeed wonder, that I yet 
Jive ; but grief, though (Tow, is fure in it5 
definitive effeft on the human frame ; God 

ony 
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only knows, how contentedly I fliould re-^ 
fign a life, in whieh I find no comfort ; 
every hope of happinefs, every profpefcl 
offelicity> (hut in forever from me, when 
L loft the afFe6lion5>. of my once adored- 
Moncrafs ■ 

You have not,, Lady Mary, loft his af-^ 
feftions— he ft ill ■ 

Oh I forbear Major, forbear an at- 
tempt, that infultsmy reafon; fpeakingoF 
mere perfonal attradions, what hope have 
\ could I ftoop to the trial, to wean his 
heart, from his prefent attachment : his 
Agnes is beautiful, young, and accom- 
plifhed ; if fbe has errors, the bloom of 
health, and youth are a covering, which 
fondnefs will not penetrate : — I alas ! am 
paft the feafon of beauty, "homely age hath 
** the alluring beauty took from my poor 
" cheek,*' my fpirit broke, my form waft- 
ing, and fubjeft to many infirmities; fome 
f^om conftitution, and more from grief of 
hearty this face. Major, and this fading, 

H 3^ Ccs\^s\.^ 
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form might indeed claim compaffion from 
General Moncrafs ; but my fpirit is too 
near akin to his, to accept fo inadequate- 
a fubftitute for love ; my paffion^ for him 
ftill retains aH the warmth of its firft im- 
preffion : in the enthufiafm of unbounded 
fondnefs, I forgot he was mortal ; happy 
had I been^ if he had fuflPered me to die 
in the pleafing delirum ; biit I pain you, 
Major> (indeed fhe did) and what do thefe 
repetitions, tlidfe fond regrets all tend to, 
but to convince you, although I know the 
world will ridicule me for it; the delicacy 
of my affeftion /or General Moncrafs is 
fuch, that even if he had, as I requefted^ 
acknowledged his error, and refigned his 
favorite to me, I fliould, though not in a 
ftate of feperation, have been equally mi- 
ferable: never Ihould I then any more 
than now, have forgot that ** fuch things 
^^ were ;'* perhaps I am wrongs — perhaps I 
a:m myfelf convinced that I am fo ; but in 
me it is nature^i and I cannot divert my- 
felf 
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Iblf of prt^judicesy imbibed at a very early 
period of my life ; when my heart rev ^ 
€6iv€d the gueft which has been always^- 
dear to it — -when I firft loved Monerafs^ 
my fentiments were exaftly what they now 
s^xe, and were rooted in my mind by his^ 
coincidence. 

Dear Lady Mary, returned I, permit 
me only to remind you, that never yet 
was a man created without fome imper- 
feflion, fome alloy; and howev-er defire-- 
able that extreme purity, on which you 
are pleafcd to reft your notions of happi-. 
Befs; we live in an age, when it would be 
hnpoffible to retain it, without being ab- 
folutely ridiculous.—* 

I do not contend that it is. Major, an- 
fwered (he, what I have faid has been 
rather a confeflion of my own particu- 
larities, than a wifh to fet up wg' opinion, ^ 
as a ftandard of what is rights and what is 
wrong: Cuftom reconciles you gentlemen 
to many things, which in the weaker fex 

H 4^^ ' -^^^xiAi^ 
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would be attrociotfsr a modern hufband 
will not blufe to be told of aftions^ which 
would deprive his wife of every thing va- 
luable ; would reader her an alien to her 
friends^ an outcaft to fociety, and leave 
her dependant on the miin fhe had injured, 
for n>eans of fubfiftence, how large foever 
her dower might be : All this, can cus- 
tom upheld by facial law eflfeft, but Ma- 
jor, afk your heart, if it has ever been 
tenderly enllaved, what had cufton then to 
do with your feelings ? could it blunt the 
edge of one pang, inflifled by injured 
love? — Cuftom cannot reconcile us to a 
depriviation of our deareft treafure, nor 
relieve the aching woe of deferted ten- 
dernefe ; in thefe cafes, it rather irritates, 
than alleviates; and in fuch minds as 
mine, only ferves to wean it from every 
earthly hope, without diverting it of the 
agonizing remembrance of paft days, which 
will live even in death : You know yourf ritnd, 
end you know tnci why then defend ia 

him 
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kirn a condu6l> which has fo weak a fource, 
and reproach me for what preys on myfelf, 
without injuring any other perfon 

-I beg you pardon, madam, I do not re-^ 
proach, I venerate your many virtues, 
and I confider your grief as. facred ; I 
would only awaken you to afenfeofthe 
dangerous predicament in which yourfelf, 
the General^and your daughter now ftand: 
xny friend is very ill.>— (he ftaried— i^i^r 
countenance, madam, is not of the moft 
flattering. ; and where now is Julia ? 

With him>, I fuppofe,, anfwered (he, 
colouring with refentment— 

Upon my honor,, no — madam-r-I wilh 
fee were L 

She is then with Reuben,, and. he 
know^ i t. 

Now,,. General; Ilwant.to'.knowvat thi$ • 
period, exaftly what will be your thoughts ^ 
on the next aft ,of your -friend j J • am- not 
I^erfe£Uy pleafed with myfelf, ,andhaveofl- 

. H5, V^, 
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ly the intention to comfort me, under at 
kind of latent reproach my mind gives me j 
and which fhould your blame be added to 
it^ will be rather an uneafy fenfation ■ ■ 

I had your letter in my pocket, and with- 
out recolle&ing the great folicitude it ex- 
preffed for Agnes, thought it wouW at kaft 
convince Lady Mary of your innocence;, 
with refpeft to Julian : It had that efFeft to 
be fure, but the many expreffions of ten*- 
demefs for Agnes, and the conviftion,. that 
her daughter was^ adually out of the pro- 
teftion of her friends, operated in a dt^ad^ 
ful manner ; 1 really dioUght twa hours^ that 
I ftaid, her life in the greateft danger ; fue*^ 
ceflive faintmgs,, and hyfterics^ left her al- 
moft lifelefs; phyficians were called in^. 
when I returned home to curfe my oSEci- 
ious folly, and write this lette r < » 

Upon my foul, MoncralS, Lady Mary iil 
actually in an ill ftatc of htakh— I do not . 

blame 
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blame you— you are not perhaps deferving 
of it, but I wifh to the Lord the time was 
come when yourvinnocence might be made 
known, and thefe curfed.riddle^me-.ree*s 
expounded*. 

Tarn returning to STf. James's-place, one 
moment my heart bleeds for you, the next 
for your lady — then again I . form to my- 
felf the mifchievous confequences of that 
little vixen, Julia's elopement, a pretty 
figure hers, to be dancing into the world 
alone,, and 'unproteftedy. in fearch of ad- 
ventures;; I' am- a little forry for your^ 
Agnesi and in conclufion, , wifh you all • 
ffeirly. at the devil i ; but dear Moncrafs^ . 
need I bid you not regard my nonfenfe, 
the warmth of my afFeftion, and friend-, 
fliip. for you, .fliould excufe it; I am im- 
patient to hear fromi you, and almoft as 
impatient to give you a proof of my affi- 
duity iti your fervice, by fending you Tome 
news of your xunaway, adieu, ; 

H 6" 
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I. E T T E R XLIV. 



Agnes de Courci to Madame St. Lawrens^ 



London.. 

XTLHI madam, why did Su Clare? and 
why did you fiifFer your poor Agnes ta 
enter a world ^Otf rejefted? if the mag- 
Danimity oiyottr fouls>^ the ftren^th ofymtr 
underftanding, and the feverity of your 
virtues, were,, as you have often declared.; 
too weak to defend^ow,, £rom the infinua-* 
tions of paflion;^ and the temptation^, as 
well as injuries of the wicked;, why did 
you confign your Agnes, to the fin,, the 
forrow and regret;, in which only, ftie has 
found this boafted world to abound? evex 

dear 
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dear, and ever honored lady'Abbefs, why. 
did you not rather keep fo weak a crea-* 
ture in the bofom of your love, unknow- 
ing, and unknown, to all but yourfelf^ 
St. Clare, and the dear (ifterhood of 
our convent; how will they, and how 
will you tremble ? not your own innate 
goodnefs, not the holy fervor which fills 
your peaceful fouls; will fupport you^ 
when you are told, your Agnes, the child 
of your adoption, is a fugitive, among 
ftrangers, a wanderer in a country fhe 
knows not — without one friend or protec- 
tor; that the houfc of General Moncrafs 
is ne longer her afylum : yes, madam,, I 
have left BeUe-Vue, I have abandoned 
the proteClor to whom St. Clare configned 
me; him, in whofe commendation, I have 
been fo lavifli ; and.I am became a^volun-^ 
tary exite, from the charming fpot^ where 
every thkig confpired to lull me inta a 
fancied fecurity, and- render me infenfi-^ 
We, to the difgrace of my fituation. 
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Is it then poflible? can vice refide in a 
bofom, apparently confecraled to every 
focial virtue ? or if not, can there be 
fb much refined malice among men ? are 
there then fpirits,. who feekthe haunts of 
innocence, ancl- honor, for the ffU pur- 
pofe of columny ? and are they fuffered 
to dwell in fafety,. while their envenomed 
fliafts,. ftrike deep into the guiltlefs unof- 
fending heart,, and there wound, even to- 
death? Alas! alas!, and; am I alone, un- 
known,, and unprotected; in fuch a. world,, 
and among fkch fpirits — fiich was my af- 
fright at the horrid explanation; and fuch 
Jhy eagernefs to efcape,, that having once 
feompafledwhat I fo much defired; I had: 
no idea of a good it would not enfure, nor/ 
dread of any evil, hut preyention-r- 

I had at the moment^ no recolleftion of • 
my fituation; it did.not occurto me, that 
r wa3 in a foreign country, that out of the 
conne^on I was leaving,, there was not in- 

England^ 
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England a Bemg to whoih 1 could apply 
for prote&ion ; all my ideas were im- 
merfed, in the anticipation of my recep- 
tion at your convent ; I thought not of 
the fpace of land, and fea, which divided 
me froip you ; and ftill lefs did I think on 
the means, neceflary to carry me fo long;, 
a journey— —*■ 

Money had never hten of importance- 
to me, nor influenced a fingle a6l of my; 
Kfe ; the dear friends who taught me,.thac 
virtue was above price, that honour had:^ 
fio unio^n with intereff, and that true piety,,, 
and worldly wealth, were diftinft things;^, 
forgot to add, we fend you Agnes whei^ 
you may poffibly hear of the things wc 
have taught you to prize; but, where,, 
gold rs of mote importance than any o^. 
thenx v ■ ■■ 

I knew not the valiie of a louis att 
Paris,, except tarelieve the indigent; nor: 
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of an Englifh guinea, but to raifc the 
meek heartedj or chace poverty from the 
roof of induftry. 

But now, I am indigent myfelf> and I. 
write this Ihort, incoherent letter, to telL 
my dear lady Abbefs,. her Agnes is in dif- 
trefs ; that (he waits for a remittance ta 
enable her to return ta her convent ;— 
Oh I tliat I never had left it;. I am among, 
people from whofe familiarity my heart 
recoils, they may be refpeQable enough 
in their way i but oh 1 how different front 

thofe, whom. under your facred proteftion„ 

» *. ■ 

and at Belle-Vue,^ I have been ufed^to 
aflbciate with.. 

r know I fhaU immediately receive ar 
fetter of credit from you, and then, with 
what alacrity fhall I begin the laft journey, L 
truft I fhall ever take ; once again in the 
peaceful Ihelter of our dear cIoyft6r^ ne— 

ver*. 
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ver, never more, Ihall my heart, or feet 
become wanderers. 

I pant with hope, and expectation; my 
dreams are full of you, I am continually 
with you, and dear St. Clare ; I hear her 
voice, melting in t^ndernefs, as (he prays; 
yes, I know fhe joins your prayers for the 
poor fugitive ; oh ! may they avail, may 
they obtain the proteftion of the faints, 
for your 

Agnes. 

For reafons I fhall explain you muft 
addrefs thus : 
Louifa Fermer, at Ms^dame du Mitand, 
Great Suffolk-ftreet, London. 



L£»'^- 
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LETTER XLV. 



jl^nes to M. SL Lawrcns in continuation^ 



JL Know the tendernefs of your nature^ 
the love you bear your Agnes> and your 
folicitude for her happinefs, too well, to- 
doubt the painful anxiety, my letter muft 
have created in you, or to defer letting 
you know my prefent fituation, 'till the 
return of the mail ; more efpecially, as it 
will be fome days, even after that, before' 
I could perfonally unravel the hateful 
myftery, which obliged me to leave Belle- 
Vue; I feel, with equal certainty, and 
gratitude, that while you continue in this 
anxious fufpence, you will be wretched ; 
it is a long detail — but no matter— you 

will 
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will read it with indulgence ; in the tedi- 
ous interval, which the return of the poft 
will occafion, I fhall have but too much 
leifure, and my heart, dreadfully op- 
preffed, feeks a motive to carry it out of 
itfelf. 

When I parted with my beloved St.. 
Clare, her laft words to me were (after re- 
commending me to God) " Child of my 
'^ heart — my Agnes — be not curious — fuf- 
** fer not thy peace to be difturbed, by^ 
*' any thing, which appears like myftery r 
*' time, a fhort time, will convincie my 
" child, how dear her welfare is to me— 
follow implicitly the dire£lions of the 
worthy man under 'whofe proteftion, I 
^* now folemnly place thee.** 

DiA I, madam, ever difobey that d6a(r 
faint ? a look from her, has always beert 
the ultimate rule of my aftjons. — She tore 
herfelf from my embrace, and left me^ 
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fainting in the arms of General Moncrais^ 
wha was himfelf overwhelmed with for-- 
row; we proceeded (when the packet wa^ 
out of eighty in the General's carriage to 
London ; where he placed me under the 
care of Madame de Vallmont, and having 
furnifhed me with every appendage ta 
x:ank and family^ left ine i but thi$ I have 
told you before^ 

. Madame de Vallmont^ is the widow of 
the Chevalier de Vallmont, a gentleman 
qf good expeftations, but who from fome 
family misfortunes, was obliged to leave 
France ; grief, it is thought, on that ac- 
count flxortened his Irfe ;. and his widow, 
having forne valuable connedionsin Eng- 
land, ehofe to remain, here ; (he is fenfi— 
We, good-tempered, and perfeftly well— 
bred; thougli ftie has lived. many yejurs in 
this country, ftie ftill retains all the oblig- 
ing infinuation in her manners which dif- 
tinguifh t|ie firft ladies in Paiis; at the 

timer 
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time I had the honor of being introduced 
to her, her ftile of living, was genteel but 
retired; her fortune, flie made no fcruple 
to own, was very fnfall, but with it, Ihe 
was content ; neverthelefs, the addition 
made to her income, by the General on 
my account, and that of my fuite, was 
both pleafing and beneficial. 

We were hardly fettled on this agree- 
able plan, when Madame de Vallmont re- 
ceived a letter from General Moncrafs, in- 
viting her to accompany me to Belle- Vue; 
and acquainting her, with fome difagree- 
able domeftic occurences, which had taken 
place in his family^ after his departure 
from London. 

MadameVallmont was both grieved, and 
fur prifed, at the contents of this letter ; 
which however, Ihe did not wholly xdTiktmt 
acquainted with ;^ we made all poffible hafte 
io obey the General, and reached Belle- 
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Vue in three days. Here madam^ I found 
Tiiyfelf in the moll enchanting place in the 
^orld, in the arms of a man, who (bed 
tears over me ; who vow'd to proteft, to 
love, to be my fathe r 

It was a relative, my heart had never 
recognized, I had not, indeed, felt the 
want of parental proteftion ; I had lived 
with my dear lady Abbefs, in the regions 
of peace, in the manfions of piety ; but 
father^ I will be thy father y oh ! madam, 
dear St. Clare, thofe were founds, that 
ftruck the moft tender chords of fenfibi-* 
lity, which vibrated in my heart. I bathed 
his hand with my tears, I could not fpeak 
—but from that moment, the painful fenfe 
of obligation, his liberality had raifed in 
my bofom, changed to unreferved confi- 
dence, and unbounded affeftion j not a 
day paffed, but I received frefh proofs of 
the paternal love, with which I was fo de- 
lighted .; it was your pleafure, madam, to 

have 
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liave me inftrufted in all the female ac- 
complilhments taught in our convent, my 
proficiency far furpaffed his expeOations, 
he admired my drawings — was pleafed to 
fee me employed in my fine works^ — in his 
ferious hours I read to him, and when, 
which often happened, he was penfive; 
my voice, he faid, had the power to difli* 
pate forrow, and foothe the jarring paf-^ 
fions into peace ; in fliort, every thing I 
did raifed in him pleafure, and admira- 
tion ; his houfe, fortune, fervants, nay, 
himfelf, feemed to live to oblige me— 
and thus pafled five of the months, fince 
1 parted with you ; fo fmooth, fo unruf- 
fled, and yet fo amply filled, that I had 
no time or inclination to penetrate the 
myftery, which as St. Clare had foretold, 
Appeared to hang over the a6lions of 
Oeneral Moncraf s 

About this time, a young man came to 
Belk-Vue who was introduced to me, by 
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the General, as a prodigy ; he Was young, 
(enfible, and handfome; without ambkion, 
and free from the influence of paffion; he 
. was in poffeffion of a very moderate for- 
tune, with which he was fo pierfeftly con- 
-ten t, that though' he had been offered, 
nay, urged to ^accept of affluence, rank, 
and honor; he reje£led them all; and 
came to Belle-Vue, refpeftfuUy to de- 
cline a commiflion in the afmy, which 
liad been procured for him, by the Ge- 
iieral's intereft* 

1 confefs, madam, 1 faw no Tuch .pro- 
digy, in all this ; the man regulated his 
defires, by his own power ; his heart re- 
treated from a fenfe of obligation; he 
formed his plan of conduft, confiftent with 
the independence of hi« nHnd ; ^ lived ' 
to himfelf not toihe worlds and perfeftly 
latisfied, to be a reafonable being,' was 
content, that greatnefs fhould pafs his 
tdoor i did it require any violent exertion 

of 
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oFphilofophy to aft tlms ? I Ihould think 
not, I have not it is trae, met with any in 
the narrew fphcre of my acquaintance 
iwith the ivorld, of this particular turxi, 
but it is fight; and how many right minds, 
have you, my dear madam, made me 
mentally acquainted with ? but Mr. Har- 
ley (that -is his name) is leaft amiable at 
£rft fight, you only fee that he is hand- 
some, and whe^ you are previoufly .ac-» 
squainted with his charafier, bis youdi, 
and felf denial, form a. contraft much to 
liis advantage; but as you know him bet- 
ter, you jperccive -there is a grace, a 
manner, which adorns his fineperfbn, and 
renders .it jperfeQly pleafing ; he is not for- 
ward in converfation, but wlien once 
«drawJi out, Jils knowledge is £0 ctniverfal, 
tiis judgment fo^xorreO:, and his delivery 
£0 eloquent; you are difpofed to regret his 
filence, and to refpeQ: no other fpeaker— 
and whfle he without vanity or oftenta- 
don, captivates the ear with fentimenis, in 



J 
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which wif&om, and elegance kte blended; 
liis countenance, at once chearful, and 
^nimatcd^ proves he is at peace with 
' himfelf: 

* 

I had no reafon to ht vain of Mr. Har- 
ney's attention to me, and therefore per- 
iiaps was the more felicitous to obtain it; 
the Englift gentlcn>en are in general very 
' j)olite, and not a litde anxious to perfuadc 
• iis of the alcendancy our fex has over 
' them; tut this young man, for fometime, 
chofe to convince me;, however well-bred 
he might be i« other refpeSs, politenefs 
to my fexj was not bis forte :— »thisi, ma- 
- dam, was but lor a time ; it was not '*tiH 
^aifter he had paid feveral vtfits at B^lle- 
Vue, he appeared to h^ftre formed any. 
opinion at all of me ; not indeed, ^till the 
many inftances whfeh bad come to my 
knowledge, of the urbanity of his nature, 
liad rendered Jtrim in tny idea^ one of the 

He 
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He foon l>€came a <:onftant, and wel- 
<:ome vifitor at Belle-Vue; the General 
^as never better ^leafed, than when in 

Jbis compaay^ and c^atinually regreted 

^ ithat'ftich afine y^ung fellow fhould feclude 
thimfeirfrem the world ; once, when after a 
^ight inditpofition, he took me to air in 

.^he chariot, we ftoppe4 at the Hermitage; 
:iLnd he comnHffioned me to endeavoyir to 
^prevail on the philofapher, as "wc called 
Mr. Harley ^ to give up his favourite fyC- 
'4:em^ and adopt that, which his &ici\ds 
•conceived would be fo much raor^ to his 

; adv^antfi^ge -; but it was an office for whiph 
^my oivn fentim^nts, by no means cjmalifi^d 
mtti 1 did indeed n)ftke one tiSoict, huir it 
^as too Weak to be fuxice&IUL 

Whyitisl cannot explain ; 1>ut aft this 

•period ©if my narratioRy my heart fails tnc; 

. you know me iftcs^able af deceit^ ofva- 

^ Tying from trtrth.; ibut tl^ Mofc tratha^vr 

tcome^ ieltt£iaBtiy^feom< my pen.;; I feelAn 
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inward ihame^ (yet it i^ a falfe ihame^ and 
therefore I will conquer it) which would 
dcftroy the unreferved, the naft'ural confi. 
-dence, I have ever placed, ia th« moft re- 
fpeftable, the moft indulgent friends that 
ever poor orphan was bleft with. 

What w^man is blind to the paffion flic 
inFpires ? I am going to lay o^n aH the 
weaknefs of nay heart to you, -and will fiot 
therefore begin my confeflion with an aflt 
of difingenuity c — I faw^ I fek — that £d« 
ward Harley loved your Ague* s and oh J 
fnadam, pity and forgive^ the poor heart 
that woM receive, jand retiara hie lore; 
in ipite of all the w^ak effort* of reafon^ 
and the didates of di^y % litde ;a}^ehen^ 
five hx^wever of the errors, into which { 
^as running ; I perfeaded fnyfelf the par- 
tiality J felt for Mn Hailey, jirofe froid a 
'fource as innocent, as free from danger— 
and imputed thofe fenfations to fr ieiKifhip^ 
wjiich I was too foon conviBced, ^rutig 
from apaifion^ I wanted inclination to re^ 
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fft, and power to conquer 5 I early b&< 
came fenfible of this my inexcufeable er* 
Tor, but the fame motive that condemned 
tny thus giving way to an attachment, I 
feared you would difapprove ; tempted mc 
alfii'to ccmceal it from you > not having as . 
you enjoined me, laid open every move- 
ment of my heart, to my beloved moni* 
trefs, I became every day more and more 
mtferable; time, which added to my guilty 
encreafedmy compunftion; but after hav-r. 
ing proceeded thus far, I could not pre- 
vail on myfelf, to begin a confeflion fo 
long delayed ; many were the refolutions 
I made — but the offence was too fweet— 
the crime too dear to be abandoned; fear ' 
therefore on one hand, and Ihame on the 
other, ever took from my faithlefs pen, all 
power to trace the charafters, which form 
the name of— Edward Harley. 

Let me not however weary my friends, 
on a fubjed, too pleafing to myfelf: with 

1 3 '^^^ 
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Mr* Harley*s paffion^ armelaiicfiQiy viShTy. 
cncreafed, on the chearfiilncfe,, that was 
wont to delight us ;. Madame de Valimont 
dif covered its fource i Harley loves youv 
Agnes, (fhe would fsgr) poor youth !' he is • 
blind to his own danger, he knowiS.not the 
obftacles he has to^fuimountr whether fli^. 
communicated her ohfervatioDS; ta tfae 

« 

(ienerah or not,, I am yet toi Ibam ; mine* 
IfOonfefs,. were to totally engroffed by the- 
alteration in the countenance,, and man» 
ners of our new friend;, i paid Kttle re- 
gard to any thing elfe. 

The unembsurrafled air^ the fpri^tFy 
look, the florid countenance, and unap- 
prehenfive eye, were changed inta re- 
ftraint, dejeftion, pale cheeky and fear- 
ful fadnefs ; the Harley we firft knew was. 
no more; his fenfes appeaced to be 
touched, frequent abfences,. duFing which„ 
I found he abandoned hi^rfel^ to defpair; 
fuddea Returns, ambiguous, yettendpi ex^ 

preffions^ 
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p|;efiions, involuntary Burfts of tears and 
fighs ; tliefe were the only proofs of love, 
fie gave your Agnes, but thefe were irre- 
fiftibk; and while they raifed compaffioni 
g^ve birth to tendemefs; I dreaded the 
cflfeft of thofe ftruggles of his mind, and 
ufed all my influence' to prevail on him to 
accept the commiflion; which the General 
6ad before procured for him — he complied 
with my entreaties ; oh ! madam, he had 
no heart to oppofe my defires ; yet when 
he came to bid us adieu> his agonies and 
diftrefs were,undefcribable, I faw the far 
tal farewel gliiftening on his eye, and qui- 
vering on his lip — I-T-oh ! how (hall I own 
it; how confefs to thofe pure beings, ^vhofc. 
leffons of female delicacy; and referve, 
were fo many years implanted in my mind 
-r-I — yes, madam, your Agnes, the child 
you have fo often clafped to your modeft 
bofom, fought an interview — made an ap- 
gointment, and admitted a man to vifit 

. I 4 her,^ 
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her, in a private part of the garrfeI^— ^rt 

midnight ■ 

You tremble, you ftar^, you throw down 
my letter with abhorrence ; you no longer 
confider me as the daughter of your adop^ 
tion, the child of your heart: Ahf ma- 
dam, refume my unhappy ftory ; receive 
again the poor Agnes to your compaifion, 
and to your love; flie was in this inftancej^ 
impelled by an irrefiftibte impulfe; fhe 
was imprudent, but not criminaJ : kt my 
jears, my prefent anguifh expiate my firft, 
my only offence, againft the purity of 
your inftruftions ; heinous was my crime^ 
deep and bitter is my punifhment. 

The unhappy Edward was at the temple, 
before nle ; — but how can I make, even 
to you, the degrading confeiBon; he ap- 
peared flufhed, as if with wine ; he was it 
is true, agitated, but not by that dejefted 
for row, which excited my compaflion ; 

violence^ 
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violence^ not refped^ marked his aQions^ 
he feized my hand. 

Terrified at a change fo aftonifliing, 
and unexpefted; all the imprudence of my 
condufl, flafhed at once, upon my re- 
colle£iion. 

The moon fhone very bright, and the 
radiant beams of that chafte ^ planet, which 
gliftened through the foliage of the fur- 
rounding treesy ferved. at once to^ reproach, 
and animate me.; fear it is true, filled my 
heart, but the blufli of indignation glowed 
on my cheek; 

' Etow ffrong is the force of virtue ; how 
eafily refiraicd are the habits of propriety ^ 
Mr. Marley tremWed at the filent agony 
of my looks ; he fell at my feet;, deplored.' 
my refentment, called heaven,^^ and earth 
to witnefs the ardour of his love, vowed^ 
wept^ aDd~-yes, madam^ he dared, to fo- 

1 c \\sil^ 
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licit me to fly with him : Ah ! what would 
I not have given^ that 1 had not author 
rifed his temerity, by my orun imprudence* 

To repeat all that paffed at this painfut 
interview is impoffible ; let me therefore 
haften to the important^ the dreadfii^ 
cxpl anation ■ 

My meaning, but dear lady Abbefs, but I 
feel the folly of the expreffion, what young 
creature who fufFers paffion to ccmquei 
reafon, can develope her own meaning? 

r 

My intention then^ as far a$ I am my« 
felf acquainted with it, in giving Harley 
this meeting ; was to have reafoned hina 
out ^f' the dejeftion, that appeared to. 
overpower his faculties; and by perfuad* 
ing him to enter into the world, on equ^ 
terms with other people, to meliorate thai 
extreme fenfibility, which, depending on 
my own forefight^ I concluded would be 

the 
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the ruin of his peace ; when therefore ie 
had the coafidence, to urge me to a flight 
with hixi^ I felt my degradation, and was 
aibamedof my fancied wifdom ; felf-coh^ 
demned, and Ihocked at my own deviation! 
from delicacy ; I loft all concern for him, 
in fear for myfelf; and wifhed immedi- 
afcely to retire. . 

}Ay indignation at his propofal, and tbc^i 
ffeom in my countenance, which however 
was levelled at my felf; appeared to pique 
hinu. 

His fortune,^ he {aid,, fmall as it was^; 
>WK)uld fupport us» . 

I ftartedy and again attempted to IcAvc 
Himi but^ no, madam ! no refpeflwaijdue' 
to me; the virgin^ pride that fwdfefPin* 
my bofom, the offended innocence that; 
ammated my countenance; appeared tai 
the effe£ls of art, andaffedatiojn^; hoAnti 

i: 6 ^^ 
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fliall I tell you ? hovr wound St. Ctare 
with the horrid repetition ? he confidered 
me as the wanton favorite of General 
Moncrafsy the companion of his k>ofe 
hours^ do you comprehend me^ madam ^ 
his miftrefs. 

The world, common fame, and even 
the domeftics of Belle- Vue, all, he had 
the barbarity to tell me, looked on me in 
that light : Alas ! do not the lucid drops 
of compaflic^n flow from your eyes, *do 
you not conceive that the agonies I felt» 
and Hill feel, have expiated the ad of ixa^ 
{urudence I was guilty of in meeting him. 

What J fuffered, or how I fupported 
myfelf, the Being who. witnefled the hate- 
ful cajiumny, only knows ; I did not weep^ 
nor fpeak, my heart w^s burfting : — With 
all the energy, all the dignity of innate 
honor ; Mr» Harley, then abandoned his 
fiift pleas for favour to himfelC; and en* 

treated 
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treated me to fly from Belle- Vue^ from 
Moncrafs, from guilt: I did not yet weep 
—my heart was too full — he offered me an 
afylum with his lifter, a woman of amiable 
ahd unblemifhed charafter, who would,; 
he faid, proteft me : Lady Moncrafs, the 
nobleft, beft of women ; whofe peace had 
been deftroyed 

Oh ! my venerable monitrefs ! beloved 
St. Clare ! by what fatality was I given to 
the protection of this man ? was it neceC- 
fary, my entrance into the world, fhould 
be marked by fueh a humiliatiAg injury ? 
is it your Agnes, the humble difciple of 
rcftitude; her to whofe utmoft wiih, the 
grate of your convent, was a welcome' 
boundary ? is it her, who inverts the con- 
nubial bleffing ? who breaks the heart and 
domeftic comfort of a lady, not more re- 
fpefted folr her rank, than admired fdr hier 
many virtues; one, who is confefledly^ 
the ornament of her country^ 
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I had been toki the General was a xMx^ 
lyed man, . ^nd* thai fome family difputes, 
bad feperated . him frcwp his wife : I iRi-. 
puted the many, melancholy hours he. 
jaJBTe^ to.that caufe ; 1 heard him figb, I fj^w 
the unbidden tear roll down his cheeks; 
liK)w often have I prayed for reft to his 
mind,, how often thought ill of a woman 
who could'treat fuch a man with unkind- 
nefs;. but Utile indeed could I fufpeft: 
n^felf^ to be the caufe of^ their unhappy^ 
diyifipn.- 

' But- to return^ tender regret for my- 
fD|)pofed^m|ferable Ssite, fucceeded admo- 
mtloQ^ whieh vjfere di£Uted by unfuUied^ 
hpnor* 



Qh Agne§! (criecl' h^) wriitgii^ W*^^ 
hajf^s, how fliall I w<ean my iibuj firom its 
dotage on thy perftftions ? I leay^ tbe*^ 
I go to eijqploiie a world X a)>JbQr--rI fe^k 

la 
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ta^fetfcyimag^mtHe; multitude ; buir I 
kaow^ t feel> hew vain the attempt ; wert 
thouhbtu iimocent,, lo toily to die fof ;thee^, 
waiild be luxuf y ;. but*' remember the ivarn^ 
ing.I give thee; let ©ot the blocmi of thy 
life be dcvcted to g^ilt, . let not the fafci- 
nation of thy fenfes in the prefent mo- 
ment, rob thee of all theWeffings of a long 
futurity; let it not cheat th^eof cowj/br^^ 
of infodcence; leave thy fieducer; what 
though he ii» noble,, brave, benevolent- 
amiable — and rich? think of the pangs 
his infidelity tiiflt6k 6n the heaft of a vir- 
tuous woman, whaadoi!es^bim;-thmk alfa 
that thou, the faireft mafter-piece of na- 
ture, art an accomplice Sa his giiilt i that 
thy foul, which the creator has fo divinelyr^ 
adorned, with every grace that is eftimable 
in woman, inftead of being .a temple of 
virtti^ is the feat o f he iftopped, %^. 
tbrowing bimftif on a beach fobbed aioud«>^' 
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Unable any longer to fupprefs the . vio- 
lence of my emotions, and unwilling to 
enter into explanations with one, who by 
his contemptible opinion of me, rendered 
himfelf unworthy my regard; I haftilyleft 
the temple, and returned to the houfe^ 
with the utmoft fpeed. 

And now, my dear honoured friends ; 
you have before you the motives which in- 
duced me to leave Belle-Vuc : but I did 
not take fo important a ftep, without fully 
informing myfelf, of the truth of the hor- 
rid tale I heard from Harley. 

* . ^ * 

The orphan girl who attended me is in-- 
nocence itfelf; I was very much embar- 
riiffcd how to enter on fuch a fubj^8: with 
her, but my delicacy was needle&t-^it was 
a reipeft 1 riiight owe i my own feeUngs^ 
but wa^s not in this cafe due to hers ; ^ce 
I foundj that not only the domeftics of. 

the 
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the hoofe, but the ^hole country, re**, 
ceived it as an indifpoiable fa6l — that I 
vras the GeneraPs imftrefs; and not only* 
fo^ but that my guilt was^ aggravated b}r 
the diflention I had caofed between. '•hinfc 
and Lady Mary*. 

I remarked to you in the firf! fetter I 
wrote from Belle-Vue, that I thought very 
lew families of diftin6lion dwelt in that 
part of the country ; as we had not many 
male> and no female vifitors : See now, a 
reafon why folitude whicK rendered it a 
thoufand times more charming to me, 
reigned in the houfe and gardens of 
Belle-Vue. 

Mortified at the refleftiow, tired of the 
hateful fubjeft, fick of the world, and dif- 
pleafed with myfelf ; permit me dear lady 
Abbefs, here to conclude this long letter^ 
I underftand nothing of the mails— when 

they 
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tfeey gp out, or when they arrive ; as I lhal¥ 
^erefore only give vent to the forraws 
Aat opprefs me, befbre I again refume; 
my pen, two packets may poffibly reach^ 
)^ tog^her, from your unhappy 
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Jt Had or die red Peggy, to fit up until myr 
retturnirQin the garden ; and. I nowthr^Wi 
my fetf on.the btedi in'the prefenoe oTth^ afw. 
fifighted girlj and gave way to the ago- 
nies that diftrAiftedme ; in. my firft tranC- 
ports of gricf^ I called on* St. Gkure^ an»- 
youi reproached yott for expofipg, me ta 
iuch mfults^ then again imploredi you in 
the tervdereft terms to- relieve,, to protefl:^. 
and to jiiftify me ; at length after exhauii.* , 
ing myfelf by the exce(s of m^. paflion^ 
and incfignat^ofli — I. beg^^ (epioufly ta> rew 
volve in my niind^ the whole tenor of 
G&necal Moncrafs's condu^ to hk;, frpmi^^ 
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the time of his taking me under his prou^ 
teftion^ to that hour. 

I couTd have no doubt <^ the truth of 
what Harley. had juft told me ; it was con* 
firmed by my own fervant, whofe veracity I 
never had reafon to fufped: ; and by a thou- 
land concurrent circumftances^ which now 
rufhed on my memory^ yet notwithftand* 
ii^g all this^ I could i^ot help doing juftice 
to the delicacy of the General's behavfouf* 
at all times towards me : I could not re* 
colle£): a fingle circumftance, which would 
have alarmed the ftrifteftj or even the moft 
fufpicious purity-^if I was ill he watched 
oVer me with the tendereft, and moft pat- 
temal folicitude; my recovery evef af- 
forded him the ftrongeft fatisfadron, and 
my wifties, whenever he could make him- 
fclf acquainted with thert. Were antici- 
pated: you, madam, by your example, 
made your Agnes a ftrifil obferver of 
countenances ; and I had even flattered 

myfelf^ 
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frayfclf, that I had acquired fome of yout 
fagacity, in forming the judgment, which 
<was the refult of thoCe obfervations — it 
^ "was always a particular pleaftire to me, to 
cead the heart of General Moncrafs in his 
£ace — ^k had all the llmpticity o( the cha<* 
rafter, you fo much admire in .the cele- 
jorated Englifh writer, and all the fire, wa^ 

r>r and tencierne(« »of Sterne himfelf: noc 

once, no not once, did I perireive a trace 

• .of duplicity in it-^when I compared his 

paternal -conduft towards me, with what I 

; ' had always conceived of tnie fatherly af- 
feftion^ a thought darted acmfsjny imagi^ 
odation, which for a few moments involved 
due in pei|)lextty of another kind : St. 
Clare has 'Oftea 4:oid cae, and you, .dear 
^adyJLbbefsi, as .often confixmed iti t^at 
I was «f honourable, and noble birth ; aU 
tflkMftgk it «ras i^ceflary for prudential 
ireafons tp i^onjceal my origin, even from 
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Be notcuriaus Agues, feek not to pe- 
netrate the myftery which may appiear td 
cloud the .a6laons q( the worthy man in 
< -*^ whofc proteftion I place you," faid my 
{ 'beloved Sti Clare; ah! thought J, Moii- 
crafs is ^then my father, this iurmile con- 
^ firmed i)y ^his cenduQ;, and by my owa 
/feeKngs, was, I for a plomeni fancied, 
: founded on reafon,; but a fecond thought 
^J3ade me give up that idea, as vifionary# 
€he General had> been married twi^e; I 
^ could not be the daughter of Lefrnqra Se- 
- 'baftioB, his firft wife; and my age was a 
' Cufficient proof, as wctl as Lady Mai'y'^ 
idifpieafuTe on my account, thatl was not 
Siers : ifstherelbre I > had any fflial claims 
. ^n the General, they muft bave'be^n ille- 
.igitipnate, and could not. then, l^e either 
sioble or htmorcAk^ Xo that I was jsi^bli^d to 
-arelinquife'thatfurraife, as equally cbJAe- 
M^itai wiik many other preceding oaisfi^ 

r 

Bat 



Sut what was sto be done? 

Should the fun rife on Agtie« dedourcj^ 
runder the roof of a man, who ^as deemed 
the feducer of hiar innocenoe; and who 
^was accufed of violating every moral, arid 
focial duty inhisprateftion.ofher? fhould 
ihe meet the eyes of his domeftica, fixed 
on her as an objefl: of infamy ? the meaneft 
«if whom might fay — this woman is our 
OTiftrefs — we obey, but we alfo de5)rfe her 
—behold her gaudy trappings, fhey are 
the price of her honorj we are not fo fine, 
rbut we are lefs guilty than her : Ah ! Su 
Clare! this was not one of thetnyfteries 
you forbade me to develope 5 and thus 
fore-armed, fhould any latent dfefign, hof- 
tile to virtue, really lie concealed under 
a mafk of tender regard ; would not you P 
would not Hiy own heart condemn mc;^ 
iiad I (laid to tempt my fate, '^iJl it was 
itao late to ^efcape the danger f this iaft 

Kfk&ioA 
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fefleftioa dcternrined me:; I feigned to 
have recompofed my fpirits, faid I was 
flecpy, aod hid Peggy retire. 

I know not whether it is the gener^ 
cuftom of the country, or whether it is 
only in the neighbourhood of Belle- Vue ; 
that the matter is belove^ liot feared by 
his vaflais,^ hard iar^;, and impregnable 
honcfty, appear to me to he the hereditary 
jrights of the Englifh peafant; no lock^ or 
hars are neceffary to proteQ: the property 
of the riclj, or theperfons of the poor; .at 
leaft in the demcfne <xf Belle-Vue;, fuch 
was the mutual xonfidence^ between the 
inmates and the neighbourhood, that the 
drawing ^ flight holt, and fomctimes not 
.that, was deemed a fufficient night fecu- 
xity^ having therefore once formed my 
a*efolution, I had no difficulties in putting 
;them in execurion, but thole wiiich .ariiie 
ipsi my owji mind« 

Ucver 
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Never, never, fhall I know reft, 'till I 
find it in your arms ; *till I receive your 
pardon, 5tnd once more hear the faint- 
like voice of St. Clare melt in fondnefs 
over her 

Agnes* 
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Agnes in continuaiion* 



1 



Continue to write to my only friends, 
certain that I Ihall, as foon as the poQible. 
return of any conveyance will admit it, 
be fur^iifhed with means of returning, to 
your dear, and now dearer, than ever, 
convent ; becaufe I am fure you are foli- 
cituous to know the whole of a ftory, 
which though it may in fome parts deferve 
your juft reprehenfion, yet it is your 
Agnes who confefles her faults, who cafts 
herfelf at your feet for pardon ; and whofe 
errors, however enormous, are at this mo« 
mciit punilhed more feverely, than her 

partial 
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partial friends would perhaps think ade- 
quate to her offence. 

I quitted Belle- Vue with a certain un- 
defcribable heavinefs of heart, Xvhich had 
I not fdt the propriety of the a£l ; would 
have deprived me of the refolution, and 
prefence of mind, which only could fup- 
port mc in the ftep I was taking. 

I have before acquainted you with the. 
lituation of this noble buildings it has a 
fouth afpe6l, and commands a mofl: delight- 
ful view of the fertile valley, to which from 
the houfe you fee no end; it is defended 
from the north wind, by a range of up- 
lands, and on each fide it is adorned with 
beautiful plantations, which though raifed 
by a {kilful gardener, appear to be the 
fpontaneous work of nature; at the ex- 
trttflity of thofe plantations, are gravel 
walks, bordered by the moft delicious 
flowery banks^ ivhofe verdure are pre* 

K 9 . fecs^^ 
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fcrvcd by the conftant lavingsof two clear 
ftreams, whofe natural windings beautify, 
as well as replenifh the whole valley : the 
great road leads clofe by the park pa« 
lings^ at the back of the houfe ; fo far I 
knew the way I meant to go^ and fo far I 
proceeded with tolerable refolutioa* 

Let me endeavour to defcribe to you, 
deare ft madam, my fenfations, when from 
the window of the General^ s apartment, 
where the curtains were not let down ; I 
faw him, walk about in a difturbed man-i 
ner, and by the lights which ftood on the 
writing table, I could perceive him, often 
attempting either to read, or write, then 
Suddenly rife, and continue t raver fing 
the room. 

All his kindnefs at that inftant recur'd 
to my memory, his voice, his ^ook, hb 
parental tendernefs, rendered more inte- 
jefting by the apparent anxiety of his 

miud ; 
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mind ; at this moment, filled me with' tlje 
ttioft painful regret. 

Cruel Harley ! cried I, burfting into 
tears, why haft thou torn the veil from my 
delighted eyes? what to me were the cen- 
-ftires of the barbarous, ill-judging world ? 
when in the fecurity of my own innocence, 
and retting in full confidence on the honor, 
and integrity of my generous proteftor, my 
utmoft ambition was to contribute to his 
happinefs, and my fondeft wifli to give thee 
peace j what is now my purfuit ? what the 
confequence of this rafh elopement ? I add 
to the forrows which already deprive him 
of reft, and I tear myfelf from thee for- 
ever.——— 

r' 

Still were my flowing eyes fixed on the 
window ; one inftance of the General's 
tendernefs, fucceeded another on my me- 
mory ; my heart funk at the fetrofpeQ, ; I 
was' on the point of returning, when the 

K 3 X^^-^ 
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idea that his prefent uneafinefs, might pro*, 
ceed from his difunion from his wife, and 
that the caufe once removed, the efFeft 
would alfos ceafe ; I turned my reluftant 
eyes away, and proceeded on my lonefome 
journey ; then in the tumult of my mind^ 
your figure and that of St. Clare appeared 
to my mental view, 

Wliat faid my dear monitrels, ^aft thou 
Agnes, feen the beloved St. Clare dying 
a living death, her bloom wafting, her 
beauteous form fhrinking from the wounds 
of calamity ; her eyes weeping night and 
day for ofFences^e had not committed ; re- , 
figning herfelf with patience to ficknefs and 
forrow ? thus deprefled, broken hearted, 
and almoft expiring ; would Jkt thinkeft 
thou have hefitated, whether to leave a te- 
rcftrial paradife,^ or ftay in it, to endanger 
her own honor ; to acquiefe in the moft in- 
jurious palumny, and wound the feelings 
of a virtuous wife ? 

Abl 
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Ah ! no, crted I, St. Clare would in my 
^tuation have taken the very fteps her 
Agnes has now done : ihe would haften 
from the fcene of fuch edmplicated ills, (he 
would fly fxom a man whofe tendernefs was 
9t beft bi9t equivocal, Ihe would rejefteveiy 
^dv^mtage, that wore the guife of diflionor> 

Thus, madam did I reconcile to my own 
heart, th^ pidn I knew I fliould inflift on 
the Genei;al; and thus did I re-animate my 
finking courage, till having paft the fum* 
mit of the hill, I had wholly, and perhaps 
foreyer, loft fight of Belle- Vue. 

I now found the benefit of the exercife 
1 am fo fond of, having walked near ten 
miles before the fun rofe; when feeling my- 
felf weary, and my fpirits from their un- 
ufual exertions, nearly exhaufted; I ac- 
cofted a poor woman, who was placing her 
Ijpinning* wheel at the door of a hut, that 
Could hardly be diftinguilhed by the n^iie 
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houfe ; I entreated file would fuffer me to 
reft, and get me a difh of tea, for which 1 
promifed her ample payments 

She very courteouffy fliewed me in, but 
in a barbarous and uncouth corruptkm ot 
^the Englifh language, took great pains to 
convince me that though many of her neigh- 
bours, who were no better to pafs than 
herfelf, had forfooth, got the cuftom of 
drinking that flip-flop ftuflF—^^ never hacf, 
nor ever would fuffer it to enter h<sr dwel- 
ling ; but fhe readily put before me her 
brown loaf, a few eggs, fojne butter-milk, 
and a wooden difh filled with whey ; I took 
a draught of the tatter, and an egg, and 
laid down on the pallet from whence my 
hoflefs was but jufl rifen, whofe kindnefe 
abundantly compenfated for the rudenefe 
of her dialeS, and the hardnefs of her fare. 

It was in vain I endeavoured to compofe 
-myfelf to reft, my mind was too much agi-i 

tatedi 
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tated; but as my feet were exceedingly 
bliftered, and I found myfelf unable to 
purfue my journey, I lay fome hours a 
prey to refleftions I cannot defcribe. 

My hoftefs who appeared to be about 
fixty, and very far from that robuft make, 
which •charafterifes the peafants of this 
country; lamented fhe had no better bed 
for me, afTured me I fhould bie mainly wel- 
come if file had, for that I was the tighteft 
lafs flie had feen many a day, and fure, and 
fure if fhe had a golden bed, fhefliouldnOtU- 
think it was too good^for me* • 

Are you not^ charmed, madam, with this 
artlefs creature ? her fong as fhe fat fpin^- 
ning, which but for the benevolence of her 
nature, I fhould 'call a horrible fcream, was 
interruptedly my fighSj and fhe attributed 
my reflleffnefs to her hard pallet, happy 
mortal ! fhe could conceive no other caufe, 

K 5 which 
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vrhich after walking all night, Ihould pre- 
vent my fleeping. 

This woman was a ftrange compofitioa, 
wherein the extremes of humanity, and in- 
difference were blended; Ihe faw me weep, 
and her own tears were ready to ftart ; fhe 
was very eager to do me any kind office, 
and even offered to go to a neighbours, as 
flie called a houfe two miles off, and bor- 
row not only crockery, but tea, fugar fhe 
had, as fhe proved by fhewing me a yellow 
porringer, full of fome very coarfe, and 
moifl, which fhe told me fhe always kept 
for poffet, in 'cafe fhe fhould be fipk ; yet 
though fhe was thus kind, and attentive to 
every thing fhe thought would contribute 
to my eafe; fhe expreffed not the leafl cu»- 
riofity either by looks, or words, ait the 
lingular appearance I made; my drefs, 
which was a plain mufiin chemife, tied with 
jgreen, mtift have been fuperior to any thing 
ftie had feen, yet I could not obferve in 

her 
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her an atom of curiofity, or the leaft defire 
to be acquainted with any thing, about me, 
but my looks ; which Ihe affured me, ovcir 
and over, pkafed her hugely. 

She afked me if I was a maiden body, 
and on being anfwered in the affirmative^ 
bid, me keep fo, and not mind the men, of 
whom in the whole world there were but 
two forts, the falfe-hearted — and the good- 
for-nothing—and fhe thanked God, days, 
weeks, and fometimes months paffed, with-, 
out her feeing any of them. 

' This, piece of. intdligence rendered me 
perfe6Uy eafy in my fituationi but I pro- 
fited fo little by her good example, that I 
really felt great c.uriofity to know hei; 
hiftory. 

She had, /(he faid) had her fliare of 
trouble — but it was all comprifed in one, 
and one only remarkable incident, which 
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brought a glow of refentment into her 
cheeks : ftie had been in her youthful days 
plighted to a neighbouring hufbandman, 
who had forfaken her in all her bridal 
finery, the favings of three years fervitude^ 
at the church door; and enlifled for a 
foldier — 

And what became of the wretch? faid I. 

Oh ! he was either killed abroad, an- 
fwered Ihe very compofedly* — or hanged at 
London — no matter whichr— then walking 
very leifurely up to a large brown cheft, 
Ihe opened it, and taking the things it con- 
tamed out, one by one, fhewed me her 
bridal fuit, which Ihe faid fhe had never 
worn fince her firft, and laft difappoint- 
ment, but kept it as a warning to all the 
young maidens that came to her houfe. 

What will you fay, madam, when you 
are told that while this good creature, was 
thus gratifying her pique to the men, and 

feeking 
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feeking to amufe me, I formed aTchemc to 
rob her of diofe valuable reliques ? 

I had reafon to expeft, that as fbon as 
my elopement was dif covered at Belle- 
Vire, the General would at leaft wifh to 
inform himfelf of the route I had taken^; 
and perhaps too, for never more will I 
conceal a thought from my only friends ; 
iHarley might fancy himfelf interefted in 
my fate. — Ingratel my imagination had 
deified him, his had reduced me to the 
loweft contempt- 

I was lure the cloaths would fit me, and 
that I (houM in them pafs through the coun- 
try towns in my way to N— — wh^re I re- 
membered to have feen the London ftages 
ftop, when I was going to Belle- Vue, 
without exciting curiofity, which it was of 
importance to me to avoid« 

After 
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After paffing that day, and the next 
night with the good old maiden; I pre- 
tended a head-ach, and accepted her offer 
to go to her neighbours, and borrow the 
tea, and crockery ; which Ihe chearfuUy 
undertook to do, at the fame time^ I 
charged her.not to fay any thing about me. 

Why child, faid Ihe, what can I fay of 
you? if you are as good as you look, I 
can fay no harm ; and if you be xoorfc, it 
mull be fomebody wifer than Cicely to 
find you out ; and fo child make yourfelf 
eafy, and away tripped the old dame. 

The inftant Ihe was gone, I began my 
operations; and in ten minutes, fet out 
from the cottage, quite a country lafs ; in 
a fine flowered linen gown, pink petticoat^ 
flraw hat, and white cloth cloak ; my fat^ 
tin fhoes I changed for a pair of black 
leather pumps, and drew on a pair of pink 
ilockings, with white clocks, over my own 

filk 
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filk ones ; my hair was fortunately out o 
powder, but I found the moft difficult part 
in my whole drefs, was that of tucking it 
all under the round-ear'd cap ; I left my 
muflin drefs, and all the reft of my cloaths 
in the cheft, from whence I had^ taken 
thofe belonging to Cicely; with one guinea 
out of the three I had in my purfe, and 
fuUy fatisfied with myfelf, although I had 
put fuch a trick upon my hoftefs, made the 
beft of my way toward the great road. 

I had not walked half a mile, before I 
met two of the General's domeftics on 
horfeback ; whom I afterwards heard had 
been defcribing my perfon and drefs and 
making enquiries after me, in the next and 
neighbouring villages. 

Imagine,, madam, my anxiety when oi| 
looking back, I faw one of them ftrike out 
of the high road, and make direftly to- 
wards the cottage I had juft quitted ; for- 
tunately 
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tiinately Cicely was not returned; and T 
had left no traces behind Aie, that could 
lead to a difcovery of my having been 
there, except my cloaths which were not 
in fight : however I quickened my pace, 
and had the pleafure to fee, on looking 
behind me fometime after, the man who 
I concluded had fatisfied himfelf by fearch- 
ingthe old woman's cottage, had rejoined 
hi^ companion.. 

I entered the firft village, with fear and 
trembling/ but to my infinite joy paffed it 
unobferved; andprefently met a kind of 
carrier of goods to the next town, who of- 
fered to place me between his panniers, and 
convey me there, for two fhillings; I ac- 
cordingly mounted, and though* it was a 
mofl:uneafy feat, found it amuchmoreplea-^ 
fant method of travelhng, than the pedef- 
trian one Ihad been obHged to fct out with: 

-. ^ t ' * ■ ' 

It was late in the evening when we got 
to the end of our days journt v ^ my guide 
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put up at a miferable houfe he called an 
inn, but which was not a bit fuperior to old 
Cicely *s hut, in convenience, andaecoms- 
modation, and very much inferior to it,, 
in every degree of cleanlinefs^ 

From hence I procured a man and dou*- 

fele horfe to take me to N- five and 

•thirty mifes, whfch we- travelled the next 
day, and^my guide, by my direQions took 
me to the inn, from whence' the JL.ondon 
carriages fet out; I flept that night very 
comfortably^ enjoying for the firft time 
fince I left Belle-- Vue, die luxury of a 
good bed, and decent apartments rn^the 
morning, while I was en<}uiring of the 
landlord, whether there were any nearer 
road to France, than through London, a 
footman m livery accofted me in French^ 
and informed me, that ahhough there were 
feveral fea-ports, from whence- I might 
procure a paffage to the continent, much 
i^earer to- N-— ^ than the metropolis;. 
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yet that the veffels were fo uncertain, I 
might be detained a month before any 
failed — on the contrary, if I went through 
London, I might either go in a French 
- trader from thence, or travel by land ta 
Dover, from whence the paffage was very 
fliort; I thanked him for his information,, 
and immediately enquired when the ftage 
fet out ta London, and what was the fare« 
Imgagine, my dear lady Abbefs, my con* 
fternation anderabaiaffment, when I found 
that the whole contents of my purfe, were 
infufficient to defray the expences of the 
journey; the man perceived my confufion,. 
and advifed me to ride outfide, which was 
feconded by the coachman, who added 
fome coarfe jokes on my pretty perfon, 

I retired into the room, I had left in the 
utmoft anxiety ; I had not a fingle re- 
four ce from the anguifh of my own reflec- 
tions, and now feverely felt the ill confe- 
quences of my iiwprovideiit thoughtleflhefs 

in 
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in leaving Belle- Vue, where my cabinet 
was never in a ftate of poverty, without 
a fufficient fum of money for traveU 
ling expences ; I had, it is neceffary for 
me to tell you, though I did not at that 
time recollefl: it myfelf, a pair of pearl 
bracelets, with diamond clafps, which the 
General had prefented to me ; and in- 
Jifted on putting on my arms the very dajr 
I left Belle- Vue; thefe I had worn in 
compliment to him, *tiU I retired after 
fupper, and then only took them off, to 
put them in the cafe, which I had in my 
pocket, the moment before I left my 
apartment to meet Harley — but this cir* 
cumftance had totally efcaped my memory ; 
and having left my buckles in my fhoes at 
old Cicely's, Ihad nothing I could fell to 
aflift me in my prefeni exigence: — While 
I was ruminating on my unhappy fituation^ 
the fame footman who had accofted me in 
the inn yard, came to defire I would go 
to his miftrefs, who wilhed to fpeak withme. 
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Not a little furprkfed at this meflage, I 
fjUowed him into one of the beft apart- 
ments in the* inn, where t found a lady 
with aiine child on her lap, about three 
years old; who* told me with great civi- 
Ety, and good-nature; in French — that 
hearing I could fpeak the language, and 
wanted' a conveyance to France, (he fent 
for me to offer to bear my expences to 
London, if I would undertake the care of 
her child; that fhe had brought his nurfc 
with them into the country, who had un- 
fortunately been taken ill ; and their en^ 
gagements requiring their return to town,, 
they were obliged to lieave her behind 
them; that the child was become fo fretful 
at the lofs of his nurfe, and not being able 
to converfe, or amufe himfelf in the Eng- 
lifh language, (he was finking under the 
feitigue of attending him.. 

Well madam, you will not doubt my 
^ceptance of this offer, behold therefore, 

now 
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now your Agnes, entered on the bumble 
office of nurfe, Louifa her name, to maf* 
ter Mitard ; the child was naturally good« 
tempered, he had been frefted by being 
configned to the care of ftrangers — whofe 
language be did not underftand, and grew 
proportionably fonder of me, with whom 
he could hold his little parleys ; and his 
mamma was fo delighted at being relieved 
from the fatigue of attending to him, that 
flie infilled on paying the charge I had 
already incur'd at the inn, and that I 
ihould immediately confidermyfelf as one 
of her family ; I purchafed a ghangc of 
linen at N — , and after a journey, which 
had it not been for the fecret anxiety of 
my mind, would have been far from un- 
pleafant, we arrived in Suffolk-ftreet, on 
the third day after our leaving N : 

Mounfieur and Madame Mitard were 
very averfe to the thoughts of parting with 
me, the child would not be fatisfied when 

I 
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Shocking, cries Madame, my serves 
i^rere totally deranged by the horrid bores, 
we met with there ; certainly Louifa you 
have been engaged in fome adventures ^ 
flie then obligingly preffes me to ' change 
my drefs, and offers to fupply me^ either 
From her own wardrobe, or with money, 
to purchafe cloaths, more fuitable to the 
(phere, fhe is j)erfuaded I have been ufed 
to move in, * 

Were I adept enough in diflimulation, to 
jperfuade them their conjeftures are entire- 
ly devoid of foundation, I fhould there- 
l)y be deprived of an advantage of great 
importance to me at prefent, which is that 
of eating at their table; as I muft elfe take 
xny meals with their footman and coolc. 

Madame Is, I fancy, much admired— 
flie is vifited by many noblemen who p?iy 
her high compliments, which ihe receives 
with the eafe of a woman, to whom the 

ijicenfc 
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incenfe of flattery is not nev ; among the 
reft, is a yoling lord to vhom ihe infifted 
©n introducing me.; what had pafled be- 
tween them I know *not, but he looked^ 
furprifed : whether at my drefs, as to he 
fure Cicely's wedding fiiit is a little parti- 
cular, or at the ftory they think proper 
to fuppofe for me, or perhaps a little of 
both. 

This lord, who is really very conceited, 
ialuted me by the appellation of beautifui 
Hurfe ; faid a thoufand nothings in French, 
ftiewed his white teeth, played with th« 
t:hild a long while, and at parting, gave 
him a paper which he bade him prefent to 
his nurfe to buy pin^ ; it ^as an Englifh 
Jbank note for twenty pounds ; I could not 
-conceal either my furprife, or anger. 

Madame Mitard laughed>-his lordfliip,> 
fte faid, meant to prefent me with it, to 
purchafe a more becoming drefs. 

Vol. II. i, ^ My 
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My face ^v^as in a glow — I biirft into 
tears — fcorn and indignation flafhed from 
my eyes — what, madam, at that moment 
were my fenfations ? 

Madame Mitard flared — fhe is really 
very impenetrable ; the wonder in her 
looks, reminded me' of my (ituation — I 
had no right to deport myfelf fo haughtily, 
was I not a dependant — a fervant ? 

r 

The fenfe of my fallen fituation, the 
uncertainty when I might hear from you, 
the further mortifications I might be fub- 
jeO: to in Madame Mitard's family, and 
the different fcenes I might be expofed to 

« 

If I left it ; all flruck fo forcibly on my 
luind, that it took from me the power of 
utterance. * 

} funk on the floor without motion. 

Madame 
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• Madame Milard's nerves are very ftrong 
—mine the reverfe; fhe therefore never 
carries eau-de-luce-^but flie knew I did, 
and fearching my pocket fof the bottle, 
*drew out, by what accident fhe has not 
faid, the fhagreen cafe with iny bracelets. 

' The refpeft oF thofe little people, yiras 
^vonderfuHy increafed by the fight of the 
jewels ; they infifted I fhould no longer 
confider myfelf as their dependant ; they 
had always thought, and were now con- 
vinced, I was a perfon of rank ; they be- 
fought I would honour them by partaking 
their huniWe means, *till my affairs (how- 
ever deranged) were accommodated, 

Madame again intreated I would accept 
from hef, money, to purchafe cloaths 
more fiiitable to my rank^ and which 
would prevent my being an objeQ: of 
Curiofity— — 

La Tlsa 
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The laft confideration was of moft 
•w^eight with me ; yet I could not bear to 
-accept pecuniary obligations from thofe 
peciple, and fo at length I plainly told 
them. 

Ciel madamoifelle, replied Madame, 
why will you talk of incurring obligation^ 
with fuch riches in yout polTeflion, glanc- 
ing her eyes at the bracelets — in fliort, 
madam, the jewels were valuable, and 
Monfieur knew how to difpofe of them ; 
he carried them to a perfon who lives by 
this fort of traffic with the neceffitous, and 
brought me twenty guineas, with right to 
redeem my jewels;, whenever it is in mjr 
powen 

I have purchafed fome white dreffes, 
and a few neceflaries juft to appear in, 

Madame Mitard undertakes ^o return 
Ixurd Morden his note ; and now, I wait 

with 
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with inconceivable impatience to hear 
from you ; if you have wrote by the firft 
return^of the mail, I am told I fhall re- 
ceive your letter in twadays— *oh ! how I 
defire, yet dread to know your fentiments^ 
on the ftep I have taken^ on the whole of 
my conduft; if you acquit me, I know 
God will do the fame ; and then you and 
St. Clare will take to your beloved hearts 
3f our owa 

Acnes* 
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^n^.t^ contmmtion.. 



SufFolk.StTe€t;c 

X HE dky is paft on which I was in^ 
formed I. might have heard from- Paris : 1 
have already learnt to diftinguifh the twa 
loud, knocks^ which announce the poft* 
man's^pproach ;. he paffed our door^ yet 
fo ftrong wa5 my confidence, that you had 
wrote^ I prevailed on Mr. Mitard to go to 
the general office^ and examine whether 
any miftake had deprived me of the con-, 
folation, to know I was yet dear ta you j 
to-morrow they fay, your letter may ar-' 
jfive; oh! that this country could afford 
me a little cqHj, where I might fliut out the 

woddi^ 
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world, and pray for you 'till then: Oh I 
my prophetic fears ! St. Clare ! — but I 
cannot bear the fuppoGtion — however un- 
happy your Agnes may be in your difplea- 
fure, you will not rejeft her fond peti- 
tions, to be again taken to your bofom ; 
nor abandon her to her fatej however flie 
may deferve it— my St. Clare, I know, 
loves only her God, and you better than 
her adopted child. 

It is now twenty-fix days fince I left 
Belle-Vue, it is yet longer finee I have 
heard from you ; what may not have hap- 
pened in that fpace, to you, to St. Clare ; 
you are, it is tnie, happily exempted from 
all the evils, which irl the great world, are^ 
the fource of temptation, and the ofF- 
fprings of paflion^; your ferene lives are 
undifturbed by the turbulence of vain 
wifhes, and the fear of imaginary evils j 
fecure of the rich reward, due to your 
piety and virtue ; you tread witi). confi- 

L 4 denccv 



224 AGNES. 

dence, and fbrtitiKie, the path which leadsL 
to the " heaven of heavens/' but thoi^h 
your fouls are fanftified^ even in this.ftate 
of mortality, how many bodily complaints 
are you not fiibje6l to. 

What a languid ftate was poor St. Glaj« 
in, when Ihe tore herfelf fEom my era>- 
brace;. how had her fweet countenance 
fuffered within the laft year,^ and how 
wounding to me were the groans which 
pain extorted frora her. 

Alas ! when I think of this, and fancy 
it poffible you have journeyed to Abber- 
ville to render the laft kind oflBcc ta her, 
I am loll in. anguifli. 

Again^ induftriou^ to torment myfelf, 
I refleQ:, that notwithftanding jicmr happy 
ftate of health, and your ftill more even 
mind y it is alfo poffible that y(m may be 
attacked by fome dangerous indifpofitioji, 

which 
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which preys on you with the more vio- 
lence, from your heretofore excellent 
conftitution . 

Thefe are my fears for you my only 
friends, for wjiy^//" they are innumerable* 

I do not by any means like my prfefent* 
fituation ; Madame Mitard adds to the 
fprightly naivete of' our French ladies, a 
levity, and coquetry that difgufts me ex- 
tremely ; fhe is at times grofs in her con- 
verfation, and rude in her repartees, par- 
ticularly to gentlemen ; but as thefc are 
diverted by her fallres, and are conftantly 
making her little prefent^, ili'e is contented ' 
to believe they admire her, without trou- 
bling herfelf^ to diftinguilh whether they 
laugh 'With or at her; (he is difpleafed* 
when I look grave, and fays I am a fly 
pfude, a • charafter Jht ' detefts— but her 
opinion ofw is of fmall importance to my 
pgeace, wme of her is a diftinft affair. 
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As I have before told youj they: are vr-^ 
fited by many men of rank ; the greateft; 
inconvenience of my fituation, fipce they 
Biave thought proper to x:onfid€r me as^ 
their equal, is the obligation politencfs 
lays on me to attend Madame Mitard iiu 
the room, where fhe receives hec com- 
pany;, we have very few female friends,. 
Madame Mitard diflikes her own lex in. 
general — and-Englifli women in particular,, 
file defpifes ; that fentiment might per-- 
haps be reciprocal,, if ihe were muck 
known to them^ 

Is it not very provoking, madam^. tabe 
obliged ta hear all the impertinence,. men> 
who (as they fancy themfelves our fupe* 
riors)- think they have an exclufive ri^t 
to utter* 

• ^ 

I have however abfolutely refufed to bj^ 
feen abroad with Madame Mitard, and 
notwithftanding Ihe is extremely angry^ 

am 
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4m determined to adhere to my refolu- 
tion — no madam ! Madame Mitard is not 
a^ chaperon for your Agnes • 

Madame Mitard undertook to r^turn^ 
Lord Morden's note, may I own without 
incuring the cenfure of your upright heart,, 
for my want of candour; that I- fufpetl {he 
has not kept her word>?' 

That youngs nobleman' treats me with- 
a freedom unufual in this country, he 
adopts he fays, when I am difpleafed, the 
manners of mine ; and following Madame 
Mitard' s example, thinks vivacity and de-- 
licacy are not to be found blended in a 
French education; this is an error (and a^ 
very illiberal one you will allow) which L 
have found to be prevalent, among the* 
few of the common order of beings,, witb^ 
/whom I have been in any degree conver-- 

L 6 ' fant^ 
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fant, fince I have been in England ; but 
it is of too grofs a nature to be adopted by 
any of thofe of a fuperior caft, I am 
therefore not eafily reconciled to an apo- 
logy fo abfurdly founded , nor is my ,opi- 
nion of this nobleman at all raifed by his 
contraded ideas. 

Lord Morden is no favorite with me^ 
he is introduced to my knowledge, at a 
period very unfavorable for a man of the 
world; the contraft between him and thofe 
I have been ufed to converfe with is too 
ftriking. 

General ^oncrafs is the very cffence of 
politenefs> and good breeding ; there is a 
manly, and graceful turn in his manner, 
which even when he condefcends to trifle, 
takes from him all appearance of frivolity ; 
in his moft lively falUes Ac is^ a ftranger to 
that— 

"lawiefs 
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•^ - ." ■' ' ■ ' liawlefs joy, 

** Which pains the fage ear, and hurts the^ 



^ 



fober eye. 

He is the only man I ever fa.w, who re* 
tained the lively, and undeviating atten- 
tTon to our fex, which we always meet with 
in France from well-bred men ; and yet 
was fo particularly happy in his judgment, 
as to preferve the appearance of a feeling 
fincerity in his compliments, without facri- 
ficing his good fenfe ; in fhort the cap of 
Minerva refted on his temples, while 

** Words iweet as honey from Kis lips diftird/* 

And then Edward Harley, what an hum^ 
ble elegance was there in tteit y^iung man's 
addrefs^ what eloquence and' grace in his 
converfation, and what propriety marked 
his judgment; his-face was the true index 
ta his mind, and whether it was adorned 
wkh the glow of fcnfibility, the Wufli of 

modefty, 



tgo 
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modefty,. or the emanation' of joy ; - whether 
k was animated with hope; opprefled witbi 
grief, orclouded with defpair; all his fen- 
fations were founded on reftitude; and^ 
had honour for their guide ; fuch is Ed- 
ward Harley: — I think of him as one I 
have known, and forgive me, dear madara^, 
if^I add, one whom I have lovedy but am 
no more to beholds — one who is forever 
loft to mei but whofe image will live in my 
heart, 'till I follow your fteps, and thofe 
®f dear St. Clare, and offer my humble 
vow, on the altar of him,, wha made Edwardi 
Harley what be is^ 

Lord Morden is tall, genteel, and they 
fey generally reckoned handfome. Ma^ 
dame Mitard fays, he has fine ty^s; but 
confident indeed. muft^^ the woman be who* 
could examine them;, you never, madam^. 
few fuch a determined ftarer— he appears^ 
to endeavour^, and I dare (ay fucceeds, to^ 

look- 
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loot dowiJ every female who is tuifartti« 
Hately neat hitu^then. his Gonverfation— i- 
but--»-I, was educated in the convent of; 
D - » and fince I have left that facredi 
haunt of all the virtues,, I have moft con^ 
verfed with General Moncrafs,, andEdward 
Hafley,. I am riierefore ill qualified to fpeaL 
©f Lord Morden : fuch howevep as he is,, 
a Mifo Julia Neville, one of th$ greateft 
heireEes^ in th$ kingdom, was by commands 
©f her relations his affianced' bride; but to- 
his great moFtification, the young lady has* 
a6lually eloped from her family, to avoid: 
a marriage,, to which flie was av^erie^ 

I am more particular Fe^efKng this^ 
ibrd thaft any of Madame's vifitors, be— 
eaufe he is here quite en famille — we are 
indeed more (properly fpeaking) of his * 
family, then he of ours ; as our dinners,, 
and fiq)per^ are ferved at his expence^, 
ftcMn a. neighbouring,hoteli from what I. 

have 
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have faid, you will certainly believe I ffiall 
be very joyful, when I leave England—* 
nor be furprifed if I am at your feet, even 
before you have read this long,, unintereft^ 
tng^ detail,, from your grateful 



L E T- 
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LETTER XUX. 



A^nes in continuation^ 



Merciful God 1 what win become of 
me— eight days are now elapfed fince the 
return of the mail, and I have not re- 
ceived a liiie of eonfotation, or 'affiftance, 
from my more than parents ; fome unfore- 
feen acciciwit, fome fatal event, muft have 
happened; never would you knowingly 
have abandoned your child in fuch diftrefs 
—whatever be the caufe of your filence, I 
know you have not deferted your Agnes. 

. Diftpafted at the fulpence in which I am 
|:ept, I thought ©f an- expedient to raife 
money for my journey to France, which I 
flattered myfelf could not fail;. 
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When Mr. Mitard brought the money 
he borrowed on my jewels, he begged I 
would not make myfelf uneafy about hear- 
ing from my friends, as they were of great 
value, and I might tommand fums to a 
large amount on them ; I therefore ap- 
plied to him to take up fifty more guineas, 
and declared my intention of going to 
France irtimediately, 

I met to my furprife no oppofition in 
this arrangement ; Monfieur very alertly, 
accepted my commiffion, arid went out to 
execute it ; but no words can <xprefs my 
grief, and confternation at his return. 

The perfon, he faid, had been deceived 
in their value when he firft faw them; and 
now, inftead of advancing any further fums, 
yould be glad if I could pay whkt I 
liad already borrowed, and take back the 
jewelsg: 

■ 

Heavens ! 
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Heaven&l cried I, they coft- 



No miatter, madam, interrupted Mon- 
fieur, what they coft— buying and felling 
in this country are very different things - 
they were prefented to you I prefume ? 

Indeed they were I anfwered I, 

By a gentleman ? faid Monfieur. 

I wept — ^ 

Ah I Madamoifelle,, continued he, gen^ 
tlemen will da thefe things; but with 
beauty, youth, and accOifeplilhment^ like 
yours; what? is the defeQion of one> lover? 
you are very charming, and there are 
many who are fenfihle of your attraflions,, 
of whofe generofity. it wi]l be prudent ia 
you to avail yourfelf* 

Judge my aftonifliment — my ind%na*^ 
tion-t-^my difguft — at this (as it proved) 
preamble to the fentiment of Mr. and 
Madame Mitard ; but the mifery of my 
fituation had not yet fully explained itfelf^ 
1 wajs. fa much iaterefted tQ believe, the 
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man's coarfe expreffionSi were* as unmeant- 
ing as the fervility, he miftook for polite- 
nefs, that I did not fafFer my felf to. feefe 
for explanations, but coldly faid — I did 
not comprehend him^^ and was retirmg— 

Madame Mitard, however, had not the 
charity to fuJSer me to continue in igno- 
xance* 



Stop, MiFs, ' faid (he, you are iin great 
hade to leave people who haVe been your 
very good friends • and it is now necef- 
fary, you fbould be acquainted with what 
is expeded from your 

I madfe a very precipitate retreat from 
die door, which I was opening, and (eat- 
ing my felf by her, waited with no fmall 
impatience, the refult of a converfation, 
not more extraordinary than unexpeCled; 
my extreme earneftnefs difconcerted Ma- 
dame Mitard ; the curious attention with 

which 
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which I looked on her face, actually em-^ 
barrafled her-j il is not often IheblufhewS, 
or that her eyes are -withdrawn, but it fo 
happened now, that the mounting of the 
blood into her cheeks, notwithftanding the 
quantity of rouge fhc wears, was very vifi* 
?ble ; and that the carpet far fome moments, 
received all the fire of her glances— »but 
iier native fortitude foon ^returned* 

With refpeft to thofe jewels, Madamoi- 
Telle, faid flae, they are counterfeits — ab- 
folutely counterfeits — Mohfieur's credit is 
^pledged for the money you borrowed on. 
them-;— you ;are befides confiderabty in our 
debt, yet you would leave us, without the 
fmalleft regret; we are therefore bouiid in 
prudence to take care of ourfelves ; we 
are indebted to our talents for fubfiftence, 
y&u are equally capable to provide for 
^ourfelf by yours — we have certainly been 
jour friend^ and m\ght have continued fo 

longer. 
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longer, had you not dropt the maflc; but 
there is no reafon why wc Ihould be loofers 
for our chariiy> 

Here had fhe ftopped her conclufions 
had not been unjuft, although I am 
certain the jewels, whatever their value, 
were not counterfeits $ General Moncrafs 
would not (loop to fo paltry a deception, 
and I am further confirmed in this opinion 
by what followed. 

I aclcnowledge, madam, I anfwered, my 
obligations for your profeffions of kind- 
nefs, but I muft be pardoned faying, I 
do not conceive they ought to prevent my 
wilh to return to my friends : I am ex- 
tremely concerned Monfieur fliould in- 
volve himfelf in any difficulties Fof me, 
but I cannot eafily believe thofe bracelets 
were counterfeits, the perfbn from whom 
I received them was a man of fuch « r > 

They 
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They both eagerly interrupted me— 
and protefted they were mock pearl and 
tofe diamonds. 

Well, madam, faid I coldly, and what 
is the amount of the other pecuniary debts 
you claim from me ? 

She had not made a regular account, 
but ihould expeft to be paid for bringing 
me from the country, as well as for my 
board, from that time — we live, you fee, 
Madamoifelle in a tolerable genteel way, 
your bill will by no means be a light one. 

I fmiled a little contemptuoufly, I be* 
lieve, and Madame Mitard's flock of phi- 
lofophy is rather, fmall, Ihe was exceed* 
ingly irritated. 

Well, my litde friend, continued fhe, 
in a rage, we Ihall fee whether the pay- 
ment of our debt will fit quite fo eafy on 
you, affure yourfelf you do not leave us 
'till it is difcharged. 

Not leave you, madam, anfwered I— 
my flaying with you, would by no means 

facilitate 
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facilitate the payment of your debt— ^on 
the contrary, were I once to rejoin my 
friends, they would amply repay every ci- 
vility fliewn mb. 

Madame Mitard returned my con- 
temptuous fmile, and pray Mifs, faid fhe^ 
who are thofe friends of your« in whom we 
are fo implicitly to confide? 

I was filent. 

You deal in myfteries, Mifs, but come, 
we are not difpofed to be mortally of- 
fended at the ingratitude you have IhewB 

us. 

We will forgive you, faid Monfieur, 
approaching me, provided you will take 
o^r advice in future. 

Certainly, rejoined Madame, nothing 
can be more reafonable, than to know oH 
fwhom, ' and for what porpofe we confer 
obligations; and hatve alfurance Ma** 
damoifelle will not leave our houfe, with- 
out giving us every requifite (atisfaCtion. 

I 
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1 was extrerady emharraflbd, I was very 
iiverfe to, the giving them a promtfe, I 
certainly did not mean to keep, of flaying 
with fhem ; neither did I thinrk it^prtident 
io irritate them by an avowal of my real fen- 
timents; while I was in this dilemma Lx>r4 
Mprden was announced ; I was retiring 
with fome hafte, but Madame, with an ak* 
|)artly authoritative, and partly fuppliant, 
intreated I would net affront her beft 
friend, and moft powerful proteSor, by a 
conduft fo difobliging — ^I had not time to 
<mfwer beTore his lordfhip entered. 

Ah! faid he, as foon ^ as he few me, my 
dear little fhy friend, are you there? then 
4:urning to Madame Mitard, with a free- 
dom 1 had often before x>bferve3 in his 
addrefs to her^ this is very obliging, I had 
begun to defpair of ever meeting your lit. 
tie fkittifh damfel again ; why child, con- 
tinued he, familiarly taking my hand^ you 

Vo^. II, M run 
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run away from me as if you were afraid df 
being eaten. - 

Louifa (faid Madame Mitard) my Lorfl 
is not ufed to company of your lordlhip'5 
rank, it is therefore natural fhe ihould be 
embarafled. 

Oh ! anfwered the rude man putting his 
,arms round me, if that be all, trouble 
yourfelf Mitard to order tea, and we wiH 
in the mean time become better friends* 

•Imagine, madam, my fituation. 

The woman aftually left the room, and 
rwas immediately followed by her hufband. 

Lord Mdrden again, for I had before 

difengaged myfelf from him, attempted td 

>throw his arms round my waift, I flew to 

the window, which looked into the ftreet;, 

athefalh w€^s up. 
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Bat this young nobleman (who as him- 
felfboafts, is above paying any regard to 
cleccncy) was not to be deterred by fear of 
jpublic expofure, from following the bent of 
bis own inclinations. 

You mean, Mifs, faid he, with a moft 
^undaunted countenance, to give me all 
j)offible trouble; but believe me, child, 
•that is not wifely done, you would make 
more of me by half, by trufting to my ge-^ 
iierofity, as I think you might underftand 
hy the handfome earneft I gave you. 

I have not, I haughtily anfwered, the 
honor to underftand your lordfhip. 

No, replied he, gad I think twenty gui* 
tieas, or pounds is fpeaking pretty plain to 
a little adventurefs like you ■ ■ 

If you mean, my lord, the bit of paper 
you gave Mafter Mitard 

The bit of paper pretty one, why it wa^ 
a bank note, what, in a voice wherein cu- 
riofity, and apprehenfion were blended; 

M 48 vi\v5^. 
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wliat have you done with it, you know flic 
value of it I hope, you have notdeftroyed 
it — you have not deftroyed a twenty 
pound note? 

Be compofed, my lord, with as much 
^onchalence as I could alTume^ Madame 
Mitard was to obliging as to undertake to 
lyeftore it to your lordfhip ; you are your- 
ftlf I hope, a competent judge of its value, 
and will not in future, throw away fuch 
good things on children, and ideots. 

Let me die, returned he, but 1 believe 
ydu are a wit^ though your giving the note, 
%o Mitard is a Ilrofig proof you have very 
little common fenfe.; but as there is no- 
tliing new in that, and as fhe has moft pro- 
bably placed it in her own finking fund, 
you fhall not be the lofer, let ine know 
your terms, and I am fo defperately in 
love with you, 4Jiat if they are within the 
compafs of my fortune, or credit, I will 
comply with them ; you are' not I fee the 
$mpletoji I took you fors you have wit, 

iinjd 
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and what is better, you have pride ; it is ^ 
devilifli ftupid thing in a- nobleman to take 
a miftrefs, who has not pride to fupport her 
own dignity; you have profited by Mitard's 
inftruflions,. and I like you the better ; do 
her juftice, no woman^ is^more qualified to 
render you the ton, and the ton you will 
certainly be, as Ibon a«^ it is known you 
are mine ; it is true, I have fome thoughts 
of marrying, on which account,, you muft 
in bommon decency^ keep a Kttle in the 
back ground; but you will very foon have 
me all to yourrelf; I feel I fhall be very 
foolifli, only too fond of you, that's all ; 
X Ihall give you a town houfe, and you 
fhall refide at one of my own villas in fum- 
mer; as to my bride^ (he has at prefent 
the impudence to pretend to diflike me, 
for which xeafon, were there no other, and 
were it to coft me half my fortune, I am 
determined to oblige her to marry me; 
Lady Mary Moncrafs ■ ; 

M 3 Good 



246 AGNES. 

Good heavens! madam^ how I ftarted 
—the infipid haranguer minded me not^ 
he went on : 

Lady Mary Moncrafs an outrageoufly 
foolifh woman^ took it into her head to be 
jealous of her hufoand, becaufe he liked a 
younger piece than herfelf, and in revenge 
to him, refolves to give me her daughter^ 
merely becaufe young A^ncrafs fliall not 
have her ; 'tis a poor little infipid things 
but her fortune is immenfe, and you, my 
Louifa, (hall (hare it with your Morden^ 
nay, you fhall be miftrcfs of it ; be not 
therefore fo coy ray little angel, attempt-^, 
ing to take my hand, which I withdrew i 
ah ! you cunning baggage, what I muft 
fign and feal firft — well, prithee dear girl 
then get it done, I am impatient to have 
you all my own. 

Does Madame Mitard know of your 
lordfhip's honorable intention towards me? 
with as much compofure as I could affume. 

Not 
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Not altogether,, anfwered he, :3s little 
pmbarraffed as you would conceive, Ihall 
I confefs the truth ?-— Why then, Louifa, < 
to convince you, how open I in future 
mean to deal with you, I muft tell you,., 
you rival Mitard^ fhe is handfome, lively, . 
paints well, and is in fhort tolerably amuf- 
ing ; flie is not perhaps without her hopes, = 
that fhe fliall turn the tables^ and rival you 
in her turn ;,lhe is miftaken — ^you are juft 
*4he grrl to my tafte— there is, however bo 
abfolute neceflky to make her acquainted 
with every thing, as fhe would naturally Jbe 
mortified, I fhould give you more fubftan- 
tial proofs of my paffioji, than fhe has been 
able to draw from me, you will therefore 
aA wifely, in concealing from » Aer, my 
handfome defigns in your favor. 

Here madam, here St. Clare— if evet- 
this letter fhould reach you, of which I 
have a thoufsind fears; here is a/pecimen 
6f Englifh morality; they talk in this coun- 

M 4 vxsj 
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try, with wonderful gravity^ of the fiberties 
men of gallantry allow themfelves in France, 
and tell a thoufand fabulous flories of the ex- 
ceffes in which, particularly after marriage, 
they indulge^ but I think Lord Mordeit 
may difpute the palm with any of our 
French libertines ; indeed, if ingenuity be 
a merit, I can form no idea to myfelf, of 
there being a poffibility of excelling him 
in that ; he certainly is neither afbamed of 
kis vices, or afraid of their confequences ; 
what he dares do, I really believe he will 
dare to juftify ; he is too haughty, and too 
brave,, to fear offending his maker.. 

But under the roof of Madame Mitard, 
and in the power of fuch a man, da you 
not tremble, for your Agnes .^ yet again my 
fad heart prefages that you will not receive 
this„ or any of ray fionmec fetters.;, elfe, 
what can be the meaning of this cruel, this 
diftrefling filence ? how many conjeftures 

have 
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have I form'd, and given up as foon as 
form'd, of the caufe; if you were diC- 
pleafed with me, you would furely take 
the trouble to reprimand me, you would 
not defert the wretched orphan^ who has 
none to help her — no, it cannot be — I* 
am fure it cannot, but faid an author, you> 
early taught me to diftinguifh. 

''There is little difference betwixt fear- 
*f ing an evil and feeling it ; except that the 
**" evil one feeb has bounds, whereas ones 
apprehenfipns ha^ none, for^we can fuf- 
fer no more than what'aftually has but 
we fear all that ppffibly can happen.'-* 






And fear it too often, madam; againft 
reafon and probability ; it has unhappily 
in my fate, followed the danger, inftead of 
preceding it ; my poor heart, .(brinks un-t 
der the confequences of the ftep I have 
taken ; and now that I know the real evil 
to^ which^ I am^ expofed; the imaginary 

MrQy ^ ones 
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ones from vhich I fled, appear a mere 
lhadow« 

Yet madam> let me once more caft my- 
felf at your feet, let me raife my flowing 
eyes to him, whofe throne is the fountain 
of mercy, and forgivenefs ; let me implore 
Az'iproteftion, and ho^e for yours ; fliduld 
my letters reach you, no longer withhold 
your favor, yet it may be too late, again 
mufl the wretched Agnes become a wan- 
derer, again caft herfelf on that provi- 
dence, that will uphold the virtuous, and 
again feek fome happy chance of reaching 
the ferene houfe of religious chaftity. 

I have learnt, fatally learnt, fince I have 
been with the Mitards, to condemn the 
folly that threw me from the proteftive 
roof of a man of honor :— I feel with felf 
reproach, the ralh ingratitude I was guilty 
of, in leaving General Moncrafs, and my 
heart condemns me from a latent motive, 

hidden 
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hidden almoft from myfelf, which jny 
weafcnefs had mifnamed prudence — ah 1 
madam, I have promifed to lay my whole 
heart open to you, never more will I con- 
€eal a thought from the moft indulgent of 
women, it was Harley's fufpicion of my 
honor/ .which ftabbed me to the heart ; it 
was him I thought to wound by my flight ^ 
in the fatfie moment he is convinced of my 
innocence, he fhall alfo know, faid I, that 
I am loft to him forever; and while I flat- 
tered myfelf, I only fought to clear my 
£mie, wounded — alas ! by whom ? by the 
man to whofe proteftion, the parting St. 
Clare, and virtuous St. Lawrence com^ 
mi t ted the objeQ; in whom their fondeft 
love was centered. 

Ingrate ! that I am, how could I for^ 
get the paternal tears he fhed over me, 
when almoft' convulfcd with agony he 
parted with St. Clare ? why do I hefitate ? 
why do I not return to his proteftion? 



^r 
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why not imploi^ his pardon and, confefs* 
the weaknefc of ray. heart ? 

But what would Harley fay ^ would he?' 
— *0 forgive me> madam, what indeed is» 
Harley to me; would to Ood I was with- 
you, that I might vent the (brrows of my. 
heart at your, feet 1 - 



I' had prefence of mindy notwithftand— 
ing my indignation, and terror; to pre- 
ferve an unruffled countenance during the 
whole of the converfation 1 have related; 
Lord Morden has I imagine, more vanity 
than even vice in his compofition — ^he faai- 
cied his attra£iions ought to charm me, and 
concluded that they did fo.- 

If pique, . thought I, in that moment, 
urges this nobleman to take a wife for 
whom he has himfelf no predile£iion, and 

whofe 



A G N E . S. 15^ 

whofe afFe&ions are pre. engaged, avow- 
edly to punifli her diflike, of him, how fap 
may it not urge him, to revenge himfelfoi> 
me, for a fimilar offence ? and if Madame 
Mitard had the meannefs> to convert the 
note I entrufted. her to return, to her j&mn 
ufe, will not a temptation of the fame 
kind, carry her ftill greater lengths ? thefe 
were the conclufions of a moment, and 
you wilL own they were not ill founded. 

I requefted a few hour* to confider Lord 
Morden's propofels,. and iuffered him to 
believe, that I Ihould give dire6Hons about 
drawing the' fetilements hc^offered ; and 
in order to fevor this fcheme he infiftedon 
the Mitards going.in his party to Vauxhalh 

Whether they fufpefted my defign to- 
t^ave them^ or whether it wa? Monfieur's 
little gout for bis wive5 company ; which 
he always avoided, when he could da it 
decently^i, 1 cannot tell i hux when the tea 
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was brought up he followed the fervant; T 
was much difconcerted when I faw him, 
as I am determined on leaving their houfe 
this evening ; I have employed the time 
fince Lord Morden and Mrs. Mitard have 
been gone, in packing up my few wear- 
ables, and writing to you*— and am now at" 
the fecretary purfuing the fame employ-* 
ment^ while he is fauntering about the 
room and amufing himfelf with his flute; 
all my hopes are that fome of the gay Sig- 
nora's who lodge in this ftreet, will pafs 
by, and tempt him (for he is a man of pro-^ 
digious gallantry) to walk out; in the mean 
time, I will juft give you a flcetch of my 
defign ; you will fay I am a fchemer, how 
little did I once forefee the neceffity I 
fliould be under to adopt that character. 

M. Mitard's mantua-maker is a French 
woman, who takes many ' journies in the 
year to Paris to learn the falhions, and ge- 
nerally imports a great quantity o£ goods, 

which 
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which are prohibited here ; a friend of 
Monfieur's had fent over fome fine lace for 
ruffles, which were feized by the revenue 
officers ; Mrs. du Bois who was fuppofed 
to be converfant in fuch matters, was con- 
fulted on the poffibihty of regaining the 
lace, and in the courfe of converfation^ 
acquainted them with, the method fhe took 
to convey her goods from France* 

A Mr. Arnold, who refides a little be- 
yond a place called Greenwich, where that 
is, heaven knows ! but I muft find it ^ 
keeps a couple of failing boats, large 
enough to accommodate two or three pat 
fengers ; and fuch fwift failors, that fuper- 
added to hijj own extreme fobriety and 
caution, conftantly eluded the vigilance of 
the revenue officers; this man, fhe faid^ 
who made it a point never to trade for 
himfelf, had accumulated a decent fortune 
by the integrity with which he tranfafted 
contraband bufinefs for other people, and^ 
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continued du Bois, I always go* ancj res- 
turn with him^ and have never laft a 
thread- 

This information made a deep imprcflfon 
on me, and I. took care to enter every par- 
ticular in my tablets;? du Bois is now at 
]^aris,.and Mitard is too volatile to^remem«j 
bbr this circumftance; to Greenwich there^ 
-fore I am refolved to go ; I. will explain 
my fituationrto.the man,^ heis.the father of 
a family of children^ and however eafy his 
circumftances, a man who continually rifks 
his life to encreafe his ftore, will not refufe 
a handfome prefent on fuch a fimple occa%> 
fion, as carrying a pocur worthlefs young 
creature back to her dear country: I fhall 
be very liberal in my promifes, and hire him 
to take me to Boulogne,, where the good 
father Dominick will, I am fure, enable 
me to perform, all my engagements — if I 
am fo happy as evei to fee my honored 
kidy Abbefe, arid beloved St. . Clare, they 

willi 
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^m reimburfe the venerable prieft ; if not, 
if that only happinefs after which nay heart 
pants, ]s denied me, I (hall at leaft lay my 
tones in fon>e of the cloyfters of our holy 
church. 

I 

Ah ! madam, I tremblfe, my eagernc& 
^ill betray me — Monfieur is a6lually going 
out — his fervant is brufhing is chapeau— 
dwo Italians wait in the ftreet, it is a warm 
evening, they talk of airing on the water. 

He is gone— he is i^ut of fight — adieu, 
adieu, moft beloved, moft honored of 
friends^, oh I pray far your 



Agnes. 
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P^hge 43, lim 19, /(?r feigned r^o^ frigid, 
p. 68^ /. 4, jT. embonpoint r. enbonpointv 
ti^57i ^* ^9 jT* is chapgeaur. Iiis chapp^;^ 
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